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PREFACE. 



DEBCRIFFION OF FOUMiaft EDITIONS, AND OF THE MBS. 

§ L This present edition of "Pierce the PloughmnTia Crede" 
imty fairly be said to bo almost entirely a neus one ; tbe Tt^xi 
being new throughout, as is also a largie paii both of the Notes and 
Glossary. In order to explain whence tliis new text is derived^ it 
ivill he proper to give, first of aU, an account of former edi tions* 

§ 2, I, The jird edition^ and the most important, is that of 
1553. The title-page contains solely the words ** Pierce the Plough- 
jiiana Crede " witliin a BC[uarc space in the midst of a wood-cut 
iilus trail ng the story of Pyramus and Tliiahe; the picture being 
\ by no moans unsuitable for Chaucer's version of the poem. The 
"wood-cut is clearly of continental workmanship, and a copy of 
the lower part of it, not very well executed, may be seen at p. 96 of 
*'A book of Eoxburghe Ballads," edited by J. R Coliier ; 1847. 
The colophon, on a separate leaf, is — imphixted at London by Rey- 
nold WOLFE, ANNO DOMINI M.D.LI II* It was DO doubt issued owing 
to the success of " The Vision of Piers Ploughniao," which had been 
printed by fiobert Crowley, in 1550 ; and considering tlie tone of 
the poem, we may safely conclude that it was issued in the early part 
of the year 1553, while Eilward YI. was stlU alive ; for he died on 
I the 6th of July in that year. The reign of Majry was not favoumble 
to its existence, and copies are now very scarce.^ I have made u§a 
of a copy preserved in the Cambridge University Librarj^ and readings 

■ ^m aocoimt of t1]e third editioa. 
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from this are denoted in the foot-notes by the letter C. It co: 

only 16 leaves, 4to. 

'" II. Elizabeth having succeeded Mary, the poem was s 

'■J request. The title-page of the second edition has on it me 

words "Pierce the Ploughmans Crede," and no more, the v 

I \ having disappeared. It was printed at the same time as " Tl 

f of Pierce Plowman," and often bound up with it ; and we lea 

^ the title-page of the longer poem that it was " Impryntod at '. 

i by Owen Eogers, dwellyng neare vnto great Saint Bartelmew 

•' at the sygne of the spred Egle. ^ The yere of our Lorde 

thousand, fyue hundred, threscore and one. The .xxi. day( 

Moneth of February e." * This edition of 1561 is simply a 

; of that of 1553, and clearly not copied from the MS. It p 

• the misprints of the first edition, and adds more to the n 

I ; and is therefore considerably inferior to it. 

g \ III. In 1814, Dr Whitaker reprinted the first edition o 

i" His object was clearly to produce an exact copy of it, and he 

i, ; ingly used black-letter type and such various marks of contra 

% \ appeared in the old book. It may be considered as a great 

I as it accurately reproduces every peculiarity, every mispr 

every stop and mark ; so that any one who wishes to 

y ; good copy of the first edition may safely buy this instead, i 

lower price.* I have carefully collated these two, and h< 

the few corrections which any one who buys Whitaker's 

should make. 

In the address " to the Reader," last line, the / should be 
FoL C ij, L 5 from bottom, the words " more money " are 

oldest edition, run together into one. 
FoL D iij, 1. 15 ; for " swich " read " swhich." 
Fol. D iij, hack, 1. 7 ; for " swich " read " swhich." 
Id. 1. 21 ; for " And " read « Any." 



'7 ; 



. * The "Crede" has also a colophon, agreeing with this, but which 

give the date. 
; * The title-page bears — " Pierce the Ploughman's Credo. London. ] 

by T. Bensley, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, for Lackington, Allen and Co., 
I Square ; and Robert Tripl^ook, St James's Street. 1814. 
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FoL D iiij, L 10; for ** laich©'* read "latchei" though the t in 
the old edition is vety indistinct, 

FoL E j, L 13; for "feid " read "feid." 

FoL E ij, hack, L 3 from bottom; far *'AlDhots"K!ad"Abhottefi;' 

FoL E iij, 1. 1 3 J read '^ holy ; " in Whitaker's edition the stroke 
ia sliiftod, and appears above the I, 

These eorrections made, the sole points of difference are, (L) that 
i the folios do not correspond ; (2.) that the words printed in the 
manjin of the old edition are printed by Dr WMtaker in large red 
letters, to receive which ho has made breaks in the continuous text ; 
and (3,) that Dr Wbitaker employs red letters for the proper names. 
I shoidd add, that all three editions have a short glossary at the end, 
made apparently by Reynold Wolfe, for which see p. xix, 
H IV, Mr Wright, in 1832, reprinted the "Crede" at the end of 
his excellent and handy edition of the " Yision," the publisher being 
WiUiam Pickering ; of which a second attd revised edition appeared 
in 1856, published by J. K, Smith, at a veiy moderate price. Dtlr 
Wright corrected most of the more obTious mistakes, so that hia 
edition is very good and usefu.1, and has been of very great service to 
me, and I here express the obligations to him which I thus lie under* 
It is therefore with no wish to detract from it, but only for the 
reader^s information, that I here state that I have observed several 
misprints in it which are mere printer's en*ors> but where the edition of 

11553 is quite correct. Thus at p. 456, l. 182, "Slaughte in her ende" 
should be '' Slaughte zV her ende ;'" ten lines lower, '^Put" should bo 
'^ But ; " and fourteen linos lower stilly " Minorities " should bo " Mi- 
norites." I am of course speaking of his reYised edition^ and I am 
induced to believe that the revision of tte " Crede " may have been 
fiomewhat huiTied, as I have observed no Buch traces of haste in the 
** Vision." 
\ 3p Besides the help thus afforded, we are much indebted to Mr 
Wright for the following sentence in his Introduction* He says, " I 
know only of two MSS, of the Creed of Piers Ploughman, one in the 
British Museum (MS. Eeg. 18 B. xvii.), tile other in the Library of 
r Trinity CoHege, Cambridge, both on paper, and written long after the 
I date of the printed edit ions j from which they appear to have been 
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copied" Btit for tliis nofcicej I might haro ovedcM^ked the Trini^ 
MB.f as only the British MuBeum one i& mentioned in Wartoi 
After reading the ahove^ I thought I could not do better than invcsti- 
gato these MBS* elogely ; they might perhaps give Mojne as&LBtanct 
The result was aurpriaiiig, certainly. Firat of all, it should be iiote4 
that Warton spcaka of the British Museum MS. as " not much old€f 
than the printed copy," and this Ib certainly the more correct opinion ; 
the Britiah Museum authoritiefi whom Mr Fund vail consulted, declared 
it to belon^^ certainly tt> the reign of Heniy VIIL ; and that it wae nd 
copied from the printed edition became more and more oh%ious thi 
more I read of it ; it soon appearerl to be much mam correct, ^ and I 
was myself quite satisfied that It was an independent and valnalik 
text. At the same time, it occurred to me tbat a very obvious proof 
of its independence would appear in its contaimng anywhere addi- 
tional lines 1 and, after hoping to lind some for a long tune in vain, 
at last Jive new lines appeared, very near the end. These extra lines 
are of sueh importance that 1 have fully discnsaed them farther on.> 

5 4. But an examination of the Trinity MS. surprised me more 
still. The handwriting is late enough, certainly ; possibly afto? 
A,D. 1600. But a curious circumstance at once arrests attention, and 
that is, the continual use of the S^ixon letters 3 and Jj, where the 
B. M. !MS. and tlie printed editions have gh and th. It is clear that 
no man copying from a printed book would systematically make 
these alterations from one end of the poem to the other, and it is not 
very likely, even if he did^ that lie would never make a miskike over 
it. It is, in fact, obvious^ that the Trinity MS. was copied from a 
much older MS, which is now lost^ and this appears farther from 
noticing tbe nature of the few blunders that occtir in it. ThuBj in 
the first page, the copyist^ not quite seeing the difference between a 
y and a f , mis writes one for the other ] but he soon gets over tkts^ 
and aftertmnh dom it right. Again j seeing the word " wiffen" before 
him, be copied it "willen," a mistake easily made in copying from 

^ I mean J as regards readings. But the seribe of this MS. took no pains to pre- 
serve the trae ipdUtig ; ho kaa altered it throraghoat at pleasure, always for the 
worse. Many erasures and alterations occur in it, also alwap for Ihe worse. 

* Sco p. svii. 



PHEFACG. 



Tnanmcrlpt Veiy many more proofs might bo adduced^ but it will 
probably be t^uite sufficient to add, furtber, that the Jiv6 exira Hum 
Bpoken of above appear in this MB. also, 

15 5. The results of the investigation, which seam to me beyond 
aU contixjYersj, are these : 
(L) The British Museum MS, is older than the printed copy, and 
not copied from it. 
(2.) The Trinity M3, is later than the printed copy, but is not 
copied from it 
(3.) Both MSS,, and alao the early printed text, are all copied 
I fi?om om and the same MS,, a very good one, possibly even of 

I the very la^ years of the fourteenth century, and which is now 

I either lost or not forthcoming. The extreme similarity of these 

three texts eannot be otherwise accounted for.^ 
Besides which, it is farther evident that the Trinity MS. is the best 
copy of the three,* and I have therefore used it for the text through- 
out, copying it literally and exactly, marking the expansions of con- 
tractions by italics* The only alterations made in it are, the use of 
capital letters to denote proper names where the MS. has often small 
letters, and some corrections which have been furnished by collation, 
which are all noticed in the foot-notes, and which, in every case 
where the con^ction is at all important, are pointed out by the use 
I of square brackets. In the foot-notes, this MS. is denoted by the 
letter A, 

The British Museum MS. ia the second best copy, and is denoted 



p 



^ I Ihiok T may h& allowed to jud^ of thwj Ih^m baYinf cxAmined, more orkee, 
aomo thirty MSS- of tto ** Vision of Piers Ploughman." Even ivhen such MSS. 
agTHfl very closely indeed in ttU oth&i' respeetaj they ecarcoly over contain the 
tame namhet' of lirim. It b a pomiliar defect of KSS. in alliterative verso that lines 
are frequently omitted. Yet these two MS3. and the early printed text run hne for 
line and word for word throughout ; except in the one infltance of tha fi?e^ extra 
lines^ which ^an bo well accounted for. 

* The best eopy, in the present caee, ia to be judg-ed of^ not hy the data, but hy 
traees of the care taken by the copyist. It is clear that the writer of the Trinity 
copy waa a scrupulous and painstaking antiquary ^ who carefully put down what he 
fiaw hefore bim. It ia written on gome extra leaver at the end of a copy of Chaucer. 
The Chaucer had fiome leaves lost at the heginning, but the missing portion has 
been carefully supplied 6^ ih& smm hand that copied tte ^' Crede." The press -mark 
of the Tolume is K. 3. 15. 
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by the letter B in the foot-notes, the letter C (as already stated) 
meaning the edition of 1553. Attention is drawn to those readings 
of C which are most corrupt by marking them, in the foot-notes, Tvith 
an asterisk. ITie number of these is about forty. 

§ 6. By collation of these three, we are placed in almost as goo4 
a position as if we had the original old MS. before our eyes. I haye 
little doubt but that the reader will be well-pleased to find that he is 
in possession of a sound and trustworthy text, much superior to that 
of 1553, because it is free from the modifications of spelling which the 
old printer often made, and because the misprints of that edition 
have been quite eliminated, and the true sense restored in several 
formerly doubtful passages. Indeed, the only points now open to 
doubt are very few ; I somewhat mistrust the word euelles at 1. 242 ; 
the word wlon at L 736 ; and I suspect that, as is usual in alliterativo 
poems, some lines were omitted even in the original ; for the transi- 
tion from 11. 69, 648 to the lines following them is rather too abrupt, 
I subjoin speciments of Texts B and C. 

B. SPECIMEN OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM MS. (bIBL. REG. 18 B. XVII.) 

Grose and curtys crist thys begynnyng spede, 

For the Fathers Frendshype that Formyd hevin. 

And throughe the speciall sprite that sprang of hem twayne. 

And all in one godhed endles dwellyth. 

A, and all myn A. b. c. after haue I lemyd, 

And partem in my pater noster ich poynt after other, 

(And after all, myne Ave mare. Almost to the ende, &c. 

0. SPECIMEN OF THE OLD EDITION OF 1553. 

Cros & curteis Christ this begynnyng spede. 

For the faders frendshipe, y* fourmed heauen, 

& through y« special spirit y* sprog of he tweyne 

And al in one godhed endles dwelleth : 

A, and all myn A, b, c, after haue I lemed, 

And patres i my pater noster, iche poynt after other. 

And after al, myne Aue marie, abnost to the end, &c. 

§ 7. I have printed the text in long lines, because all the copies 
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are so writtGn and printod, except only Mr Wriglit^e edition. Mr 
Wright ai^os for the printing in short linesj in hii Introduction, p. 
xxxii^j because of tho construction of the Anglo-Saxon verse^ &c-, and 
says that ** a modem editor is wrong in printing the verses of Piers 
Plowman in long UneSy as thm/ stand in the inanuscrlpts^ nnless he 
profesa to give them as a fac-sLmil© of the manuscripts themselves, or 
he plead the same excuse of convenience from the shape of hie book," 
The italics are my own ; and I will here only eay that I do profess 
to give a fac-simile of the MS*, and that I do plead ako the excuse of 
convenience. He also observes that, " in either ease, he must care- 
fully preserve the dots of separation in the middle of the Hnes, which 
ore mote inconvenient than the length of the lines, because they 
interfere with the punctuation of the modern editor," This then I 
have done, though I have not ibund it inconvenient On the con- 
traiy, I think it a great convenience. The dot denotes a pause m the 
rhythm, which very often indeed is coincident with a pause in the 
sense or with a comma, and thus indicates a certain tndefiniteneas in 
the pause, for which it is convenient to have a mark j and it is such 
a one as we are all accustomed to in the colon used in the Prayer- 
Book version of the Psalms. A semi-colon in the middle of a line is 
veiy rare ; if it be required to denote one, we have only to print ; " 
and it is done. I was induced to tise the inverted full stop for this 
purpose, hecauae it is very easy to print in any sized typo, and 
because the use of a colon produced too heavy an effect, and did nat 
look well. It is right to add that, in the edition of lS53j which is 
very badly punctuated,^ the central rhythmical pause is denoted by a 
comma in about five lines out of six. In MS. B it is neglected ] hut 
in MS. A it is, for the most part, carefully preserved^ and denoted hy 
a kind of colon. Here, then, the superiority of this MS* is once more 
indicated. 

§ 8. SOME ACCOUNT OF THE POEM. 

The reader may consult with advcmtage Warton's History of 
English Poetry {voL 2, p. 123, ed- 1824), upon this subject In a 
copy of the " Crede " in Warton's possession, was a short abstract of 



I Two or three passages, mimeaning in aU former editions^ baTe been made dear 
in the pretent one b^ a «lig^t change in the punctuation. 
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the poem in the handwriting of Alexander Pope, to whom the book 
once belonged. As anything written by Pope has an interest of its 
own, I here quote it. 

" An ignorant plain man having learned his Paternoster and Ave- 
mary, wants to learn his creed. He asks several religious men of the 
several orders to teach it him. First of a friar Minor, who bids him 
beware of the Carmelites, and assures him that they can teach him 
nothing, describing their faults, &c. But that the friars Minors shall 
save him, whether he learns his creed or not. He goes next to the 
friars Preachers, whose magnificent monastery he describes : there he 
meets a fat friar, who declaims against the Augustines. He is shocked 
at his pride, and goes to the Augustines. They rail at the Minorites. 
He goes to the Cannes [Carmelites] ; they abuse the Dominicans, but 
promise him salvation, without the creed, for money. He leaves them 
with indignation, and finds an honest poor Plowman in the field, and 
tells him how he was disappointed by the four orders. The plough- 
man answers with a long invective against them." 

To this Warton subjoins an account of the mendicant orders, 
occupying about eight pages, which should be consulted. 

§ 9. Good accounts of the rise and spread of the mendicant 
orders are abundant. The reader may, for a general view of them, 
consult with advantage Massingberd's History of the English Refor- 
mation, chap. viL ; Southey's Book of the Church, chap. xi. ; the 
yery interesting preface to the " Monumenta Franciscana," by the 
editor, Professor Brewer ; the excellent life of S. Francis of Assisi, in 
Sir James Stephen's " Lectures on Ecclesiastical Biography ; " Mrs 
Jameson's "Legends of the Monastic Orders;" and almost any 
Church History. I shall here only touch on such points as have 
special reference to the poem. 

§ 10. The degeneracy of the monks began to draw attention at 
an early period ; and, in particular, St Hildegardis, abbess of St Ru- 
pert's mount, near Bingen,' addressed to them words of solemn warn- 
ing, in the shape of prophecies which announced that stiU greater 
corruptions were to come, and would be punished by shameful dis- 
grace and ruin. Very nearly at the same time, viz. during the reign 

* See 1. 703, and the note to it. 
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of Konry II*, appeared the masterly Latin aatiree of Walter Map, M^ho 
was particularly aeyere upon the CJatercian Eenedictinea, of whom ho 
saw rather too much.^ Two of his poems, ** The Apocalyjise of 
Bishop GoliaSj" and " The Confession of Gohaa," contain moat keen 
and brilliant aatire. They are distinguished by a peculiar aubtlcty, 
-which has not always been underatood. Thus, when Map introduces 
a drunlten priest leYeaKng the depth of his degmdation by uttering 
the oft-quoted stanza, 

" Meum est propositum in tabema mori : 
Yinum ait appomtum morientis ori, 
Ut dicant cum venerint angelorum chori, 
* Deus sit propitius huic potatori ' " — 
this has aeemed to many a mere jovial toper's song, and nothing 
more. But such was not the view taken, we may fairly conclude, by 
the author of the *' Grede*" He can perceive only two possible causes 
of the rise of the mendicant orders ; either the simple suppoaition that 
Satan founded them, or else that they originated, in no shght degree, 
from the popularity of the ** GoUaa " poems.* He suggests that the 
subtlety of Map's satire was such that the monastic orders were 
brought into utter disrepute, and therefore the mendicant orders arose 
to supersede them. That the influence of the " Grolias " poeras was 
BO great as this may well be doubted, especially when we remember 
that the new orders commenced on the continent, not in England. 
At the same time, it is equally certain that our author is not far 
wrong ; it is quite clear that the rise of the mendicants was due to 
on attempt made (and wdiich w^as at the first outset a auccessfid one) 
to infuse a new spirit of piety and humility into the church, and to 
regenerate it by efforts of gi"eat self-denial and devotion, Tlie 
character of St Francis seems to me to be in many respects beyond 
all praise ; an enthusiast he was certainly, but noble, self-sacrificiug, 
and pure in heart and aim in the highest degree. To give but one 
instance : we read that he had the greatest natural repugnance to the 
sight of a leper, yet he forced himself to eat out of the same dish 



^ See Professor Morley's EagUah Wnter* ; vol, i* p. 684. 
* See 1. 479j and tbe note to iL 
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with one whom no one could sea without loathing, and afterwards ' 
devoted himself especially to an attendance upon the leper hospitals, 
enjoining hia followera to do the aame. Such an act was a noble I 
example of mercy and humanity ; and, had his followers really 
followed his nilea, they might have done well for a long time.' But I 
St Francis was clear-sighted enough to aee how liable all human insti- 
tutions are to perversion and decay, and this reflection kept him in 
continual sadness, " Cheerleas and imalluring is the image of Francis 
of Assisi : Mb figure gaunt and wasted, hia countenance furrowed 
with care^ hia soul hurried from one encitement to another, incapable 
of study, incapable of repose, forming attachments but to learn their I 
fragilityj conquering difficulties but to prove the vaoity of conquest, 
living but to consolidate hia order of Minor Brethren, and yet j 
haunted by contimjal forebodings of their rapid degeneracy." ^ And | 
this too surely came to pass ; and however bad may have been the 
state of the monks who forgot their vows of renunciatioa of the 
world, it was not long before the state of the friars became far worae< 
Their greed, their selfishness, their love of magnificent buildings and, 
very often, of deHcate clothing which they concealed under their | 
rough cloaks, their insolence, their pride^ their self-righteousness, j 
made them fair objects of satire, which was levelled against them 1 
most unsparingly by many, and especially hj Wyclilfe and hm 
followers. This is nowhere shewn more clearly than in the story 
quoted by South ey,^ shewing how the friars waited on Wycliffe ones 
at Oxford when he was supposed to be sick unto death, when he 
" raised himself on his pillow, and looking at them sternly, replied, I 
I shall not die, but live still farther to declare the evil deeds of the ' 
friars ! " And thoroughly did he fullil his own prediction.* Tbey 
retaliated on him and his followers j as might be expeetsd ; and were 
particularly active in trying to secure the condemnation of Walter 
Erute,^ when he was examined by the Bishop of Hereford, on a 
charge of heresy. 

§ 11. The mention of the la^t circumstance helps us to fix: the 



^ See 11. 511, 614, 5* Sir J. Stcplien : Ecclesiastical Biography ; p. 95. 4tli ed. 
» Southey : Boole of tlie Church, p. 193 ; ed. 1848, * See U. 528—530, 

» S«e 1. 657. 
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date of tlie poem ; it is spoken of in the past tense, 

*' B jhold opoa Wat Brut - whou bisiHchB fei purmeden" 

and tlie writer seema to hint that they did not very greatly suc- 
ceed, and were obliged to content themselves with preaching against 
htTrtj and calling him a heretic. Walter Brute was examined more 
than once, and he was on his trial from time to timoj from A.i>. 1391 
to 1393, On Mondayj October 6, of the latter year, he submitted 
himself to the bishop of Hereford, contriving rather to allow that his 
opinions might be overruled by the church than offering to recant 
them explicitly, so that he was less severely treated than his opponents 
had hoped and expected. At the same tiDie, this circumstancej though 
pastj was no doubt still Ycry fresh in the minds of all, for the present 
tense is used in IL 659, 660 ; and we also gather that, though the 
friars wished to see heretics burnt, there had been no instance as yet 
of any such event. Hence the poem was certainly ^vritten after the 
latter part of 1393, and before 1401. But we may come much closer 
than this to the date ; for the allusion to flattering Icings in IL 364, 
365 no doubt refers to Eichard II., who was still alive. Indeed, had 
tlie poem been written in the year of his death, or just after it, wq 
might fairly expect to fijid some allusion to it, so that our lower date 
now becomes February, 1400. Hence internal evidence alone suggests 
some year in the scries 1394 — 1399 as the year of composition. 

5 12. But this inquiry is cbselj coamected with another, viz., 
what is known of the author ? Wo know certainly that he was an 
avowed WycUffiie, that he was not the author of the " Vision of Piers 
Plowjiian" (which was partly ivrit ten in a.d. 1362),^ but that he 
imitated the metre of that poem, and, to some extent, the satirical 
tone of it. Besides thisj he clearly took the p]an of hia poem from 
the " Vision ; " the way in v^^hich he wanders about seeking some one 



' The vocabalary of these two writers is very diffeient, and tteir pecuH«ritiea of 
alylfeand phrase are quite uaUko, wkilst at the same time they are very charaeteristie, 
Kor are their views alike ou all pomta. There is nothing to shew that Langknd 
was a follower of Wycliffc, thotjc^^h he may havu regarded hia teaching with com- 
placeney. Bat we need not infer that Langljmd was now dead, or that ho wrote no 
more than the *' Tision." A poem on tlio *' Deposition of Richard II." reproduces 
all his peculiarities, and betrays, as I thiakj the band of the mastar. 
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to teach him his Creed is copied from the description of the efforts of 
William the dreamer ta find where the abode is of Bo- well, Bo-tet, 
and Do-heat. In fact, it is easy to point to the particular passage in 
the " y iaion " which he was tliinking ot The first fifteen linea of J 
the Prologue to the Vita de Do-well give the key-note to thdj 
" Crede,^' and I therefore quote them heie by way of illustration. 
J3us I-rohed in russet ' romed I abouto 
AI a somer sesoun ' for to aeche Dowel^ 
And fraynide ful ofte ■ of folk jat I motto 
5if any wi^t wiste " where Dowel was at inne. 
And what man he mi^te he ' of many man I adkide. 
Was neuer wiht as I wente ' fat me wiase coufe 
Wher f is ladde loggede ' lease ne more j 
Til hit fel on a Friday ' twei Frerea I mette, 
Maistres of J)e Menoura ' men of grete wittea. 
Ich heilede hem hendeh ' as ich hedde ideomed, 
And preiede hem, par charite ^ er ])ei passede furre, 
'' 3if J?ei knowen any cuntre * or coostes aboute 
Wher Jiat Dowel dwellej) ■ do me to wisse." 
" }t!h.n" quod f e Menour ' " among ys he dwellcfj 
And euer haf , aa ich hope ' and euer schal her-after." 

Piers PlowmaNj (ed. Skeat^ 1867) j Text A, ix. 1—16. 

We shonld observe, too, that the two authors take rather different 
views of ** Piers the Ploughman." Langland considers him as th© 
type of a class of industrious and lowly-minded men, wdio guided their 
life by the Gospel, and by their influence induced others t-o admire 
and practise a pure and simple fonn of Christianity based upon a 
true-felt love for then" fellows* Langland^s Ploughman gives good 
adnce even to the knight and to gentle ladies ; and, towards the end 
of the poem, he introduces tJie Piers Ploughman, par e^cellmcBj the 
good Samaritan above all others, Jesus Christ the righteous. But the 
Ploughman in the Crede is an individual, a plouglunan and no more, 
descnbed as in an abject state of povertyj yet so gifted ^nth homely 
eommon sense as fully to see through all the tricks of the friars, and 
knowing very little more than is necessary for his soul's health, little 
more than the Creed and the Gospels. It is perhaps right to I'emijid 
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[ leader tliat there is a difference eyen in tlie very titles of the poems, 
one ia "Piers Ploughman's Crede/* i e, the creed which the 
ploughnian taught ; the other is " Yiaio Willehni de Petro Plough- 
man^" the "Yision of Piera Ploughman which William saw," and 
which may be spoken of as the " Yieion/* or as " Piera Ploughman/* 
but never as '* Piera Ploughman- e Yiaionj" excopt by such as havo 
no regard for aceuracyj and who would not stick at using the term 
" Christian's Yision " as an equivalent one to Bunyan^s virion of ono 
Christian, 

§ 13, Any further information about the author of the " Crede" 
can only he obtained by the discovery of other poema which he may 
have written, ^ow there are aomo poems printed in ** Monumcnta 
Franciscana," pp. 691 — 608, andagam printed in Wright's "Political 
Poema," vol, L pp. 253 — 270, which are worth some attention. The 
first ia in Latin, the second two (of which Mr Brewer has made three) 
in English ; they are all by the same author, and clearly written 
during the reign of E:ichard 11.^ by one who aaye that he had been 
a novice in the order of St Francis, but had left it to become a 
Wycliihto ; also, that he was not an apostata^ as he bad not stayed 
in the convent his full year^ but only abont ten months and twenty 
days. They are outspoken attacks upon the friars, and upon the 
Minorites in particular, and at first sight seem to have a good deal in 
common with the " Crede." A carefiil acmtiny, however, of their 
language makes the identity of authorship seem doubtful, and, though 
it seemed to me at first probable, I now give it up ; though, at the 
same time, these poems well deserve to be compared with the " Crede," 
and I have therefore quoted from them occasionally in the IS^otea. 
But there is another poem which stands a close scrutiny better^ and 
deservea yet more attention, and this is no other than the well-knoivn 
" Plowman's Tale," which has even been, attributed to ChaucePj though 
it most certainly is not his* It may be found among the Canterbury 
Tales in most old editions subsequent to 1542 j and also under the 
title of the "Complatat of the Ploughman," in Wright's ** Political 
Poems," voL i. pp. 304- — 346. I^ow the writer of this piece distinctly 



^ The one in Latin describea tlie council held at London in a.d. 1332< 
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clauns to have writteD the ** Crede ; " for he eaySi 

•^ Of freres I have told before 
In a making of a Crede ; " 

i. e, in a poem named a " Creed." Mr Wright, if I interpret him. 
correctly, eeems to think this means no more than that the two 
poems vere written by two men of the same way of thinking. But 
I am inclined to take it literaUjj simply in the plain eense wMch 
the words naturally hear. After reading this ** Complaint of the 
Ploiighmati " again and again, I am more and more eonvinced that 
its writer states the simple truth. The dialect of the poems is the 
same ; there is the same use of the past participle beginning with /* 
or T- ; the vocabulaTy is veiy similar ; identities of phrase occur in 
many places ; wMlat the object of both is precisely the same, viz. to 
attack the friars, and to defend Wycliflfe. The proof would he some- 
what tedious from the very great number of similarities which might 
be adduced ; but some of the most striking will be found in the 
notes. It is quite a noticeable feature in the " Crede " how frequently , 
the words gloBCj giosinge, glosed- occur ; and there is precisely tie I 
same repetition of them io the " Complaint." In both poems occur 
such remarkable words as tote {to look), ang&rUchey haselardst falshed^ 
defend^ (forbade), higge (to build), GrocJisttes or crokettss, eggeth^ 
faitourSy hemeSf fain (to feign), seim (to follow), qiteint^ qaeintim 
{in the peculiar sense of crqfty^ craft) ^ lordly wisse^ se (seat), curates^ 
wihie^ sain (to say), seker or Mke7\ iruase (to pack), hongen {to hang), 
and many others. The full force of the argument can only be per- 
ceived by a reader who compares the poems for himself, and consists 
even more in the fact that the force of the above words in both 
poems is generally the same, than in the mere occurrence of the 
words themselves ; yet even this is of great weight, considering how 
short the poems are, and how rare are some of the words. Then 
again, wo find, in both, like pecuhar expressions such as, curteia 
Chrid^ cutted elothes^ &c, lint the similarities which a reader would 
probably attach most weight to are such as these which I here 
tabulate. 
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Qtwiedftvm " The Oomplaiiity 
Ipainted and portred. 

Such that cannot say her Credo. 
They nold nat demen after the 

face- 
In cattel catching is her comfort. 

Marketr-beaterSj and niedling make. 

The poor in apirite Criat gan 



Quoted from the "Crede:' 

, . portreid and pajnt {1. 121). 

. . peynt & porti^ (L 192). 

y can noh^t my Crede (8). 

J>ei ahulden noujt after fe fac« ■ 
neuer f e folke demen (670), 

And also y sey couetise * catel to 
fongen (146), 

At marketts <& miraclea * w© 
medlej) tb neyers (107). 

And aHe pouere in gost ' God him- 
self blissef (521). 

Of double worstede y-dy|t (228), 

, . ben maystera i-called 

)>at |>Q gentill leans . . , purl/ 
defended (574). 

[but for the temptation of worldly 

Tvaalth] 
|>ei achulden deluen & diggen ' 

and dongen fe erfe (785). 
I sei^ a sely man me by ' opon 

fe plow hoogen (421), 

Severn! more points of resemblance might be dted^ but surely 
these are aofficient to conhnn a statement made by the author him- 
selfj and agauut i^hieh there cannot be adduced any argmnent what- 
ever. It may be looked upon, I thinkj as a provetl fact ; and I would 
ask the reader who baa any lingering doubts fairly to compare the 
poems, and he will see how very much — to save space^I have under- 
stated and curtailed the proofs of it. 

I 14, There is no exact evidence for the date of the "Complaint," 
but Mr Wright puts it down at about 1393 or 1394^ gi\ing to the 
'* Crede " the date 1392, and to the proceedings against Walter Brute 
that of 1391, But these proceedings lasted some time, and were not 
over till 1393, being merely C£W7if?ie?ic^ in 1391 ; and on this account 



With double worsted well ydight 
Masters to he called defended he 
tho. 

Had they ben out of religioun, 
They must have hanged at the 

plowe. 
Threshing and diking from toun 

to toune. 
They must have hanged at the 

plowe. 
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I assign about 1394 as the date of the " Crede," and about 1395 as 
that of the " Complaint." These dates satisfy every condition, and I 
do not think will ever need much alteration. 

§ 15. The "Crede" has always been a favourite poem. Dr 
Whitaker quotes the following. "A piece" (says Mr Rawlinson, 
speaking of the Crede) " rare and good, in which the remains of 
Monastic Antiquity are graphically described. It charms me on that 
account when e'er I read it ; " Heame. MS. Collections, YoL Ixxxii 
page 75. It has several passages of great interest, as for instance, the 
celebrated description (one of the best we have) of a Dominican con- 
vent. The pillars were painted and polished, and carved with 
curious knots. The windows were well wrought and lofty. The 
buildings were well waUed-in aU round, with postem-doors for easy 
egress. There were gardens and "erberes" (herbaria) with well- 
clipped borders, a cross curiously carved, and " tabernacles " used for 
reconnoitring from. Then there was the minster with its arches, and 
crockets, and knots of gold, its painted windows glorious with coata- 
of-arms and merchants' marks, its tombs with knights in alabaster, 
and lovely ladies by their side in gay garments ; its cloisters pillared 
and painted, covered with lead and paved with painted tiles, with 
conduits of tin and lavers of " latun ; " and its chapter-house fairly 
carved, and with a splendid ceiling. Then there was a refectory like 
a king's hall, regal kitchens, a dormitory with strong doors, halls, 
houses, chambers, infirmary, &c. ; and then yet more houses with gay 
garrets, and every window-hole glased. How excellent, again, are 
the portraits of the fat friar with his double-chin shaking about, as 
big as a goose's egg, and the poor ploughman with his hood full of 
holes and his mittens made of patches, followed by his poor wife going 
"bare-foot on the bare ice, that the blood followed !" Whilst the 
cry of the ploughman's children sums up the early history of the poor 
of England in the words — 

" And alle fey songen o songe * pat sorwe was to heren ; 
\)ej crieden alle o cry • a carefull note." 

The real value of the poem lies, in fact, in these and other vivid and 
exact descriptions, which are alike useful to the antiquary and 



PREFACE, 



rin teres ting to the general rtMider, as tliej give a clear insight into 
the condition of the poor, the animosity which existed between 

LtJie friars and the secular clergy, and, moat striking point of all, 

I the utter contempt in which the orders held each other, and the 
audacity with which, each tried to surpass the rest both in pitUess 
extortion and in proud display. To sum up all briefly, the poem is 
one which deserves not only to be read^ but 'to be studied ; it is ono 
of those which is much more interesting on a eeeond perusal than on 
y first, and continually improves upon acquaintance. It is well illus- 

"'trated by, aiid weU illustrates, Chaucer, and, in particular, the 
" Sorapnoures Tale." It is of much value to lexicogniphers, who 
have made considerable use of it ; and it is on this account (as well as 
with a view to make this edition suitable for use in schools), that I 
have tried to make the Glossarial Index tolerably full and complete.' 

■ j 16, ^OTE ON THE FIVE EXTRA LINES NOW FlBflT PKINTUD. It 

has been already mentioned that the MSS. are shewn to be indo' 
pendent of the printed edition by the appearance in them of ftre 
new lines. It so happens that l^ese Unes are certainly genuine, 
and of great importance. They are U, 822, 823, and 828, 829, 
and 830. It is quite easy to see why Eeynold Wolfe did 
not print them ; they savoured far too much of the doctrine 
of transubstantiation to he likely to he acceptable to Protestant 
readers in the reign of Edward VI, ; and he therefore purposely 
suppressed them. But ho did it very clumsily, for he quite over- 
oked the fact that the omission of them took away the clue to 
' the context and quite robbed it of all meanings so that the whole of 
_1L 824- — 827 and 831 — 840 seem to be inserted, much to the reader *a 
bewilderment^ literally a-propoa of nothing.^ But now that theaa 
' lines are restored, tho drift of this whole passage is clear enough, and 
wo perceive that the author is attacking the friars on yet one more 
point, viz. for the subtlety of their ai^uments about the sacrament of 
the mass, and for their attempts to explain a mystery winch had much 

' The word " Chapolory" is quoted in RichardHoa'fi Dictionary undor the head 
of Uhapetj by a straji^e blunder ; and the word " Poynt-til/' which ia given in 
mutny diotictame^ is, I believe, one whicli never existed except hy a misprint i ma 
note to 1. 194. 

^ He made yet another clumsy alteration; yiz* by anbatitntinj *^ Abbot ^' for 
** hychop " in U. 748 and 756, regardloM of aHitcration* 



XX 



ADDITIONAL NOTE TO l. 428. 



As regards the description of the poor ploughman, Mr Farnivall has 
kindly sent me the following quotation, which helps to shew that the 
meaning of mete is middling, poor^ mean^ as already suggested. 

" * He cloth my-selfe in strange array, 
in a beggars habbitt I will goe, 
thai when I come before the Erie of March, 
my clothing strange he shall not knowe.' 

John, hee gott on a clouted cloake, 
soe meete & low then by his knee, 
wtth 4 garters ypon one Legg, 
2 aboue, & towe below, trulye." 
William Stewart and John; Bp. Percy's Folio MS., p. 432 j 
printed in vol. iii. of the Ballads ^ Romances. 

I would add, with regard to the word Aokschynes, that hacke in German 
and Aai in Dutch, are both used to denote the heel. 

With regard to 11. 627-629, a reply to my query in " Notes and Queries ** 
has appeared, written by Mr G. A. Sala. See N. & Q. ; 3rd S. xii. 211. 
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ROS, AND Curteis Crist • fis begynnynge spede, ^i»rf«t and His 

^_^ cross sp60(i tiiis 

For Jje faderes frendchipe • pat fourmede Heuene, beginning! 
And )}oru3 Jje speciall spirit • pat sprong of hem tweyne, 
And alle in on godhed • endles dwellejj ! 4 

A and all myn A.b.c * after haue y lemed, ^ knowmyPater- 

•^ '' ' nosterandmy 

And [patred] in mj pater-noster * iche poynt after ojjor, Ave, but i know 
And after all, myn Aue-marie ' almost to pe ende ; 7 
But all my kare is to comen * for y can noh3t my Crede. 
Whan y schal schewen myn echrift • schent mote y 

worjjen, 
j)G prest wil me punyche • & penaunce enioyne ; 
be Lengbe of a Lenten * flech moot y leue £"ha" ^"^e '<> 

^ or J last 40 days after 

After Jjat Estur ys yeomen • and pat is hard fare ; 12 Easter is come. 

And Wedenes-day iche wyke • "wip-outen flech-mete. 

And also JesM hym-self * to the Jewes he seyde, 

" He pat leeuep nou3t on me * he lesop pe blisse." 

bcrfor leme be byleue • leuest me were, 16 Therefore must i 

^ r J » learn my Creed, 

And if any werldly wi^t • wille me coupe, if any true man 

^ , -. , , , n will teach me. 

Oper lewed or lered * pat lyuep perafter, 
And fulliche folweth pe feyp * and feynep non oper ; 
j)at no worldliche wele • wilnep no tyme, 20 

But lyuep in louynge of God • and his lawe holdep, 
And for no getynge of good • neuer his God greuep, 

8. 8piHt;\ sprite B. 17. And if] Yf B; Gif C. 

6. Ipatred] i^&tTQa AC; parte* B; 19. fey n fey3 A; FaitheB; feith 

see note, and footnote to I. 451, C; cf, I, 95. 

8. For y, A has p by mistake, here 20. wilne]^ — tyme'] willeth at no 

and inhd; BC have £ tyme {over an erasfUTe) B, 

1 



fHE AITTHOB UEETB A VTN^ORITE^ 



men, bnt thej 
tMnnjol tell mo. 



Tltii 1 ask&fl the 
FriflTHj wha fl&id 
the lock of bQlUr 
lay locked In th^lr 
hEkods, 



I uketJi. Minorite 
flntt. 



telling hint Uialt I 
thuLif^bt a Cunuel- 
Ite could tefltctiTQe. 



The Mtn&rilo 
Chotiglit me niad, 
end said} 

*' Carmelites arsj 
nature. 



Eot follow [e]f liini fe full wej ' ui* he f e folke laugji 
But to many maner of men • Jjis ma, tier is a§kedj 24 
Bof G to lered and to lewed * pat se jn fat pey leneden 
Hollich on Jje grete god ' and liA.clen alle his hestes ; 
But hy a fraynyng far-fan ' failejj per manye, 27 

For first y fraynede Jjg f re res * and fey me fulle tolden, 
pat all f e frute of f e fayf ' was in here foure ordrea^ 
And f e cofres of cm tend am ' & f e keye bof en, 
And f e lok [of beleve * lyeth] loken in her hondea. 
Jjanne [wende] y to wyten * & wif a whi^t y mette, S2 
A Menom-e in a morow-tide ■ & to f ia man I saide, 
" Sire J for gfete god[e].^ lone ^ f e graif f ou me telle, 
Of what myddelerde man ' my^te y best leme 
My Crede 1 For I can it noujt ' my kare m fe more ; 3t 
& periore, for Cristea Iouq ! " f i councell y praie, 
A Carm me haf y-eoiienannt ' f e Crede me to teche i 
But for f ou knowest Cannes well * f i counsaile 

aske." 
J?i3 MenouT loked on me ' and kw^yng he seyde, 4C 
** Leue Cristen man ^ y leue pat f ou madde ! 
WhoTi^ schulde f ei techen f e God' fat con not hemselnBl 
pel ben hut jiigulei-s ' and iapers, of kyiide, 
Lorelfl and Lechiires ' & lemma?? s h olden ; 4| 

J^eyf er in order ne out ■ but vn-nef e lybbef , 
And bjiape]? f e fulke ' wip gestes of Rome ! 
It ia hut a faynt folk ■ i-fomided vp-on iapoa, 



23. ftfUon-e]^'] follow^ Aj Followith 
Bj folweth a 

25. jjr^] A Jtu^ Itep by niutake, here 
and iji 1. 28 ; BC imve they* leueden^ 
leveden B; liueden C. 

2G, hesites^ liesteg («w?) A; hestya 
B ; testes C, 

27. fra^nyng~\ frft)jnyTig A ; frayn- 
yng BC. 

28. fr€r€f\ Friers B. \i6y mefnlle\ 
tliem Ml B {where tJie m is &t'er an 
ertisiire). 

30, ho]i&n\ Ijef ee A ; betben (?) B ; 
bothen C. 



31. \&f—hjeih'] Fnm B; of byleu 
lieth C ; au lL>ne hia A {corrtfptl^}. 

32. \jwffnde'] wendB; weimede Oj 
wittede A, tpytenj wytten C, 

S3. Memvre] Minoum C. 
ct4, ffiides^ gods A ; godes BC, grai)t^ 
grsithC; tnutli(flr£f/*graith erased") bA 
as. Credtf]SomABi C /i£f*nede.*j 

40. MefumrJ my no tir B ; Miuour Cj 

41. \fat—m/iddv'] that thou maid B|J 
that thou mft<3de C ; see h 280. 

42. sehuldc^muTBritten&GhQd&in J 

43. jii0ul£rs'\yug\x]eT&A; iagulersC 
46. ge^tes] iestes B, 



THE MlNOllITE l>EOillES THE AT:GU3TIXE:g. 



J^ei makejj hem Marios niGn ' (so pei men telleii), 48 

And lie]) on our Ladio ' many a longe tale. 

And pat wicked Iblke ' wymmen bi-traiejj, 

And bigilej) hem of her good ^ wi|j glauerynge woide&j 

And ft^rwij holdon her hous ■ in harlutes werkea. 52 

Andj ao sane me God ! ' I hold it gret synne 

To 3jiien hem any good ' swiche glotouea to fynde, 

To maynteyne swiche ' maner raea ■ pat mychel good 

destruyef, 
jet seyn they in here svitilt© ■ to sottoa in toi?TieSj 56 
J?oi comen ont of Carmeli ' Crist for to foUowen, 
& feynejj hem with holynee ^ pat ynele hem bisemejj. 
pei lynen more in lecherie * and lieth in her tales 
JSan snen any god Hife j ' but [lurkan] in her seUee, 60 
[And] TTynnen werldliche god * & wastan it in synne. 
Aiid jif pel coujjen her erede * of er on Crist leuedeUj 
|)ei weren nou^fc so harthe * swiuh harlotri vsen. 
Sikerli y can nou3t fynden ' vrlm hem first foundud, 64 
But J)6 folee fonndeden hem-self ^ freres of the Pye, 
And makcn hem mendynanns * & iiiarre Jje puple. 
But what glut of pQ gomes ^ may any good kadien. 
He will kepen it hyni-self * & cofren it faste, 68 

And Jjei^ his felawea fayle good * fur him he niaj 

steruen. 
Her money may bi-q^uest * & testament inaken, 
And no obedience bere • but don as [hem] luste. 
[And] Ty3t aa Kol>ertea men ' raken aboiite, 72 

At feiros & at ful ales ' & fyllen f e cuppe, 
And preche]) all of pardon ■ to plesen the puple* 



wbo lie a1»at oat 
Lniy, and belmjf 
women. 



It Lb B Rteat sin to 
^ye them any^ 

[1 MS. "aw1«l#."J 



They llTDinane In 
Icdi^iy tlmri in 
l^oodUre; ii'hii-li 
they w*m\il nnt 
rlo, ir tliey knew 
tlielr Creed, 



No one founded 

they founded 
theinHClves. 



Ev&rj glutton 
nmoiiif lliem 
kc!eps all l<i liLui^ 

self. 



Peoplfl nay leave 
them iuoney, njid 
then do ui Lbey 

like. 



Thpy loEif ntiouti 
it fnlrs. 



48. so] and so BC. 

49. lis]t'] kyth B ; leleth C. 
53* gri^^ greafc B ; greate C, 
57. fttllofven'] folwen C 

69. lyueji] ley via B. ial^/\ tal lys 
B, 

60. suen] BoTiewm B, {^lutkrii C] 
Ijrken A ; lurkyn B* 

til. [And] But ABC, n^PrMliehe~\ 



werdliche C. 

62. 51/] Yef B] ghif C. 
65 » ffntiid^^hn} Foundon B* 
CS. !ti/i/nffl/] hem ielf C. 
G9. fj^-i]] though B I thoigh C. 

71. no'] none BO* [hem] hym ABC 
i^jiymnglij). htde] list B. 

72, [And] 4»tf i« BG J A M$ try^t^ 
& ryjt ; iee L 21fi. 



-k LUXURY OP THE CARMELITES. 

Her pacience is all pased • & put out to ferme, 
And pride is in her pouerte * pat litell is to preisei 
And at fe lulling of oure Ladye • pe wjmmen to h 
They are great at And miracles of myd wy ves • & maken wyminen to vi 

Miracle-plays* 

pat fe lace of oure ladie smok • li3te]? hem of chile 

Jjei ne prechen nou3t of Powel • ne penaunce for s^ 

But all of mercy & mensk • pat Marie male helper 

They follow after Wib steme staues and stronge • fey ouer lond stra 

women, whom 

they cau their Jjider as her lemmans ligge]? * and lurke]? in townc 
(Grey grete-hedede quenes • wij) gold by pe ei^en), 
And seyn, pat here sustren ]?ei ben • pat soioi 

aboute ; 
And pus about fey gon • & godes folke by-traief. 

St Paul preached It is J)e puple pat Powel * preched of in his tyme ; 

these; Phu. iii. He seyde of swich folk • pat so aboute wente, 
' Wepyng, y wame 30W • of walkers aboute ; 
It bef enemyes of pe Cros • pat crist opon folede. 
Swiche slomerers in slepe • slaufe is her ende, 
And glotony is her Grod • wif g[l]oppyng of drynl 
And gladnes in glees • & gret ioye y-maked ; 
In pe schendyng of swiche • schall mychel folk la' 

So don't believe ]>er£ove, frend, for J?i fey]? • fond to don betere, 

butTetTbemgo''" Leue nou3t on fo losels • but let hem for J) pasen, 
For fei ben fals in her feif • & fele mo ofere." 

"But can you not " Alas ! frere," quajj I fo • " my purpos is i-failed, 

who can tS me Now is my counfort a-cast ! • canstou no bote, 

mv Crood ? ** _ _ . . 

Where y my3te meten wif a man • pat mj^t 

[wissen] 
For to conne my Crede • Crist for to folwen 1 " 

80. Powel] Pawie B. 91. slflmerers] slomrers C. si 

8U m£rci — mensli] mary and melk elauth B ; slaughte C. her'] the 

(!) B. • 92. gloppyng] goppyng A ; g( 

84. ei^n] eighen C. B ; gloppynge C. 

85. mstren] sustern C. 94. mychel folk] many B. 
87. Porvel C] Powell A ; Powle B. 95. fond] Found B. 

89. ym] you BC. 99. counfort] comfort BC. 

90. opmi] vpon BC. \>ol€de] 100. [wissen] wyssen C; wi] 
tho lede C. (Jby mista1i£ for wiffen) ; whiffeE 



PRAISES OF THE MlNOKlTEa. 



" AERTETTfEj felawe," qiia|r fe fr^^re * ^*wi}M)uteii any 

^ faile. 
Of all men opon mold * we Menures most schewef 
pe pur© Apofitell[e]s Kfe ' wif penance on erjje, 104 
And snen hem in saunctite ' &^ siiffren well harde. 
We Immxten none tanemes " ne hobelon abouten ; 
At marketta & myiaclea ' wc medleji ys neverc ; 
W6 horidlen no money ' but mcnelich faroB, 108 

And baven hunger at [the] meate ^ at ich a mel onea. 
We hauen forsaken the worlde ' & in wo lybbef. 
In penaunce & pouerta ^ & prechejj pe puple, 
By ensample of oure life " soulea to helpen j 112 

And in pouertie pniien ' for all oure parteners 
pat jjnejj vs any good ■ god to honouren, 
OpQT bell ofer booke • or breed to our fode, 
Ojfer cateU ojer clof ' to coveren wijj ourbon&a, IIG 
Money or money-worthe j * here mede is in heYen, 
^or we buldep a burwj ' a hrod and a large, 
A Chirche and A Chapaile ■ with chamtera a-lofte, 
Wiji wide windowes y-wrou^t " & waHes well heyej 120 
pat mote bene portreid and paynt ■ & pidched ful clene, 
Wijj gaie glittering glas ' glowing as Jje sonne. 
And my^testou amend ea V3 ' wif money of Jjyn ownej 
Jjou chuldest cnely bifore Crist ' in conipaa of gold 1 24 
In pB wide windowe westwards * wel ni|e in the myddcll, 
And seynt Frauncea him-self ^ echall folden the in his 

COpSj 

nAnd presejite the to the tr3''nitie ■ and prate for tby 
sy Janes ; 






W^MinoiilesLead 
Die moat \iOly Ufa. 



We haunl iio 
tftveinK, or 
markbti^ or ptajfu. 



Wb live in 

for all our lay 
birethren who give 
cu anylhing. 



For we NilM a 
1ir|i:Eoouvantj 

WiTll WilnUlWalltlJ 

high walli« 



Onljf gWi it« 
BDTnetkiin^^ aitd 
50U Ahalibe 
ptiluted In OUT 
wMt irln<Jkiw, 
kni.«oliixig beiTiirfl 



103- u/to/i] vpon C* Mennre»} 
menniers B j Minorjfcea C. 

1(H. Apoitelhs] Apost^^lla A; 
apos teles C ', tipmtylUfs B. 

106. none} no C, 

107, medeie]?} medeley *C. 
108^ m^nelwk^ moneHch *G. 

109. [tfi6 BC] p^T A i7Kroiighj), 

110. li/bht?th^ resevtbkslyvveihifi A. 



117. rff] other BG, 

no. Chapaile] chapitre B {mer an. 
era^ni*e) ; chiipitle C. 

12 L }}iitf}it~\ pityntyd B] pnint C. 

VIZ. mffw] owen C. 

1^4. chvUUst enBl^'\ oliooldeat 
ktv«jly C ; ^haulde^t knety B. 

125, ^nmlowftl wj'ndowcH E^ wind- 
ow C. 



6 THE AUTHOR BIDS THE MI|^ORITE FAREWELL. 

Your name ahaii j)'i name schall noblich ben wry ten • & wrou3t for the 

be read there for . ^ ^^ 

ever. nones, 12o 

And, in remembrancd of fe * y-rade ]?er for euer. 
And, bro]?er, be ]?ou nou3t aferd ; • [bythenk in] thyn 
herte, 

Never mind your Jjou^ J)ou conne nou3t fi Ciede • kare J)ou no more. 

Creed; I can -r -i i •! o ji -j i i «»a 

eaeuyassoayou." I schal asoilen J?e, syre • & setten it on my sonle, 132 
And fou male maken fis good • fenk ]jou non ojjer." 
" QiRE," y saide, " in certaine • y schal gon & asaye;" — 

I promised to try -^^^^ ^^ sette on me his honde * & asoilede me 

and find him pIptip 

»omethinjf ; he oieue, 

as8oiiedme,andi ^^j jjgjp y parted him fro • wiJ)-outen any peine, 136 
In couenant pat y come a3en • Crist he me be-tau3te. 
Jjanne saide y to my-self * " here seme]? litel trew]?e ! 
Then I thought of First to blamcn his brofer • and bacbyten him foule, 
(Mat.vii. 1-4); J?eire-as curteis Crist • clereliche eaide, 140 

* Whow my3t-tou in thine broker ei^e • a bare mote 

loken. 
And in fyn owen ei3e • nou3t a bem toten ? 
See fyist on fi-self • and si]?en on anofer, 
And dense clene J?i sy3t • and kepe well fyn ei3e, 144 
And for anofer manr^es ei3e • ordeyne after/ 
and how he And also y scy coueitise * catel to fongen, 
ness (Li^e Si! '" P^^ Crist haj) clerlichc forboden • & clenliche destruede, 
^^^* And saide to his sueres * forso]?e on fis wise, 148 

* ]N"ou3t fi ne^bours good • couet yn no tyme.' 
But charite & chastete • ben chased out clene, 

and that men are But Crist scidc, * by her fruyt * men shall hem ful 

known by their i » »> , .-, , 

fruits (Mat. vii. knowcn/ 151 

^^' J?anne saide y, " certeyn, sire • fou demest full trewe ! " 

128. noblicli] So in BC ; A really betaught BC. 
?ias noblipt a mistake caused by read' 141. my^ttov^ myght thou BC. 

ing noblich as noblith. tJiine'] thy C. bro\>er] brothers C. 

130. [Jbytlienk in] So in Q \ A 146. sey] saye B ; see C. 
corruptly has hy \>e,Ji\>i&a, 147. destruede'] distrayid B; des- 

134, gon] So in BC; A ?ias gone. truede C. 

137. betau^te] A really has betai3te 149. cou^t yn] couetyn A j coveit 

(^wlth the i undotted) by mere mistake; not at B ; coueyte in C. 



SPLENDtB 00!r?EXT OF THB DOMtHlCAKl* 



«ida vtndov^ 



privy pnsbarnfl. 



I 



lAKNE foiijt y to frayne J?e first * of Jis foure ordiim, i4ii«iBii«d 
L prc^iede to J^e preclioures ' to proven here wilier Doniticiaa. 
[Ich] hijede to her hoiMS ' to herken of more ; 
And wlian j earn to fitt court * y gaped alxjute. 156 
Swich a bild bold, y-buld ^ opon erbe hei^ie i b*d oevw iMn 

Say I nott|t in cert-eine * siffe a Jonge tyme. tfadramnnt. 

Y ^emede rpon ^at house ^ & jeme J?eroii l<iked, 159 
WI10U3 fe pilet^s weren y-peynt * and pulched ful clene, itii«iiMiot*iaiid 
And queynteli i-coruen " vnp curio use kaott^s, 
Wif wyndowes well y^wrou^t " wide vp o-lofta 
And jfanne j entrid in " and even-forji went, 
And all was walled f«t wone ■ fouj it wid were, 164 
Wijj posternes in piynytie ' to paaen when hem liste ; 
Oiche^ardes and erberee " eue^ed well clene. 
And a eurious croe * ci^ftly entaylDd, 
Wif tahemacles y-tijt ' to toten all abouten. 168 

pe pris of a plouj-lond ' of penyes so rounde 
To aparaile fat pyler ■ were pure lyteL 
Jeanne y munte me forf * fe mynstTe to knowen, 
And a-waytede a woon * wonderlie well y-beld^ 172 
WiJ) archer on eueriche half * & belliche y-€orven, 
Wif erochetea on corners ' wif knottes of golde, 
Wyde wyndowea y-wroujt ' y-written full Jjikke, 
Schynen wiJj scliapen scheldes " to schewen aboutc, 176 
Wi|? merkcB of marchauntea ' y-medled bjiiwene, 
Mo fan twenty and two ■ twyes j-noumbred. 
per is none heraud f fft liaf ■ halt swich a. rolle, 
Ri^t as a rageman ■ haf rckned hem newe. 180 

Tombes opon tabernacles * tyld opon lofte, 
Housed in Mmes ' harde set abouten^ 



T|i« miiifltf wmM 

veil built, 



with crofk«ti and 
kjiou of Koldf 



wiitfi wind ftwi 
with o(3ats-«r> 



nmrblc. 



I 



]55. lick C] With A (% et^ident 
wti^aJf£)\ ytche B* 

157. opon^ vpon 0, 

158. Say] Sawe B, 

159. ^emede] aemyd B; semed •C. 
eyj^a] apon B ; opoti C, 

im. lV7imfi\ How B; Wliow C. 
162. olijftv} aloft Bi alofte C. 




IGC. Orch^afdi'}i] Orclicyardes C; 
Orchardf^s B. evh^re^^ Erbara B, 
eiiff^d AC] rayd B. 

1 7 1 - 3W « nW] TOO an t B , 

172. & i^tmn] it aaon {orer fflfc era* 
sure) B ; f/. I. 164, yht;kl} yhUd C. 

ISL opon^ vpon C. 

183. hiriwit] Mtemis B J honies "C. 



THE CLOIflTEaej CSAPTEH-HOirsK, AND HEFECTOEY. 



wli^riQDii lay 
knlglita, with 
braddo tlieiiL 



Tlie dlolRter was 
pillared And 
pain led, cov&rM 
with l&Ad, and 
paved with 
painted iV.ei. 



The chaptcr-htmEe 
wufl carved find 

fine eeilm^i. 



The refeulorj wna 
like h To;?al hall, 
And ^laz^d like A 
church. 



There w&t9 other 
ch&mberei Eind 
chntHjli^ aiid 



Of armede alabaiistTe " clad frtr fe nones, 

[Made vpon marbel ' in manj maner wyse^ 184 i 

Knyghtes in her conieantfis ' clad for J?© nones J 

All it seined eeyntes ' y-sacred opon er)re ; 

And lonely ladies y-wT0U3t ' ley en by her sydes 

In many gay garmenl^ " pat weren gold-bet^n. 1 88 

Jjonj J>e tax of ten jer ^ were trewly y-gadercd, 

Nolde it noujt maken fat hous ' half ^ as y trowe. 

panne kam I to pai cloiater ' & gaped alxinten 191 

"VVTioii^ it was pilered and peynt ' & portred well eleneiy 

All y-hyled wi]j leed ' lowe to Jo stonea. 

And y-paued wijj feyni til ' i^he poynte after ojjer; 

Wijj kunditos of cleno tyn ' closed all abonte, 

Wi]j lauoUTca of latun ^ louelyche y-greithed. 1 96 

I trowo ]?o gaynage of f e groimd • in a gret schii© 

Isolde aparaile pat place ^ bo poynt til other endo. 

)>anne was fe cliaptire-hous "^TTou^t ' as a greet chirche, 

Comcn and couered - and qneyntliche entayled ; 200 

Wi|i eemlich selnre " y-set on lofte ; 

As a Parlemeiit-hons ' y-peynted aboute. 

)janno ferd y into fraytonr ' and fond fere an of er, 203 

An halle for an hey^ kinge * an housholde to holden, 

Wif brode hordes abonte ■ y-benched wel clene, 

Wif windowes of glas ^ wronjt as a Clnrohe^ 

Jeanne walkede y ferrer ^ & went all abouten, 

And mij halles full hy3€ * & houses fuU noble, 201 

Chambers wi]? chymneyea ■ *& Chapells gaie ; 

And kychens for an hy^e kinge • in castells to holden. 



4 



1 84 J 1 Slip Omitttfd in A; I gk^e 
thae lines from E, tut If/ alteHng j^ 
nonya itit& f« ttOQes^ and Knyie* into 
Koyght^*. 

184, ^p&n\ opon C* 

185. her cognisant e$j ther cod lean t^ 
C. 

167. %^»] lyen B, 
IBB. gaivrtentei] garneniens C. 
ttt2, jj^rtmrf] porteryd B ; portreyd 
C. 



1&4* peynt tit] painetyte B (indls' i 
tifiat, and with some letter Turittenl 
o^er paine) ; poyuttyl C. 

lyy, i?7^ff/jfirp] chapter B J diapitm^ 
C. 

201, i/gef] yaeet *C; I- sett B. 

20G. fflas] glase B ; glatiB C, 

208. *^t] Beigh Cj ace B, 

209. ckymii^yes'] ohymeneys 
chymbneifl B, 



THE PAT DOMINICAN FRIAR, 



And her dortoiir y-dijto ■ w1)j dorc»a ful stronge ; 
Fermery and fraitur - with fele mo lioiiseg, 212 

And all etrong aton wall * sterEe opon heif e, 
Wijj gaie garitos & grete " & iclie hole j-glflsed ; 
[And ojera] houses y-uowe * to herberwe fc queeae. 
And jet fisG bilderes wilne beggen ' a. bagg-ful of 

T^heate 21G 

Of a pure pore man * fat maie onefe paie 
Half his rent© in a |er * and hall" ben beb jnde I 
Jeanne turned y a^en ' whan y hadde alL y-totcd, 
And fond in a iireitour ' a frere on a bench Cj 220 

A greet cherl & a giym ' growea aa a t^^nne, 
WiJj a face as fat " as a full bledder, 
Blowen bretfuU of bref ' & as a bagge honged 223 

On bofen his ahekesj & his chyn ' wijj a chol loHede^ 
As greet as a gos eye ■ growen all of grecc ; 
Pat all wagged his fleche ■ as a qiiyk rayre. 
Hia cope fat hiclypped him ■ wel dene was it f olden. 
Of double woratetle y-dy^t ' doun to f e hele ; 228 

His kyrtel of clene whijt ■ elenlyche y-sewed ; 
Hyt was good y-now of ground ^ gi^yn for to bercn, 
I haylsede pat herdoraan ' & hendllche y saide, 
" Gode syre, for Godes lone ^ canstou me graij) tellen 232 
To any worjjely wijjt ' pat [wissen] me couJ?e 
Whou y stihulde conne my Crede ' Crist for to folowe, 
J}at lenede lellichc him-aelf " & lyuode fenifter, 
Jjat feynede non falahcdo * but fully Criat auwede ] 236 
Pot aich a certeyn man ' syker wold y trosten, 
Pat he wolde tello me ]jo trowfe ' and tume to none 

ojjer. 
And an Anstyn pis ender daie ■ egged me faste ; 239 



LnRnnaiy vUli a 
reCpt'tory. 



Vet nlll thepo 
bq:Ud«T« i»g a 
ha^fal cf wtieRt of 



on a benuh, with 
Tat (ace. 



and A doublB-chin 
bl^ u a pxm'M 



FTJi rope was uf 
d^ublerl woreted;, 
■nd hlij kjrtle 
claan white. 



I pmjed HUn id 
t«ll mit Qt ono who 
could teuch ma 
my Cifwd. 



'*Aii Auatln 
iVIar," said I, 



215, [_And f^\fers] A hifn to ]:'er&^ hy 
irtvst^ke for k. o^^/'e; BO have And 
other. Cf. fmtnuti^ to h 12. 

217. jiw/'ff] B omits. 

221. ehcrt] chorl C. 

222. a&fat Qf[ &o fat aa C. 
221. a chol\ ftctiolc B. 



225* As'] So C- gm eye] goB« egg 
B. aW] ffull (ptBf ath erasure) B. 

233. [/ri*^f!/i] willen A ; wiffen B \ 
vfh^n C ; »ee 1. 100. 

ySS. Uuede] levid B ; lenede *C. 

2m. non'] no C. 

237. ttQden] trp&ten B, 



10 



DaMtNJCi.N5 AUK HADE POPE& 



*Hn1i] md Ikii order 
wu flnt fouzid- 



*' be is m. man 



Bfvt RHtndfld, iad 
ftpprov'vd dcrkK 



ir« can bo pnpes ; 



'* Christ spake not 
ttiiw/' iialdl. 



Lu, X. 1S< 



woUfiuidl^lthliQ. 



TitH AuGtrstijri 
Xben 1 fotui4 an 



JSfft he wolde teehen me wel ^ he ply^t me Uia tretibe, 

And seyde me, * sorteyne " syjjea Crist died 

Otiie ordir wm [euelles] * & ei^t y-founde/ " 

" "Ptrst, fekwG !" quaf he - *' fy on his* pildie 1 

-'- He k but ahortijf ' eked wijj doutcs I 244 

He holdej? his ordynaunce ■ vfipe hores and j^ues. 
And purchase^ hem pryiiilegea ^ wif peiiyes so rounde ; 
It ia a pur pardoners craft - proue & asaye I 
Far haue pal J>i money ^ a monef (jcmtlter, 218 

Certes, |)ei| J>ou come ajea ' ha nyl f o non^t knowen. 
Hut, felawe, our foundement * waa lir^t of ]je of ere, 
jAjifZ %^e hen fouaded fulliche * ^f-outeu iayntise ; 
And we hen clerkes y-cnowen ' cunnynge lq acole, 252 
Proued in procession * hy proc^^aae of hiwe* 
Of oure ordre per he]? ' hichopes wel mauye, 
Seyntes on sundry stedea " pat suflfreden harde ; 
And we hen proued pG prija " of popes at Eome, 250 
And of gretost degre * as godspelles tellef .'* 
" A ! syre," quajj y f anne ' *' jjou aeyst a gret wonder, 
Sif on Cri^t eeyd hym-self ' to all his disciples, 
* Which of jou pat is most ■ most schal he werthe, 260 
And who is goer byfome ' first achal he seruen/ 
Ajtd seyde, ' he sa\?e aatan * sytten full hey3e 
Ajid ful lowe hen ydeyd ; ' * in lyknea he tolde, 
pat in pouemesae of spyrit ^ is spedfulleat hole, 264 
And hcrtes of heynesse ' harmejj f e aoule. 
And fej-fore, frei*e, fare well ' here fynde y hut pride j 
Y preise nonjt fi pishing ' hut as a pure myte/' 
And aiiger[l]ich y wandrede ' pQ Austyns to proue, 26B 
And mette wijj a maister of f o men ' & mnklich y seydo, 
" Maiater, for Jje moder lone ' fat Marie men kallef. 



241. sy^en] misn*ritien ay^en in A^ 
htf mere iltjf ; sythjn B; syghtheu C, 

242. [^euelles'] Ft'om ; yvellis 
B ; y-uell(ifl {altered to y-ueffes) A 

248. H] ^^y 0; the n. 
24[». nt^q nyll B ; wil C. 
26 L hyfitriks} aforn B* 



2C3, /«r foM!^] fidlowe AB; fu!low O 

2G5, /t£^J^?te^a(?] highoes {also hey- 
nesse t'lt mai'ffin) B ; beyne *C» 

267. prevhinifl precbyns *G. 

2t}8, anfferlii'h] aii^ri^icheB- angier* 
Ich AG ; tee note. 



THE AUGDSTINE DECBIES THE MINOBIIZS. 



n 



K 



Minorite," 
£i % % my sDulj 

for th«?y keep 
the ke^fl of 
Chriateuilotn." 

"Alas!" Bai4 he, 
*' htiw Uiine 
Mhioiitea begnile 



aowest boti oiiit^ ber bou comtist ■ a tTf eataur oa ert?f\ Ansiin friar, and 

. , a^fki'tl whers 1 

]>Eit coude me my Crede tcclie ' and trewliehe enfouime, couia lea™ mj 
Wif-outeaa flaterjnge far© ' & noting feyne ? 273 

J)cit folwe}* ftilllelie Jje feiji ■ aiid none other faLlea, 
"VViJy-outen gabby nge of glose ■ as Jjg godspellea telle (i ) 

Menour hab me holly by-hy^t ' to holen my aoule, "A Mi 
For he aei]? fat her sekte ■ v& sykerest on er^ "*''' 

And ben kepers of pe keye ■ Jjat CristRi^dorae helpejj, 
And pur[l]iche in poucrte ' fe apostells fey suwe]?." 
" 1 LA3 1 ** qnaj? ]je ftier ■ " almost y mttdde in mynde, 
^^ To sen houj fjis iiinoures ' many men begyleth ! 
Sof U, sonime of fo gomes ' haj? more good him-selue 
JSan ten knyjtca fat y knowe * of eatell in cofera ] 
In fraytouT f ei faren best ' of all f e fonre orderSj 284 
od [vsen] ypocricie * in all f rtt fey werdien, 
.d preehen all of paifitnea * but loke now, y f e praye, 
oTijt but profre hem m pryyite " a [peny] for a masse, On^ o^for me n 
And, but bis cnane be prcst * put out myne ei|6, 288 bfi m^ is rtudj 
JJ0U3 be hadde more money hid ^ fan marchant^^ of 

Tvolle I 
Loke bou3 f is lor^smen ■ lordes bytrayen, 
Seyn fat fey folwen fidly ' Fraunceses rewle, 
J)at in cotyBge of bis cope ^ is more clof y-f olden 293 
Jjan T¥as in ITraimces froc ' wban he hem fii-st made. 
And ^etj vnder fat cope ■ a cote haf he furred, 
rif foyus, or wif fltchewe^ ■ of er fyn bener, 
\nd fat is cutted to fe kne ' & qneyntly y-botend, 206 
^I^est any epirituall man ^ aspie fat gile, 
^Bfk^Tineea bad his href eren ■ barfote to wenden j 

^ 27 






I A nt 



dupes they \\^^'&, 
and yet Ihcy have 
a ftim?d <jciat 
beneath J. cut 
ahort tboagh, sd 
ai not ba be a«Qiw 



Thej ought to ga 



I 271, cTeat&H:r\ creature C« 
273. feyne^ fayno B. 
275. gabby nffc"] gabyn^ ; gabb- 
ing B, fjiodiipellef\ gogspuUtf^ B. 
27tir Meiwur^ minowj" B ; Minoure 

279* purlick^^ puricbe ABC ; bid 
gee L 318. 

28o» [r»<7fi] Vis tin ; Tson B ; 



Tsnne A- 

28t>, ^??(7/] of all B. 

287.^ Iprti^ BCj paoy A- 

288. £f?iiav^] knave B ; name *C. 
prei^t'] Preet *0* 

29i. A^eJj] a Aei^ lia>e {badlg) ; 
hath BC, 

2^B. fitek^tves] fickewes 0; ficheu 
B. 




PRAISES OF THE AUGDSTIKE FRIARS, 



Imrcfnq^ and fh^y 

i^icHfl, and ho&o 
■l^y cut itacxrL 



Lords lov& tiiemt 
for they sefem to 
buiublej liut they 

ecit«iL 



W^ were rounded 
flrfttf an^ were 
tiennila iti the 



till t^fm fri.m 
Invaded tihe 



sud we rollowed 
thflm, to funand 
thorn. 



All tbat belp <mr 
hotuse we at once 



Un yyw help qs, 
B^nA we'll grant 



Kon ban Jjei buttled sclion * for blej-nyngQ of her ' 
And hosen in liarcle we Jet ^ y-hamled by Jye ancle, 300 
A7id spicerie sprad in her ptirse ■ to parten where hem* 

lust 
Lordea loueth hem well ■ for Jyei so lowe crouchen 
But knewen men her cantel ' & her queynt word- 
J3ei wolde worclijrpen hem ' BOU|t hut a litel, 
j)Q image of ypocricie ' ymped vpon fendcs, 
But, sone, ^if jiou wiltd hen syker ' eeche fou no ferther, 
"We friei^ be pB fy^t ' and founded vpon tmnpG. 
Paul pnums [heremita] ' put va him-aBhie 30S 

Awey into wildemes * fe wcrlde to dispisen ; 
And Jjere we leiig[e]den full long© ' & lyueden full harde, 
For-to ail pJB freten folke " weren founded in towneSj 
And tau3ten vntrulie ; * and pat we well aapiede^ 312 
And for chefe charitie " we chargeden vs aelucn j 
In amending pf fia men ■ we maden oure celles 
To hen ia cyties y-set ' to aty^tle fe people, 
Piechiag & praying * as profetes sehulden ; 316 

And ao we b olden vs pQ beued ' of all holy ehirche. 
We haue power of the po]>e " putliehe assoUen 
All ffift helpen our houa * in belpe of ber soulea. 
To dij=pensen hem wij? ■ in dedea of eynne ; 32 

All fat amende th oure hous ' in money ofer ellefi, 
Wif come ofor catell " or clofes of heddea, 
Oper bedya or hroche * or breed for our fode. 
And ^if fou hast any good ^ & ivilt Jri-selfe holpeUj 32 
Helpe vs hertliche perw'ipe ' & here I vndertake, 
Jdou schalt hen hrojjer of our hous ' & a hoke habhen 



312 , 



299. lU^nyngel bleynjng B ; bkn- 
yngC, 

300. yJmmled'] y-haTOelid B. 

301. sprad'] speed B* 

303. Me7mii\ knowen ♦C. Jtef] k 
wrnngJjf has heir the second lime, 
mi, he} beth C; betho B, 
30S, iheremita] lierennte ABC 
(^mrf^iiQly') ; se^ note. 



£10. Icnffefhfi^ Sa m C; Jengden^ 
A} longeden B. Ii/uedint'] leueden Q,l 

315. Styptic} BtightleD B? styghtlej 
C. 

817. heued] bedd B (over erasure) fl^ 
hetbeued *C. 

320. k^Ttt wz>] with Iiem B. 

322. a^er^ or willi B. of} to BC. 
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THE TWO CARMELITES IN A TAVERK. 13 

(At be next chaptiro) • clereliche ensealed ; letter; riiasMii 

yoii now." 

And Jeanne oure proiiinciall * haj) power to assoilen 328 
Alle sustren & bre]?eren * pat hep of our order. 
And J)on3 J)ou cowne nou3t j>i Crede • knele downe here ; 
My soule y sette for Jjyn • to asoile fe clene, 
In Couenaunt fat pon come againe • & katell \'8 
bringe." 332 

And banne loutede y adoiin • & he me leiie grauntede, ' kneit down, he 

r J © > aR8oiledme,aiidI 

And 80 I partid him fro • & pe frei^ left. left him. 
))anne seid I to my-self * " here is no bote ; 335 
Heere pride is fe pater^noster • in preyinge of synne ; 

Here Crede is coueytise ; • now can y no ferber, to go to the 

Cftnnelit68« 

3et will y fonden for]? • & fraynen ]?e Karmes." 

ANNE totede y into a taneme • & fer y aspyede TH«Ci.BMBLiTKs, 

Two frere Karmes • wi]? a full coppe. 340 veusb. 

jjere y auntrede me in • & ai[s]liche y seide, 
** Leue syre, for fe lordes loue • fat fou on leuest, 
Lere me to som man • my Crede for to leme, meutes, i tokwi i^ 

jjat lyuej) in [lei] lijf • and louef no synne, 344 m!ftoi^n?the^ 

And glosej? nou3t fe godspell • but halt Godes he[s]tes, ^"**^* 
And nefer money ne mede • ne may him nou3t letten 
But werchen after Godes worde • wif-outen any faile. 
A prechour y-professed • ha J) pli3t me his trewfe 348 "a Dominican," 

I said, *' had 

To techen me trewHe ; • but woldest fou me tellen offered to teacii 
For J)ei ben certayne men • & syker on to trosten, * ^ ^' 

T wolde quyten pe ]?i mede • as my mi3te were." 
u A TRBFLB," qua]? he, " trewlie ! • his treu]? is full 
A litell! 352 

He dyned nouit wib Domynike • sibe Crist deide ! 

. "They ai-e the 

For wij pe princes of pride • pe prechours dwellen ; princes of pride/* 



327. chaptire'] chapiter B; chapitre Uch4>'i aillich B; aislicheC; see note. 

C. 343. Lere'] teache (over erasure) B. 

329. sustren — bre\>eren] susterne 344. ^lel C] Lei A ; leele B. 

and brotherin B. 345. /testes] In A and C misivritten 

336. preyinge] preyng B. hetes ; but B hag hestys. 

838. forj>] fourth B. 352. A has trofle, bi/ a mere slip, 

841. auntrede] aventeryd B. ais- 
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THE DOMINICANS AT HERTFORD. 



laid one, "and 
live with lords. 



Note their goings- 
on at Hertford, 



how they flatter 
Uie king. 



Where do thej 
deal with poor 
men, that have 
nothing to give 
them? 



They are prouder 
than Lucifer. 



One who cafinot 
say his Responds 
expounds the laws. 



J?ei bene as digne as fe devel * fat droppe]? fro he 
WiJ) hertes of heynesse • WOU3 lialwen ]?ei chirchei 
And dele]? in devynitie • as dogges do]? bones ! 
Jjei medleth wif messages • & manages of grete ; 
Jjey leeuen wi]> lordes • wif lesynges y-nowe ; 
Jjey bigge]? hem bichopryches • wif bagge 

golde ; 
J)ei wihiej) worchipes — • but waite on her dedes ! 
Herken at Herdforfe • hou fat fey werchen, 
And loke whou fat f ei lyven • & leeue as f on fyr 
Jjey [ben] counseilours of kinges • Crist wc 

sofe, 
Whou fey [curry] kinges • & her back clawef ! 
God lene hem leden well • in ly vinge of heven, 
And glose hem nou^t for her good • to grevei 

soules ! 
Y pray f e, where ben f ei pryue • wif any pore wi 
Jjat maie not amenden her hous * ne amenden 

seluen 1 
J?ei prechen in proude harte • & preisef her order. 
And werdliche worchype • wilnef in erf e. 
Leeue it well, lef man • & men ry3t-lokede, 
\>er is more pryue pride * in prechours hertes 
Jjan f er lefte in Lucyfer * er he were lowe fallen ; 
J?ey ben digne as dich water • fat dogges in bayte 
Loke a ribaut of hem • fat can nou3t wel reden 
His rewle ne his respondes * but be pure rote, 
Als as he were a connynge Gierke • he castef f e la 



! -^ 



356. as digne] so digne C. 

356. ]>ei'] the BC. (Obs. the = 
they frequently in B.) 

358. medleth'] meddeley B (cf, I, 
107) ; medeleth C. 

369. leeuen] lyven B. 

360. hi{fge\>] beggen (over erasure) 
B. 

362. Herdfor}pe] Hartffourde B. 

363. leeue] beleve {over erasure) B. 

364. [hen C] beyn A ; bene B. 



365. \_cvrry] Such is the rea 
in A miswritten carry; curr< 
curreth C. 

366. lene Item] leve hjai B 
hem C. 

372. Leeue:] Ken B (but le 
written at end of I. 371). 

374. er] or C. 

378. cagte\>] The MS. seems t 
hasteth, perhaps for kastef ; Is 
B ; casteth C. 



PRAISES OF THE CARMELITEa- 
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Ifou^t loTrlibiit lordly ' & lecRiiiges lyef. 

For rjjt as Menoujea • moat ypocritie vse^, 380 

Kyjt so ben Precheis proude ^ purlyche in lierte. 

But, Cristen creatoiir * we Karmes tii^t comeii 

Even in Elyes tynie ■ first of hem all, 

Arid lyren by oiir Lady * & lelly hir aeruen 384 

In clene comnn life * kepen va out of ayime ; 

Nowt prond© aa prechours Lefj ^ l>ut pray en full still 

For all f e aoules and fe ly vea • pat we by lyljbeth. 

We Gonnen on no queyntyse ■ {Crist wot pe so]?q !) 388 

But bygiejj va in onre bodes ' as vs best holdejj. 

And ferfore, leue leel mjin ' leeue fat icL sygge, 

A masse of ra mene men ■ is of more mede 

And pasaeth all praiers ^ of flea proude freera, 392 

And Jjou wilt jyuen vs any good * y would J?e here 

grannten 

To taken all fy penance ' in peril of my soule ; 
And ]jon| J?on conne nou^t fy crude * clene fe aaaoile, 
So pat fon moTve amen den our hons ' wiji money o^*?)* 
elles, 396 

"W'lp som katell opcr eorne * Of cuppea of siluer." 
*'rpREWELYj frere," quajj y fo ' *'to tellen Jje fe sofe^ 
-^ per is no peny in my palke ' to payen for my 
mete; 
I hane no good ne no gold ' but go Jjub abonten, 400 
I And travaHe full trewlye ■ to wynnen withe my fode, 
' lint wokiest Jjon for godes loue ' lerne me my Crede, 
IT schuld don for py will ' whan I wole hadde.'* 
I ** Trewlie," quaf pe frere ' '* a fol y fe holde I 404 

j3ou woldest not weten fy fote ' <fe woldest fich kacehen ! 
Onr pardon & oure preiers ^ so be)j fey nou^t parted. 



M liiDrftH wm 
hypocrites, aod 



But we Carttialitv 
dMt& (Tfnn (he 



RTid pmy for hU 
that hv\\i n». 



Omr miuises irfl ut 
naoKt worth. 

OfTe HI some' 
th.{B«, Kn4 yuu sn 
parduiied ; 



and imver j\\\nd 



" r haveti't H 
pfunyv' uld f j' 
** but teach me mf 
Creetl^ mud J vrfl:] 
da what 1 i^n" 



"Ym mtwl be a 
fooU" Baid he, 
"like the <^t tlsaC 
woa^t Wet hit feet* 



B80. Menoifrei'\ mynors B Min- 

;^ a 

88§. poJirttf'i^A] cannon B; conn en 
*0. fj«] slruck tkrifitgh m B* *t>Jip] 
eoutlie C, 

393. fl?flw?<] won B, >(?] ye *C, 

894. iJi] on B, 



395, c&nn^ non^t] caunot B, 
BilfG, ?7mHT] now B, 
399. jBw^c] palk B: pakke *C, 
403. |>y fcii/] the will Bj the wil 

40$. parUd'] parten *C, 
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THE AUTHOU MEETS THE POOR PLOUOnMAK. 



I mu»t go now ta 

has [promised ue 
tiin ptjuiuJfl III her 

vUl, 






Tam Pi.ouei£' 



Wandering on^ 1 
saw a ploughm&nt 

Wllih M. ilOBTte CtHit) 

torn hood, Qjid 



He was Jn mud 
almost np to the 
ande. 



Oure power laate|j nou^t bo feer ' but wo Bome peny 

Fare well^" quajj f e frere ' " for y mot hej^en fonden. 
And hyen to an hotiBwife • fat haf vs be<[ue]jGn 409 
Ten pounde in kir testameal ' to tell en fe sojo. 
Ho drawef to f e defe-wurde * but ^©t I am in dredo 
Leat ho tome her testament ' &, ferfore I hyje 412 
To hauen hir to our bona ' and henton ^if y mi|t6 
An Annell for niyn owen [vse] ' to helpen to cIoJks/' 
** Godys forhode," quaf [lib] follawo ' " but ho forj? pas.so 
WU ho is in purpose * wij? ys to departen ; 416 

God let her no knger lyven ^ for letteres ben manye," 
"pjiNNB turned y me forjie ' nnd talked to my-selno 
-■ Of pQ faLshftde of ph folk ' whoa feijjles they 

[weren]. 
And as y wento he jjo waie " wepynge for aorowe, 
[I] * aoi^ a sely man mc by ' opon Je plow hoDgen. 
His cote was of a cloute ' fat cary was y-called, 
Hia hod was full of holes ■ & his beer oute, 
WiJ) his knopped echon ' clouted full fykke ; 
His ton totedeu out * as he pe londe treddede, 
HiB boeen ouerhongen his hokschynea ' on eneriche a 

sidoj 
Al heslombrod in fen ' as he fo plow folwede ; 
Twey mytejues, as mete ' maad all of cloutes ; 428 
J5e fyngers weren for-werd * & ful of fen honged. 
Jsis whit waseledo in f e [feu] ' almost to po ancle, 
Fouie roferen hym by-forn • Jiat feble were [worjen] j 



420 



42^ 



407, sa/eer^ aoffer B, 

414, [vte BC] V3 A. 

415. [hu BC] tMs A, 

417. Utterei] lettos tber (oi^er 
erasure ^ and iHth tber ahotc the line} 
B, 

419. ^7«?«] how B ; wbow C. 
[weren. C] werne A ; werren B. 

421. [/] I propose thh reading; 
A huB & ; BC Add. 

42G, ?wk^cftif7ie»] hoctshynes B 



(jmkere ck U written oter an erased k) ; 
hokshynea C a] nearly evaded in B, 

427. he^Umhredl btfalomered C. 

428. m^e'\ u^itct {over erasure) B ; 
roetjer *C. 

4i29, foi^Tverif] Forweryd B. 

430, \_fen B] fern A ; feau C. 

431. [/ivirfj^ift] Su^^h sJtoiild he the 
teadliig ; wejind wort^i A ; wortbe B; 
i^ortbi C ; na douM the original had 
wori^e ^ worjje^. 




THE PLOUGUMAN SAYS THE FEUR3 ARE F^VLSE. 
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' Men myjte re ken ich a ryb * so leufuli fey wercn. 432 
His wijt' walked kirn mp ■ wip a loage godo, 
In a cutted cote ' ctitted full liey^ej 
Wrapped in a wynwe sehete ' to weren hire fro 

weders^ 
Earfote on Jjb bare ys " pat Jw blod folwede* 436 

And at fe londes ende laye ^ a lit ell crom-bolle, 
And peron lay a liteU eliilde ' lapped in clontes, 
And tweyne of tweie ^erea olde ^ opon a~noJj6r sydo, 
Aaid alle fey songen o songe ' fat sorwe was to heren ; 
J?ey cTieden alle o cry ■ a carefuU note, 441 

Jje sely man si^ed© sore, & aeide " " children, bef 

\ 8tme ! *' 

pk man loked opon me ■ & leet f e plow stonden, 
And seyde, " sely man, why syjest fou so liarde ? 444 

1 3if fe lakke lijflode ^ lene f e ich will 
Swicli good as God liaf sent ■ go we, leue brof er" 
Y saido jannej " naye, sire ■ my sorwe is wel more ; 
Por y can non^t my Crede " y kare well liarde ; 448 
For y can fyndcn no man * fat fuUy bykuef , 
To teclien me fe bey^e weio ' <& f erfore I wepe. 
Por y banc [fonded] f e Ireers ' of fo fouro orders, 451 
For fere I wende bane vnst ' but now my wit lakkef ; 
And all my hope was on lioni ■ & myn horte also j 
But f ei ben fully feif les ' and f e fend auef ." 
<* A \ bfbf er," quaf be f o ^ *' beware of f o foles ! 
For Crist seyde bim-selfc ^ *of swicbe y jou wame,* 466 
And false pro fetes in fe fa if * Iig fulHcbe liem calde, 

r In vedimmtis ouiunt ■ but onlie wif-hmo 
Jjei ben wilde wer-wolnes ^ fat wiln fe folk robben.^ 
be fend founded hem fiiBt ■ f o feif to destroie^ 460 



His wlfd wu 
besidu hlui, in i 

Dciat cut v^rjf 



chili*) lay in a 
vten besldf^ ihem« 



1 Higtied K KOT^* 



I tnli liltn. 
becnu-se I i-aulil 
not [e^m iny 
Creed, 



huped the friiat 
would tvadNi me. 

them/' ii;iy he, 
"as Chriiit lade 
(Hat* vii. 15), 



The ftend foimdod 
them. 



432, re^/fuU] rewfuUe B- rentful 



*C. 



435. wt/nirel wynow B. 

437. iaye'i lath ♦C, boUe} boiti B. 

439 1 t>ldii^ elde B. 

445. ^if ^£?] yif thou B ; Gif the CI 

447. fvel^ i«ycho B, 



451. ]^fmided] Sneh is tJw true 
reading i yat ABO have fondea, shttff^ 
ing a mistalid in their ct/mmofi 
ctrigiJt^l. S[} aUa in I, G. 

457. heni} hym B. 

4(ift. fend^ fen *0. 
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DGaENCRACY OF TUG FRIARS. 



And bj hie craft f^i comen in * to combren Jj^ cliirel] 

Bj ye ooneitebe of his cmft * fe curates to helpon * 
But now Jey haueu an hold ' Jiej harmen full manj, 

Huy mxm not pel don noujt after Doraynick ^ but drecchejj f e puplfl,1 

tnlM. Ne falwen iioujt Frauticaa * but falslycho lybbcsn, 46| 

And Austynes rewk ' ]»el ifektie); but a fable^ 
But purchase }> hem pryuylege ' of popes at Borne. 
J>ei coucton confessions * to kachen aomo hire, 
And sepultures also * some wayten to cacohen ; -40!) 
But ojjer cures of Cristen * fei coveten nou^t to haue, 
But fere as wynnynge lijjj ■ he lokejj none ojjer," 
** TTThou^ schal y nemne py name * fat nei|boiire3 

tV kaUef ■?'* 472 

*^ Peres,*' q^t*]^ ho, *■ f g pore man ■ f e p!owe-man yj 

hatte," 
** A ! Peres," quaf y f o ' ** y pray f o^ fou me teUe 
More of f ise try Hers ' hou trechurly fei libbef ? 
For ichon of hem haf told me - a tale of f ':it of er, 47 Si 
Of her mcked lijf ^ in werlde fat hy lybhef , 
I trowe fat aome wikkeil wy;t ■ wrou^te f is or dors 

*iia wUethflT their []3oru^] f «t gleym of fat gest ■ pat Golias is y-ealdo, 

Of er ells Satan Iiim-self ' aente hem fro hell 480 

To cumbren men wif her craft ■ Cristendome to 

schendea ? " 
**Dere hrofer," quaf Peres ^ " fe deTell is ful (lucynte^ 
To encomhren holy Churf;he " he caste f ful hardo, 

OAWL And flq.rickef his iltl^nea ' opon fele wise. 

And fcr ho caatef to-forn * f e folko to deatroje. 

Of f c kynrede of Caym ' he caste f e freres, 

And fcmndcd hem on Faiysens ^ feyned for gode ; 



•*W1iat U your 

ItUnB ? " BOtil I, 



1 aaks^ him to 
tell me mote of 



" Qolla» " or lo 



He replied that it 
WAi Eataa's doing. 



"Vhey are Cain's 
kiiiirerl, ^d Ilka 
the Phnnsaea. 



465. m^ He *C. 

4G3. coiKiU'ftr] 3f in C ; ootlfituri A ; 
ooveyton B. See I 470. 

4(19. itepuUtir&i!\ Stt ifi AB ; eepiil- 
turuB *C* caoolteii] kachsa B ; lac- 
chen C, 

473. 7mttfi~\ hott B. 

47fi. fat] B ftmifs, 

477. k^} ho BO, 



479* [fflr?^^] Thh &ai^ceUent readln_ 
is gitggeHvd hij M3, B ■ which has 
T hou g lie, altered to Thorughe j we 
jiRd Trowe ye A ; Trow ye G ; both 
are corrupt hnsj due to tlw lir^e ab&ve^ , 

484. fels^ sely B, 

486. kyiir^e^ kjndred B. 

487* Oft] or B, .F^^ry^ff/w] Sary-i 
8one3 *C. god^} good B ; God *C. 



THEY ARE LIKE THE PHARISBfiL 
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clieilde 



488 



402 



lut f ei wijj her fals faij) * michel f( 
!rist calde heni him -self * kynde jpocrites ; 
How often he cursed hem * ' well can y tellea 
Ho aeido oiiea him-self * to fat mry puple^ 
' Wo worf e ^oUy wyjtea * wel Icmed of J^ lawe ! 
Eft he seyde to hem-aelf6 ' ' wo mote joa worfon, 
J5at fe toumbea of ptofetes ■ tilde J^ rp hei;e t 
Joure faderes fordeden hem ' & to j?e cIbJj hem brou^te.' 
Hers J totiche Jib two ^ tw;jTiiieii hem I Jjenke ; 
Wlio wilnef hen wiaere of lawe ' fan lewde frerea, 
And in multitude of men * ben majatera y-called, 
And wilnef worchipa of f e werlde ' & sitten wiji heye, 
And leuejj lotiynge of God * and lownease behindel 500 
And in beldinge of tombea ■ pel trauailef grete 
To chargen her chirche-flom ' and chaungen it ofte. 
And f e fader of fe freets ^ defonled hir soules, 
pat was Jje dygginge dovel ■ fat drecchef men ofte. 504 
pe divill by his dotage ' dissaiief fe chirtihe. 
And put in fe prechourg ' y-paynted wif outen : 
And by hia quejTitiae fey comen in ^ f6 cuTatea- to 

helpen, 
1 But fat harmede bem harde • and balp hem full litell I 
But AuBtinea ordjTiaunce * waa on a good trewfe^ 509 
And also Domynikee dedea ■ weren [dertieHch] y-vsedj 
And Fmuncis founded his folke ■ fnlliche on trewfo^ 
pure parfit prestes ' in penaunce to lyhhen, 512 

In lone and in lo^vneese * & lettinge of pride. 
Grounded on f a godspell * as God bad bim-sehie. 
But now f e glose is so greit ■ in gladding tales 



"] 



[i MS, " 
warn hjpotstfbm 



A^Q Prtnrt are Jolt 
the>' \\\t to tw 



Uiej bnlld Rnt 



The MhfT of 
tfitn to tile deirlU 



It wn4 he who 
brtHif ht 111 Uut 
Freoi^lien. 



Tat Auptyii, 
Domlnick, iLftd 
Fnuidfl founded 
therd In truth. 



But titm (he 



I 401. ofwg'] ons BC. 
' 493, hemsH/e'\ hym-aell B, i^ov'\ 
yeB, 

iU, Uld^\f} tildith (alt^ed i&hih]- 
ith) B ; tildctli C. 

496. ^is two'] theiae tow B. tft^yft' 
fi^fl] and twynnen B. 
498. iff] in ft B. 

4Q9. ^] and to B. wip heije] highe 
(j^ver erasure) B» 

2^ 



501 . beMlnge^ buMmg B ; Ijeldyng 
C \ hilt tliS true reading u probably 
teldingGf cf, IL 181, 404. 

503* defmiUd] deeouled *C. 

5(H. dygginge} digging B; dyg- 
gyrigC. 

507. ^s] B f^mUi, 

510. [deTM^lich] derullch (or dem- 
lich) A ; dGmelich {qt dernelich) B ; 
dcriielicli *C. See note. 
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THEY PERSECUTED WtCLIFFE, 



owpeiii m'ftrtiij pill turoef vp two-folde - vnteynod opon trewjje, 51 < 
pat J>ei bene cursed of Criet ' y can iiem well prone ; 
WiJ>-out^ii Ms blissing© • bare bef jey in her werke& 
For Criit seyde biin-selfe ^ to swiubo as him folwede^ 
* Y-ble^sed mote pet l>en * fat muno l>en in srmle ; ' 62C 
And alle pouere In gost • God him-eelf blisaeji. 

fayn wolde y kiiowe ! 
ProUG lieiii IE procea • & pynch at her ordre. 
And deaie hem after Jfat fey don ■ & dredlee, y leue 
pm wiUn wexea pure wrof - wonderlichc sone, 525 
Aiid schewen f e a scharp mil ^ in a schort tymcj 
To wilne wilfully wra)jj?e * & wcrcho )^craft6r. 
Wytnease on Wyuliff • fat warned hem wij? trewfe j 
For he in goodnesse of gost * gmyflicho hem warned 
To way u on her wik[e]dnes8e * & werkes of synne. 
Whou sone fia aori men ' [sewedcn] his soule, 
And oueral lollede him ' wijj here tykes werkea ! 533 
And so of pe blessinge of God ' J;ei beref litel mode. 
Afterward saioper ' onliche he blLssede, I 

J^Q meke of f e [niyddel-erde] ' f onruj niy3t of his fader, 
Fynd foure freres in a flok ' pat folwep pat rewlc, 53fi« 
Jpanne haue y tynt all my tast ' touehe and assaie ! 
Lakke hem a litil wi^t ' & here lijf blame, 
But he lepe vp on heij ' in hardyncase of herte, 
And nemjne fe anon nou^t ' & jji name lakke 540 

Wip proude wordes apert * fat passeth hia rule, 
Bof e wif * fou leyestj & f ou lext ^ ' in heyne^e of sowli 



ClirM oSd, 

Sumd m tl 
poor tu iplril 

How tn«.y w*™ Whou fcls frcers fareb so 

Try them, and 
IM Imw tuuch} 
they iir& 



WlCLlTFl. 

B«iiieinb«r how 
they peraeciitod 
WyiiUiTe. 



Chriit noSd, 
Ble)<Hd are the 



fitame (Harfli n 
Uttl«, uid/lf [Jiey 
do not call theo 
Mlar'— 



517* J^e^i beJie] many bene B; they 
ben a 

521, pmi^re] power C. 

523, Wh^u] how B, 

525, ivej^eti^ A apparefitly Juist 
wexoQ, wUh X a fid o imperfectly 
formed / wosoa B ; wexon, C ; wesen 'i^ 
better spelling!. Tt^rop"] worthe B. 

B27. tvrapjtff'] wrath B * wmtlie C ; 
in A jeritteii so as to resemble wpappe, 

531, \^ite7veden] So in BC ; lewd en 
A {by mi^ake oflfor f), 

535. [wyddd-tfde'] Bo in G ; 



myddel hertea A ; tnyddell herlh 
{Ti'hich probably shem the upelUny \ 
the ortyifial)^ 

536. )tat reftle'} therewk B. 

539, kard^ne^se] lierdnefl B ■ harde 
nesse C. 

540, nemne^ mismrittefi meroue A: 
Tjemne BC. 

541, apert^ apart B {jHth ik 
second a w niters over an eratwre}. 

5i2. Uyest — les^t'\ lyest and 
lixBt B i leyst and thou lest C* 



THSr LIKE CHIEF BEATS AT FEABTB. 
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^ 



And tiime as a, tyrant ' fat tiirniGntef him-aelue, 

A lord T^ere lojjere " for to leyne a k[n]auo 5i4 

}}ajine awich a beggere ' pe bestc in a tnua 1 

Loke nowc, lene man ' be J? uoii^t Jjise i-lyke 

Fully to pQ Fariaens * in folra of |jise poyiite^ 1 

Al her brodbeldyng ^ ben belded witlio synne, 548 

And in worckipe of pe werlde ' her wynnynge Jjei 

holden ; 
pel scliapen lier chapoloTiea ' & strecclief^ hem brode, 
And launcej) heije her heninios ' wijj liabelyng in stretea ; 
])oi ben y-ecwed wij? whijt silk ■ & &enies full queynte, 
Y-atongen wip etiches ^ pat stare]? aa sLLner, 553 

And but freres ben first y-set ' at sopera & at festes, 
J)ei wiln ben wonderly wrojj ■ y^is, aa y trowe ; 
But fey ben at fe lordea borde - louren fey willef , 
He mot bygynn© fat boTtte * a beggere, (wif sorwe !) 
And firat aitten in ae ■ in her synagogea, 558 

pat bef her© hey^e helle-houa ■ of Kaymea kjnnde I 
For f ouj a man in her mynj^ter ' a masse wolde heren, 
His si^t schal so [be] set ' on snndiye irerkd^, 
pe penounes & f e pomels * & poyntos of scheMes 
Wif-tlrawen his deuocion ■ ife dusken his herte ; 
I likno it to a lym-^erde ■ to dmwen men to hell, 564 
And to worchipe of f e fend ' to wraf f en f o soules. 
And also Crist him-selfe seide * to swicbe ypocritos, 
' He louef in markettes ben met " wif gretynges of 

pouere, 
And lowynge of lewed men ^ in Lent[e]iiC3 tyme.' 5C8 
Tor f ei ban of bichopes y-boujt ^ wif her propre sOuer, 



why tAcn— a lard 
li mart mtmxtaMt 

tttin to tlwni £ 



Then they Btret^li 
Qut tJidr Bcapu- 
Luri, and apre^^tl 



Tli^y mua't bo sii 



and rereive 
boTiouj in I heir 
n\iutsters. 



The arrrtH an si 
p^nnoiiB there 



Clarlst Raid, Tljcy 
love ffr&&E.injfM in 
the iDarkcti (Mut. 
JCKiiu 7), 



543, titme^ tumtien G, 

p44. Zo|7ffr] lether B. letfne'] l)€yno 

f(mith b or&r am i'raxtfre). 

546. bep2 i«ilb Bt] : ift A apparent- 

548, helding] bilding B, Mded} 
bylded B. 

550. »i.'h4ipen] sharpen B. cMpih- 
I Uriei\ capolori*!S B. brQde\ abrwie B. 



651, latinee\i'] lannoetli C* 

552, (|'j B Qmits. 

5oT. \}ai'] the B. 

559, heUe-ft(fif^2 helb hoandes (I) 



B, 

5CI. [be} iSi7» B; by AC. 
562, pctwunes] penonnes C, 
56 S, Lrntenei C] LcQtues A ; 

tonys B. 



Lea- 



ss 



TBEt PEE\"£BT THE eCIUFT[7RG8. 






But ttAms* hiT« 

or not their 
Ibiindtti-B wished 



vitJi gtouw. 



Christ Baid, I>o 
not ^€ premedl- 
Ut4 fUATk illk 
11). 



Bat M&n medi- 
tat« ov«r Ih&Lr 
legends. 






And puruh^ed of peoaunce ■ fe pupl© to assoile* 

But money may Buiken ' meaur of pe peyne, 

(After )jat his power ia to pay en) ' his penanoe achal 

faOe ; 573 

(God lens it bo a good help * far hole of p^ souIm !) 
And also )>b myster men * ben maysters icalled, 
paipQ geniill legus * generallydko bkmed, 
And pat poyut to bia apoatella ' purly defended, 576 
But freres hauen for^etten Jjia ' (and fe fend suwej>, 
He pa\t maystri louedo ' Lucifer pe olde), 
%Vher Praunceis or Domynik " oper Anaten ordeynide 
Any of Jjis do tardea ' doctur to worfe, 580 

Maaterg of dyvinitie ' her matene to leiie, 
And eherelich^ as a eheueteyne * his chambTG to holden 
WiJ? chyraene ^ chapell * ^ chesen whan h\m ligte. 
And Bemed as a aouereine ' & aa a lorde ait ten. 584 
8wichtJ a gomo godes wordea ■ giysliche glosejj i 
Y trowej he louche J? nou|t f e text ^ but takejj it for a 

tale. 

God forbad to his folke ^ & fully che defended 587) 

J3ey sehul deu noujt a tody en biforn ' ne shu^n her wit tea, 
But flodeulie pe [same] word ' with her mow)? achewe 
J}at wereii 3euen hem of God ' Jjoruj goat of him-selue. 
^ow mot a firere studyen ' & stumbleo in tales, 
And leuen his matynes ^ & no masse singen, 692 ] 

And loken hem lesynges * pat likejj pa puple> 
To purchasen him hia purisfull • to paye for f e drynJte* 
And brojjerj when bemea ben full ^ & hoUy tjrm© passed, 



572. A/ttr \}at} For ns B (over an 
ertzsure). paym} peje ^Q B (Tvitk 60 
ever erasure), 

573* l^fie} lev© B j leue C. 
574. myster'l mynHter B» 
675, ffentUf\ genltil (sk?) C, 
S77. siiwe^^ The ovlgifial vtmt 
liave hdid fuwej? ; A hug fu luweth, 
with fa itmck ihr&ttgh j sewitk B ; 
fiuwotli C- 

579. Whet] Nor {pvcr cy<uur€)^\ 



6 SO, doctor — ie&rpe] B A^j dootur 

to worth J i^hich i4 Hrtfck a lit, and 

folltymed hj pryde for to suen ; wher^ 

alien ii (tfterwurd^ altered to eaBewiia. 

583. ehese/i.^ chosen C. 

589, \^mme2 So iti B€ ; A 7iag ^ojno^ 

690, Mifiselue^ hem selue C, 

595. ber?t^s] bamys B. haUy2 Sfi \ 

I ft AB ; holy C. 



taCT LOSE CHRIST^a BLESSINGS 
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I 



I 
I 

I 
I 

I 



Jjanne comea cursed ireres ' &> crouch e J? full lowe } 59(> 

A losel, a lymitour • ouer all f e loud Icp6)j, 

Ajiil Jo^w:e, fat lie leue non house * Jmt somwhAt he ne 

la^ochG ; 
And for )»ei gilen hem-self ' & gode^ worde tumef . 
Baggcs and boggy ng " he had his folk leutfu, 600 

And only seruen him-aelf ■ & hijs rewle aechen, 
And all fat nedly nedej) ' fat schuld hem noujt lakkcn. 
"^Yhereto beggen f iae men ■ and ben nou^t so feble ; 
(Hem faBef no furry nge * ne clopea at full)j 604 

But for a luatfull lijf ' in histes to dweilen ? 
Wif -oiiten any trauaile ' vntrewUche [hy] lybhcth. 
Hy bef noujt maymed men ' ne no mote lakkejjj 
If-clof ed ia cnrioUa clof ^ *fe clenUche arayod. 608 

It is a lawelea lijf ' as lordynges v&en, 
Neyf er ordeyned in ordir ' hut onlie Uhbejj. 
Crist had hhssen ■ bodies on erjje 611 

})ai wepeii for wykkednea ' fai he byforne wrou|te ; — 
pat hen fewe of f o frerea * for fei ben nor dodo 
And ptit all in pur [clajj] * wij? pottos on her bedes ; 
J?anne [he] waryejj ifc wepef * <Sd wiehef after heuen. 
And: fyejj on her falshedes ' fat fei bifoi-e deden j 61 G 
And Jjerfore of pat blisainge * trewliej as y trowe, 
Jsei may trussen her part ' in a terre pow3e ! 
All Jo blissed bef ^ fat hodyliche liungrejj ; — 
Jjttt hen f 6 pore penyles * pat han ouer-pasaed 620 

)?e poynt of her pile lijf • in penaunco of wetke% 



and beg «iKne- 



ChrlRt said, TofeA 
no tbcMi^bt ifor 

vi. £3|. 



Wlij do thew 
men bag, not 
bdnif maimod or 
in 1».'k of oiHiL 3? 



T^icy live lika 
lordi, 

Chrtftt laid, 
BleQwd KC6 y^ 
ihat weop itovr 

Hut ftiar* never 
weep till tliQj una 
nU but dend : 



amnll Ha^ng 
wm be theln 



Oiriftt sal'l, 
BlasEcd are jo 
thnL liun^fr naWt 
meaiiiiig auch lu 
ore put wurk^ 



596, crfm<*w] In A looseii/ wrUic/i, 
teiemMing corn en ; go men BC. 
698. he'] ye B. lacche] latche C, 
eOO. Baggei^ to bagg^j B (to 

B: 

60L hiJB] S(t m AB, and no donht 
in tlwir original ; C has tlte glmjfl^r 
I /brm bis, 

BO*, at} atte C, 

tiOli. [^y] Iitjterted to j?^i?/rf ^Ae 
«?A*e mi?/'0 vlearlj/ ; not ifi ABC. 



608, F-c^ifflrf] Thei clotbed *{J. 
c/#] clothes B. 

GH\ fliifitf] onefch B; onethe C. 

G14. [c^i'] Suggi'jitcd by C, w*Aij?4 
Aas clftth ^ m Ait U wHtte^ti clay i B 
Ms cluye ; ^^e Tiot«. 

615. [A^ BC] ho A. ?^'L■A4] 
whisshith B. 

618, trit9^cti} try Hen B (fry mhtak- 
ing ifor )). fi^rr*' /w^^^ff] tree ploughs 
{fiifered to pogh;?) B ; terre powgh^ (j» 

i;2l. pf (2)] and B. 
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THEY ARE CRUEL AND REVENGEFUL. 



or maimed, or 
lepers. 



But UDless a Mar 
can beg well, he is 
soon made away 
with. 



Blessed are the 
merciful ; 



but one had better 
harm a lord than 
a fi-iar. 



Blessed are the 
pore in heart; 



bnt friars follow 
another role. 



Blessed are the 
peacemakers; but 
a friar's sting is 
worse than a 
wasp's. 



And mown nou^t swynken ne sweten • but ben 8wyJ>o 

feble, 
0)>er maymed at myschef • or meseles syke, 
And here good is a-gon • & greuej? hem to beggen. 624 
pev is no frer in feij? • )>at fare)> in )>is wise ; 
But he maie beggen his bred • his bed is ygrei)>od ; 
Vnder a pot he schal be put • in a pry vie chambre, 
J)at he schal lyuen ne last • but litell while after ! 628 
Al-mi^ti god & man • f e merciable blessed 
J)at han mercy on men * fat misdon hem here ; — 
But whoso for-gabbed a frere • y-founden at fe stues, 
And brou3te blod of his bodi • on bak or on side, 632 
Hym were as god greuen • a greit lorde of rentes. 
He schulde sonner bene schryven • (schortlie to tellen) 
))ou3 he kilde a comlye kny^t • & compased his morfer, 
Jjanne a buffet to beden • a beggere frere. 636 

J)e clene hertes Crist • he curtey[s]liche blissed, 
\)at [coueten] no katel • but Cristes full blisse, 
j)at leeuej? fulliche on God * & lellyche J?enke]) 
On his lore and his lawe * & lyuej) opon trewj?e ; — 640 
Freres han for^eten fis * & folwoj? an oJ?er ; 
J)at J?ei may henten, fey holden • by-hirnef it sone. 
Heir hertes ben clene y-hid • in her hi^e cloistre, 
As kurres from kareyne • fat is cast in dyches ! 644 
And parfite Crist • f e pesible blissed, 
j)at bene suffrant & sobre • & susteyne anger ; — 
A-say of her sobemesse • & f ou mi^t y-knowen, 
per is no waspe in f is werlde • fat will wilfullok[e]r 
. styngen, 648 



623. 7nay7ned~\ mayned *C. syke] 
lyke *C. 

631. for-gahhed'] So in BC ; in A 
resembles forgalbed. 

635. m0r])er'\ morther B ; mother 
*C. 

637. Oi**]of cristAB; C omits of, 
and it seems better to do so, cnrteys- 
liclve'] curteyliche ABC (wrongly, he- 



cavse wrong in their common ori^ 
ginal), 

638. Icoveten C] couetyne A ; 
coveyten B. blisse'] bles B. 

643. y-hid'] yhad B. 

648. wil/ulloker] Avilfullokr A ; 
wilfuUfer B ; foUoke *C. Cf. I. 
527. 



TBEY WISH TO BVRN HERETICS. 



39 



For stapppig on a too * of a styBcande frere I 

For nefer eoiiereyn ne eoget ' J?ei ne suflrejj netier ; 

All pe bUssing of God ' beouten fei walk en ; 

For of her suffmuncOj for ftofe * men sef but liteLl ! 652 

Alle pat persecution ' in pure lijf sufTren, 

J?ei lian Je beniBon of god ^ blissed in er^o ; — 

Y pmie, parceyae now ' pe pursut of a frere^ 

In what m^snr© of meknesse ^ Jiise men delep, 656 

Byhold opon Wat Brat ■ whou bLsiliche pei pursueden 

For he seyde hem fe sojje ' A ^et, eyre, fcrf ere, 

Hy maj no more niarren [hym] * but men tellep 

^t he is an heretike * and yuele bjlcu^p, 6 GO 

And precliip it in pulpit * to blenden fe puple * 

]&oi woldcn awyrien fat ^vijt * for hia Trell dedes ; 

And 80 fci chewen charitie ' as chewen schiif houndes. 

And fei puimief ]?e poiiero ' & paasejj pursutes, 664 

Bope pey wilu «fe J?ei i^oMen ' y-worfen so grete 

To passe n any mans mi^t ' to inorf ^mn Jjo soiilea j 

First to bienne fe bodye ^ in a bale of fijr, 667 

And syjjen fe sely soule slen ' & send en hyre to helle I 

And Crist cierlie forbadde ■ hia Crtatene, & defended 

J3ei schulden nou^t after pe face ' nener fe folke 

demen ^ "— 
" Sur/' y seide my-sclf ■ ** fou semeat to blamen. 
Why diapisest f ou ]jus * Jige sely pore frere% 672 

If one of cr men so mychel " monkes ne preistes, 
Chanons no Charthoua ' fat in chirche semeth 1 
It semef f fit f ise sely men 'ban somwhat f e grovcd 
Of 6r wif word or wif werte ' & fiSrfore f on wilaest 



whiob are per&e- 
ootid for Hght* 



tti#y pfiriei;uled 



he wnJs a, heretic 



Tbe^ ^ould gladlf 
mui'diit 1 mMU'R 

Hlul,hHVlll£fl]1lt 

bnot hia bo^j- 

And Chjrist ia!d« 
Jadge not accurd- 
li](7 to th« Jii)peAi> 



"Sir," raid I, 
" why <1eapiiio 
th»e poor frlAn ? 



^vre thfjrgrtered 
you 111 any wny P" 



640. stajjjjf/fif^'] Btamping B* s^^fn- 
^(irevfs] re&emhles atyntande iii A, 

stynkande B ; Btyncand C. 

fiSl. )3j?] tliei 0, beautoi] bene 

6Ej2. fte\f'} say B ; Bey 0. 

657. lltf^] Water BO. 

&5&. ^/^] he jB. [%m] requinfd 



hjf tJi^ sf^nm ; ABC A^ re hem, 

6iU, iiw] in the B. 

663. chen^en] shew in B* cMiPenJ 
shewen B. icJiaf] shaffen B ; Bliaf C, 

669. farhaddel Ifffi^el^ written at 
forladde A ■ fori] ad BC, 

671, JSur] BiitB; Sire a 

674. charihotts2 charter house B, 



sc 



THS FRIABS HAVE LED THE MOKKS AST JUT 



**Nay."widhe, 
** I M^ak for the 
good of tbj louL 

The nii^nki sra 
not tatich bell^r 
thiui tki« TrUri, 



but bave be«n lod 
BMtn-y bj tbem^ 



Frlura lire fklse^ 
dotbeil in whilfi 
like angela or 



Whita betalfgna 
tleanncoB in soul. 



BlHckj Borrcnt For 

DUF bill. 



Friari weep not 
fijr Mu, but fedd 



Note bflw fit 
llildeij:arde laji 



To schenden ojier [acbamen] hem * wijj pi aharpe specbe. 
And Earmen holliolie ' & her houa greuen ? " 
" I praie ^e/' qua]? Peres ' " put pat out of f y mynde } 
Certeu for aowle hele ■ y saie Jij f is wordes. 680 

Y pj^ise nou^t posaessionera * but pur lytel ; 
For falfihed of frerea ' haf fulhche eocombred 
Mauye of yis mBucr men ' <& moid hem to leueu 

Here charite & chasteto '& [chesen] hem to lustes, 684 

And waxen to werldly ' and wayuea )je trewfe, 

And leuen ]je loue of her God ' and f e werlde eenien. 

But for fakhed of fif^rcB ' y fele in juy soule, 

(Seynge Jsc synfull Hjf) ' fat sorsfef myn hert-e 688 

How fei beu clojjed in clojj ' J?at clennest schewef ; 

For aUBgells & Arcangelk * aU jjei whijt vse]?, 

And alle Aldermen ■ Jjat bene ant& tronum, 

pise tokens hauen frere^ taken " l>ot y trowe fat a fewe 

Folwen fully pat clojj ' but falaliehe pat vaeji. 6&3 

For whijt in trowjje bytoknejj * clennee in eoule ; 

Jif he haue vnder-nejjen whijt ' Jjanne he aboue were J, 

Bkk, pat bytoknef ' bale for oare synjie, 

And moumynge for miadede ■ of hem pat fis vsef, 6*J7 

And sei-we for ajnftdl lijf ; * so fat vAop askef*. 

Y trowe per ben nou^t ten freres ^ fat for syiine 

wepcn, 
For pat lijf U here lust ^ & f ereyn fei lihben 700 

In fraitonr & in fetmori ' her foatringe ia syirno ; 
It is her mete at iche a niel ' her most sustenatince. 
Horkne opon Hyldegare ■ hou homUche he tellef 
How her austenaunce is synne ; " & syker, as y trowe. 




677. ojjpr] or B. {^sehamen} 
Bhamen BC i A here repeats schenden. 
fi] the *C. 

878. harmefi] So too in B; haimen 
*C. 

681, potsemo^nerg] poceaaion^rs B ; 
poc*isaionere9 C* 

684. [^cheien>'\ miiWi'tttenas schof^n 
A ; choBen B j eliosen *C j see 1, 583, 



656. iverldl^} worltUy B ; werly C* 
^at/tt/m^ waynen *C. 

69! — 693. Written in margift in 
B, and ], 693 ^rruptjy given. 

694. in'] of B. 

700. ^e^reyn} therby BC. (jffi] thi *a 

703, Gpon ffjfldegare] open Hilde- 
gare B \ (and ever it is written oi 
Lldgate (!I) oji a glvait)^ 



Tfi^T ARE LIICB DEONES IN A HITS, 



m 



Weren her confessiones ^ cleiiH deatrued, 705 

Hy echuldo nou^t bereii beni &o bmgg ' ne [belden] so 

(For Je fallynge of sytine ' sucouref J>o foks) ; 

j4 ?z^ bigilejj JjG fjrete ' ^f glaiierynge ^^ordea, 708 

WiJ) gloainge of godspells * jjei goda woidii tume^, 

And pascn all f e pryuylege ■ fat Petur af tei vsod, 

)?o power of ]je Apostells " f ei paaeu in specho, 

For to soil en ]je sjiuiea ' for siluer ojfcr mede, 712 

Aad purlyobe a perm ' Jje puple assoUoj^j 

A fid a culpa ako * fat fey may kacben 

Hoaey ofer money-wortbe * & mede to fottge^ 

Aad bene at lone & at bode ■ bb hurgBsm Ysitbe. 716 

J^us )>ey semen Satanaa ' &> sotdes bygilef , 

Marchantes of malisoius ■ mansede wrecbes I 

pel vsen ruBset also ■ aomme of f la frerea, 

J?at bitoknef ttauaile ■ & ttewf e opon erf e ; — 720 

Bote loke wbou f ia loi?eIa ' labonren f e erfe, 

But fraten f e finite fat f e folk ■ full leUicb bis^vynkef ; 

Wif trauail of trewe men * f ei tymbren ber bouses, 

And of f e curious clof e * her copes f ei biggen ; 724 

A fid [alfl] hia getynge is greet ' ho achal ben good 

bolden. 
And ryjt as drane© dof nou^t * but diynkef vp fe 

huny. 
Whan been wife her bysynesse ' ban brou^t it to bepe, 
Eijt Bo^fai'ef fretes ' wif folke opon erf e ; 728 

J^ey freten vp fe fu[r]ste-froyt ' & falsliche lybbef , 
But aUe feres eten noii^t " ydich good mete. 
But after yat his i^ynnyuge is * is Ids well-fare ; 
And after fat he bringef liome ' Ids bed scbal ben 

grayfed; ^ 732 



thfrLr ttutunftuea 



Thij be^k thci 



Tbiry jie[l pixdanft 



sods 



Sonif} ot theM 
liard labour. 



But they build 
Cl)ii>lr huiLBca will] 
tlie fianuji|fB of 
olhetL 



Ai drtm«t drink 
the honey wliich 
bcafl havfl 



po frfart eat up 
the fiFat'truitii, 



each one acvorft- 
Uig to what he lum 
got by bef^ginf. 



706, i^ienti] deerly {over erumtre^ B* 

706. \^held^i^ftJ tSo in EC ; in A mU- 
writteih helden. 

707. fo] the C. 

T16, Um ^' at b&d&2 luvo 3c at 



abode (!) B. 

722, freten] Fertoti E, 
725. [aZ* EC] all A. 

728. fare\i] Farith the B. 

729. frfien} Fretton B* 



JS 



BIGOArui^ BRATS BECOME BIBEOFS, 



dud, whliitkLi 
fd,lii>w we&ri red 



*Tid wfll iiDt ^w 
bins « pMinjTt 



[1 MS. Koif.} 
Noir^ every 

learuA to wrlto; 



bow down to 
Uiem. 



Alaaf mRtkardfl 
believe Uiem eui4 
KiT« to them I 



Bishops thotdd tn 
org^nde bloody 
not a! Bucli qj 
thflee. 



better auUed lo 
deunLug dUchen, 



And after fat lik rychease is mujt * be scJiol ben r^dj 

serued. 
But Bee ))i-3elf in ^i m^i ' whou flomme of liem waBceJi 
Wijj cluutedc schoE " & clof ea ful feble, 
Wcl iiei| for-werd ' & fe wlon offe; 736 

And luj8 folawe in a fcoke " worj) swiehe fiftenej 
A-rayd m rede 8c[h]ou ' {& ellea were reufc I) 
And sexe cop€a or seven * in his eelie bougejj. 
j3ou5 for fayliiig of good * liis fella we ficknlde sterue, 740 
He wolde noujt lent^n Imn a peny *^ bis lijf for to holdeii, 
Y mijt tymen f o troillardes * to toilen wif J?e erfe^ 
Tylyen & trewliclie ly ven ■ & lier flech tenijiren I 
Kow ' mot ich sou tare his sone ^ set ten to schola, 744 
jl^ifi ich a beggera brol " on fe hooke lerne, 
An<£ worf to a wriiero ' ife wif a lorde dweU* 
Oj?<?r falsly to a frertj " fe fend for to semen 1 
So of fat l)eggers brol ' a by chop fichal worf un, 748 
Among f e perea of f o lond ^ preae to sitten. 
And lordea aones lowly • to fo losella aloute, 
Kjiy^tos croukejj hem to ' & arucbeji full lowe ; 
And li:s syre a eoutere ■ y-suled in greea, 752 

His teef wiff toyLinge of lefor ■ tatarcjd as a sawe \ 
Alaas I pat lordes of f o londe ' leuof swicho wrechen, 
And lenejj awiche lorols • for her lowe wordes f 
])ey schuldcn maken bichopea ' her owen breJjrcK childre, 
OJjer of some gentil blod " & so it best senied, 757 

And foster none faytouros " ne ewlehe false freres 
To makciL fatt & full ^ & her flee ho comhren ! 
For her kyiide were more ' to y-clonse diches 760 

J3an hen to sopera y-sot first ' and aerued wijj ailuer 1 




wlmt] 



736, fffr7rf&!*d] Forweryd B. 
S& in AC; woliie B. 

738. ich^n] See h 73E j booq A ; 
aone (jalftred to scone) B \ stone ♦C, 
reitth^^ renthe *C. 

7:ilt. hmufe)i] hongid B, 

740. ffOfitf\ Pethaptt we xJwifld read 
fooiXf for this improves hntk the sen^e 



and fiUlt^ratyn. 

744. *c/w?^] skale B. 

74o, brol] bfflwle B, 

748, brftl^ bmwle B, ht/clwj/j 
buihopo B ; Ahbot *C* 

755- leneth~\ leueth O, 

7m. bichop.s] AbboUcs *0, 



^^^m/i. 






C£U^W^ 



AXD LIVE MOST LUXURIOUSLY* 



29 



A great bolle-fiiLL of beiieu • were Letere in his wombo, 

And wijj Jje mndes of bakua * bLs baly ibr to fiUen, 

J)an pertricbes or plouera ' or pekokea y-iosted, 764 

And comereii ber stomakes ■ wij? curio ua drynkes, 

pat mukejj a^vicbe harlottija * bordome vsen, 

And wij) ber wicked worde ' wymmen bittait;); 1 

God wold her wonjnge ■ wore in wildemeBs6j 768 

And fak frerea forboden ' ]je fayre kdis cbaumbres 1 

For knewe lordes ber craffc ' trewlie, y trawe, 

)3ey scbuldeii nou^t bauntea her bous * so bomly on 

ni^t-eSy 
^Q bedden awiche brojjela ' in ao brode acbetefl, 772 
But scbeten her heued in f o stre ■ to scbarpen her 

witt€J ; 
Ke ben kyngea confessouia of cnstoni ' ne f e connsell 

of Jje rewme knowe ! 
Por Franncea fonnded hem nonjt ■ to faren on Jjat wiae, 
!Ne Domynik dued hem eeuer ' swiche drynkera to 

worfe, 776 

lie Helye no Austen ' swicbe l^f nouer v^ed. 
But in pouerte of spirit " Bpended ber tyme, 
"We baue Bene our-aelf ^ in a schort tyme, 
Whou freres wolden no flech * among fe folke vsen ; 
But now f e barlottej * ban liid thilke rewle, 781 

Andj for fe lone of oure lorde * haue leyd hire in 

water 
Wenest f ou }er wold so fcde ' swicbe warlawes worf en, 
Ife were wordlycbe wele * & ber welfare ? 
pel schulden deluen A diggen ■ & dongen Je erje, 
A7id mene-mong com bred ' to ber mete fongen, 786 
And worths flech lea wrougbte * & water to diinken, 
And werchen & wolward gon * aa we wrecches Tsen ; 



would luti LUem 
bflttftr than 
putiidgei or 



Would thai th^f 
ware f«Hrbld<len 
the (air \a.<h&,* 



Lordi ahould not 
give iheia bIuhU, 
but ahut thck 
ta«a4f tn tbo 



Their ronnden 
bever lived ab 
they do. 



Once tliey wtHild 
«at. □□ flealii bat 
they hM.fe ituik 
tJvftt ral*— for tht 



Tli&y otLg[ht to dig 
KDd delv€, aod eat 

Mifi v«'if«t)iblefl 
without ineatj and 
Work ajid go 
fiQUf hly dad." 



762, Stfji^ beuen *C. 

763. Tsn<hf\ bandea BC, 
769. f^i?] B ^mi^rf. 

771. Ainwi^] holy 0. 

7T3, schettn\ i^hottin B \ iheten C, 



782* mire] the B. 

783- Wene&t \t&u'\ Wenestow© B. 

785. diggfn] dy ken BC. 

786. tn^nentcn^l mene mogge B, 
ffl] antl B* 



30 TmS IS THE TRUE ORBED. 

An aunter 3if per wolde on * amonge an hoi hundred 
Lyuen so for godes loue • in tyme of a wynter ! ** 790 
irii^m%m '* ^^® Peres," quajj y J)o • " y praie pat J)OU me tell 
Creed." Whou y male conne my Crede • in Cristen beleue 1 " 

^* Leue broJ?er," qua]? he • " hold pat y segge, 
J will techen fe J?e trewfe ♦ & tellen fe pe sojje." 794 

CREDO, 

tm c««w)b, T eub povL on oure Louerd God • pat all pe werldo 

Believe on God Jj ^Q^jte 

who made the WTOll^I^, 

world; Holy heuen opon hey • holly che he fourmede, 796 

Avd is almi^ti him-self • ouer all his werkes, 
And wTQU^t as his will was • pe we[r]lde and pe heuen ; 

ftndon Jesa And ou gontyl Jesu Crist • engendred of him-seluen, 

Christ, hiB only « ./ o 

Son, conceived of His owu onlyche souno • Lord ouer all y-knowen, 800 
° ^ [pat] was clenly conseued • clerlye, in trewj?e, 

Of pe hey Holy Gost • J)is is pe holy beleue ; 
bornofthemaiden And of pe mayden Marye • man was he bom, 

WiJ)-outen synnfull sede • p\a is fully pe beleue ; 804 
crowned with Wif fom y-ciouned, crucij&ed * & on f e crois dyede, 
de^'and b^d; ^'"^ syjjeu his blessed body • was in a ston b}Tied, 
who descended And descended a-doune • to pe derk helle, 
fetched thence And fet oute our formfadeies • & hy full feyn weren ; 
^n^*Sr P^ fridge daye rediHche • him-self ros fram deej), 809 

rtttl^orthe -^^ ®^ * ®*^^ f^^ ^® ®*^^ ' ^® ®^^J ^ *^ heuene, 
Father's right And ou his fader ri3t hand • redeliche he sittef, 

j)at al-mi3ti god • ouer all ofer why^tes ; 
wme to jud^e*uie ^^^ ^ hereafter to komen • Crista all him-seluen, 
quick and the Xo demcu pe quyke and pe dede • wiJ?-outen any doute ; 
and in the Holy And in pe heue holly gost • holly y beleue, 815 

Ohost : the 

Catholic church; And geucrall holy chirche also • hold J?is in pj mynde ; 
[The communion of sayntes 'for soth I to the sayn; 

789. An aunter'] A Vanter B ; In 804. ]>e] thy B. 

A, An aunter ^if is misrvritten An 810. stei^'] miswritten strij in A ; 

auntei3 if. stigh B ; steigh C. 

796. opon] eth on *C. 812. why^rtes'] whight ys B. 

798. w^Z^] worlde B ; werld C. 817—821. In C onhf; see note. 

801. l]>at'] that BC ; It A. TItese lines are spurious. 



THE PRESBNOE OP GOD IN THE SACRAMENT. 31 

And far our greed sinnes * forgiuenes for to getten, 

And only by Christ • clenlich to he clensed ; 

Out bodies again to risen • right as we been here^ 820 

And the liif etierlasting • leue ich to hahben; Amen,] 

And in fe [sacrement] also • J)at soffast God on is, ^^^ *» t^e 

(Fullich his fleche & his blod) • J)at for vs defe f olede. — sacrament. 

And f 0U3 J)is flateiynge freres • wyln for her pride, 824 

/ Disputen of pis deyte • as dotardes schnlden, 

1 pe more J)e matere is moved • f e [masedere hy] worf en. J^^^'^ '^'■**" 
Liat f e losels alone • & leue J?ou * pe trewf e, 

For Crist seyde it is so • so mot it nede worf e ; 828 [» ms. you 1 
J^erfore studye J)ou * nou3t Jeron • ne stere J?i wittes, 
It is his blissed body • so bad he vs beleuen. which cannot be 

J)ise maystres of dyvinitie • many, als y trowe, ^ 

Folwen noujt fully pe feif • as fele of pe lewede. 832 
Whou3 may mannes wijt • Jjoru^ werk [of] him-selue, 
Knowen Cristes pryuitie • fat all kynde passef ? 
It mot ben a man * of also mek an herte, it ie meek-hearted 

men that receive 

pat myjte wij? his good lijf • pat Holly Gost fongen ; the Holy Ghost. 

And ]>aime nedef him nou^t • neuer for to studyen ; 837 

He mi3te no maistre [ben] kald • (for Crist pat de- 
fended), 

Ne puten [no] pylion • on his pild pate ; 

But prechen in parfite lijf • & no pride vseh. 840 

But all pat euer I haue seyd • sof it me seme]), 

And all pat euer I haue writen • is so]?, as I trowe, au that i hare 

. . . ever written is 

And for amendmg of fise men • is most pat I write ; true, as i suppose. 
Grod wold hy wolden ben war • & werchen pe better ! 

But, for y am a lewed man • paraimter y mi3te i speak not with 
Passen par auenture • & in som poynt erren, 846 authority, but ask 

822, 823. Mt in C ; see note. 836. \>at Holly'] the holly B ; the 

822. Isacrement B] sacremens A. holy C. 

825. |n*] Godes C. deyte] diet B. 838. Iben C] bene B; in A mis- 

826. masedere hy] So in C \ mase- written |)en. 

dere hi B ; A corruptly has mose dere 839. {no BC] on A. 

by. 846. paraunter] paraventure B. 

828 — 830. Not in C. 846. par auenture] peiraventur B ; 

831. ]^i8e] theise B ; For these C. par aduenture C. 

833 [«/BC]orA. wf;Y] wit B. 



32 OOD AMEND ALL FALSE FBIAfifl ! 

pardon If I have Y will noii3t fis mateie * maistrely auowen; 

But ^if ich haue myssaid * mercy ich aske, 848 

& praie all maner men * (is mateie amende, 
Iche a word by him-self * & all, ^ it nede)>. 
Godnraau Qod of his CTete mvite • & his good grace 

amend autiut art Saue all freres * ])at fai)}fully lybben, 852 

And alle ])o pat ben fals * fayre hem amende, 
And 3yue hem w\jt & good will * swiche dedes to 

werche 
pat fei maio wynnen pe lif * pat euer schal lesten ! 
Amen. 855 

8C4. wyY] w>'t B ; wut C. 
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NOTES. 



Line 1. Oros, the cross. Alluding probably to the mark of a cross 
which was sometimes prefixed to the beginning of a piece of writing, 
especially of an alphabet in a primer. See Notes and Queries, Srd S. xi. 
352. The alliteration in this line is defective, and it scans badly. 

6. paired. The readings are, patres, AC ; partem B ; but neither of 
these make sense, whilst the following extract shews that paired is the 
right word. 

" Ever he paired on theyr names faste, 
That he had them in ordre at the laste.** 

How the Plowman lemed his Paternoster : 

HazUU's Early Pop, Poetry, vol. i. p. 216. 
17. And if = an if, i. e. if. The spelling and for an is not uncom- 
mon ; it still stands, e. g., in our Bibles, Mat. xxiv. 48, and and .-={^ in 
Lancelot of the Laik, 1. 1024. 
cou}^e, teach ; sub, the Creed. 

20. toilnep, desireth ; the writer distinguishes between mile and 
toilnep ; cf. 1. 17. 

25. leueden, believed ; leuen (believe) would suit the context better. 

27. for-^an, A,S. for-jran, for-pam, from for and pam (dat case of the 
demonstrative pronoun se, seb, pcet) ; for that, with a view to that. The 
sense is, " But, by questioning them with a view to finding out what 
they know, many are there found to fail." 

28. This interview with the Minorite was doubtless suggested by 
Passus IX of Piers Plowman (Text A). There, William asks two 
Minorites if they know where Do-wel is, whereupon — " Mari, (quod fe 
Menour) • Amon^ vs he dwelej," &c. See the Preface. 

29. foure ordres. See Massingberd ; Hist, of Reformation, chap, vii., 
on " The Mendicant Orders ; their rise and history." A few of the most 
useful facts about the four orders of friars are here collected for conveni- 
ence, arranged in the order in which they are more fully spoken of 
further on. They were, 

(1.) The Minorites, Franciscans, or Gray Friars, called in France 
Cordeliers. Called Franciscans, from their founder, St Francis of Assisi ; 



u 



KOTBS, 



Minoritea (in Ilalmn^ Fraii Miiwri^ in Frencli, Fteru Mineun), ae beiag, 
as he said, the humblest of the religious foundations; Gray Friam^ from 
the colour of their habit ; and Qmhlhrs, from the hempen cord with 
wh ich th ey were gi rd ed ♦ For fu rthe r detai Is, ece Momtm&ita Frandscana^ 
which telk ufi that they wore fond of phyeical Btndies, made mixcti use of 
Aristotle, preached pithy eermons, exalted the Virgin, encouraged 
marriages^ and were th© most popular of the orders, but at last degener- 
ated into a compound of the pedlar or huckster with the mountebank or 
quack doctor. See Mra Jameeon'a Legeridfl of the Monastic ordem, and 
the Life of S^ Francis in Sir J. Stephen*8 Eccleaiattical Biography, They 
arrived in England in A,D, 1'224. Friar Bacon was a FranciBcan. 

(2,) The Dominicans, Black Friars, Frian Preachers, or Jacobins;, 
Founded by St Dominick, of Castile ; order confirmed by Pope Honor i us 
in A.D, 1216 ; arrived in England about 1221, Habit, a white woollen 
go WD, with white girdle ; over this, a white scapular ; over these, a 
black cloak with a hood, whence their name. They were noted for their 
fondness for preaching, their great knowledge of tjcbolastic theology, their 
ef^ceeaiTC pride, and the splendour of their buildingH* The Black Monks 
were the Benedictines, 

(3.) The Augustine or AusUn FriarB, so named from St Angnstine of 
Hippo. They clotljed in black, with a leathern girdle. They were firat 
congregated inio one hodif by Pope Alexander IV., under one Lanfranc, 
in 1256. Tliey are distinct from the Augustine Canons. 

(4.) The Cann elites, or WMie Friars, whose dress was wbite, over a 
dark*brown tunic. They pretended that their order waa of the highest 
antiquity atid derived from Helias, i, e, the prophet Elijah; that a succes- 
sion of anchorites had lived in Mount Carmel from his time till the 
thirteenth century ; and that the Virgin was the special protectress of 
their order, Kejice they were sometimes called " Maries men/* as at 1. 
48, with which cf 1. 384. 

As the imoHty of the foundation of the orders is so often discussed in 
the poem, I add that the dates of their ^r*^ institution are, Auguatineaj 
1150 ; Carmelites, IIGO \ Dominicans, I20G ; Franciscans, 1209. 

31. MS. A. is here obviously corrupt. 

32* The reading tdiUde is a mistake made from confosion with 
wylen, Wefnde (I weened) is the true past tense ^fimrmi; as in 1, 452. 

41. that thou madde^ that tliou art mad. Mr Wriglit printed " that 
thou [art] madde ; " but cf. I 280, and Chau. Mil, Ta., I 373. 

43. jugulei^s. See Tyrwhitt's Chaucer ■ note to Cant, Tales, v. 11453. 
The jongleurs or jogehrs (jocJilatores) were originally minstrels who could 
perform feats of sleight of handj &c,, but they soon became mere mounte- 
banks, and the name became, as here, a term of contempt. We read of 
^^joguhrs^ dremers, and rafars," {rea^ers^ spoilers) ; see Apology attributed 
to Wycliffe; (Camden Soc.) p, 90. 

43. iapers, of ky/ide^ }eBiGT&^ by nature. Cf. 

*^ Bote laj^ers and langelers ' ludas Gliildren." 

Fi^s Fiowmafh A.prok 35 (ed. Skeat, 1867). 
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44, Loreh and loBek (used further oil) are mucb the sarae word. We 
find in the GloBse of Spenaer'a Slieph sard's Calendar (Augnst) the follow- 
ing 1 ** Lorrellj a losell ; ^* which shews that the latter form was the one 
longest used, 

46. ^esi€8, legends, tales ; ee« Tyrwhitt's Chaucer j note to v, 13775. 

48, Compare, 

** Homm quidam prsBdicant quod sunt ex Marta ; 
AlH tamen asserunt quod aunt ex Helia," — Pol. Poema^ u 262, 

"The Carmelitefl, sometimes called the brethren of the blcesed Virgin, 
were fond of boasting their familiar intercourse with the Virgin Mary. 
Among other things, they pretended that the Virgin assumed the 
Carmelite habit and profession ; and that she appeared to Sinjon 
Sturckius, general of their order, in the thirteenth century, and gave him 
a solemn promise^ that the sools of those Chnstians wdio died with the 
Carmelite scapulary npon their shoulders, should infallibly escape dam- 
nation."— IFar/^;i^ Ilkt Eng. Poet ii, 132 ; ed, 1824. 

Hone (Ancient Mysteries, p. 281) reminds us that some of the moat 
ahsurd tales told by the Carmelites have been not very long ago revived 
in *' A Short Treatise of the Antiquity, Privileges, &c., of the Confraternity 
of our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel," {London, 1796j 18mo.) 

54. iofymie; compare the phrase, to Jlnd one in meat and drink. 

65, frercs of the Pye, These would appear to be not very different 
from the Cannelites ; they were called Pied Friars from their dreaa being 
a mixture of black and white^ like a magpie. 

" With an and an I, fuernnt Pyed Prere$j 
Quomodo mutati suntj rogo dieat Pera." 

Pol Poems, i, 262, 

G7* glut^^ A,S, fflulOj a glutton. 

70, " People may bequest their money, &o," A line seems lost 
between 69 and 70, 

72. " Eobartes men^ or Roberdsmenj were a net of lawless vagabonds, 
ijotorious for their outrages when Pierce Plow^man wm written. Tbo 
statute of Edward the Third (an. reg, 5, c. :civ) specifics * divers man- 
elaughters, felonies, and robberies, done by people that be called Bo- 
berdesmenj Wastours, and drawl atches.' And the statute of Ei chard the 
Second (an. reg. 7, c, v.) ordains, that the statute of King Edward con* 
coming M^herdam^n and Drawlacches shall be rigorously observed. Sir 
Edward Coke (Instit. iii. 197) supposes them to have been originally the 
followers of Robert Hood in the reign of Richard the Firsts See Black- 
Rtone^s Comm. B, iv. ch. li:'~Warion, Hi&L E. P. ii, 133 \ ed. 1824. 

77* lullmg^mira^leSt For some account of the Miracle Plays, see 
Massingberd; Hist. Reformation, p, 124 ; and Hone's Ancient Mysteries. 
J have little doubt that the particular one here alluded to is '* Mystery 
VIIL,'' at p. 67 of Hone, about the Miraculous Birth of Christ and the 
Mid wives, the story of which was derived from the P rote vangel ion, cap, 
xiv*j given in Honeys " Apocryphal Gospels." Compare 
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"To pleyea ot miradcs, anc! marifiges." 

Chaucer, W^ of Bathm Prt>hge i I 558, 

79. that the tact, &c. Ueury, in hia Hist of Briiam, i, 459, eays — 
"AmoDgat tho ancient Britons, when a birth was attended with any 
difficulty, tbey put certain girdles made for that purpoee about tlie 
women in labour, which they imagined gave them immediate and 
effectual relief. Such girdles were kept with care, till very lately, in 
many frtTnilieB in the' Higblanda of Scotland." — Brand, Fop. AnUq, ii. 
67. This custom seems to bavo been derived (says Brand) from tbo 
Druids, See also a ballad in **Tbe Ballad Book^*' p* 320, It is easy 
to aee how the friars gladly re-adapted this superstition. 

*' For in liie male ho had a pilweheer. 
Which that, he saide, was oure lady v^V 

Chaucer, FroL L GD5, 

84, gold hy tM eS^hm, gold hy the eyes, Tliia prohahly refers to the 
ornaments of golden net- work worn at this time at the side of the face, 
thickest just beside the eyes, and which wer0| in reality, part of the caul. 
For specimens of them, ace Fairholt's Costume in Englandt pp, 182, 183, 
&:i too, greUhedmh seems to refer to the size of the head-dress. The 
Wyf of Bath's weighed nearly ten pounds, 

89* ** Forsoth many a walken, whom I hauo scidc oft to yoiii forsoth 
now and I wepinge seie, the enemyea of Cristia cross, whoa ende deeth, 
or perischingf whos god is the wombcj and glorie in confasioun of hem*" 
— Wydiffe*8 Bibk, Philip, iii* 18, 19, 

91. glaulhey sloth. I retain thia reading (that of both the MSS,), 
though I have been told that it certainly onght to be ElaughU = slaughterj 
because it refera to " whos ende is deeth," quoted in the note above, 
But the author is not very accurate in quotation, and has already intro- 
duced the expression Buck shmererg m Biepe, to which elan the answers 
well enough. Sloth and Gluttony are constantly mentioneci togetlier by 
our old writers, as they were the two of the seven deadly sins which 
acemed most akin ; bo bere^ " tlieir Mloth is their end, and their glutkmy 
is their God," 

97, andfele mo othere, and (so arc) many others besides, 

100, The error " willen " in MS. A arose from misreading " wiffeu," 
written with two long esses / see foot-notes to 11, 233 ^ 531, and 577. 

103, Menures, Minorites. There was some truth in the Minorites' 
assertion. They seem to have kept tljeir vows of poverty much more 
strictly than did the other orders. At first j tliey settled in the poorer 
suburbs of crowded towns, among the dregs of the population, and they 
nursed the patients in the leper hospitala. See the most interesting 
preface to " Monumcnta Franciscana," by J, S. Brewer, 

107, Compare the account of friars in Pol. Poema, i. 330 ; — 

** At the wrastling, and at the wake, 

Aud chiefechauntours at the nale (ah) ; 
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Market'healefs, and medlmg make, 

Hoppen and hoiitcn with lieve aud hale/' &c, 
116. to coxmrenwith our hone^^ to cover our bones with. There aro 
several otlicr instancea of this curio ua poettion of the word with in the 
poem. See 1. 401, 

118, huno^^ a borough ; i. o. a large convent The bnildingfl of the 
Minorites were, at firat^ of the meanest and raoat inespeniive kind j but 
they grftdnally began to imitate the other orders. 

119, Chapaile, chapel. Peril apa the other reading cJiapitie^ a chap* 
ter-house^ Lat. capitulumy is better, 

121» payni^ painted ; pulchtd^ polished, 
124* cnel^f^ kneel. The infinitive in ^ is common enongh, 
128» The glazing of windowa for convents by rich benefactors seems 
to have been a favourite way of buying pardons; see Monument a 
Franciscanaj p. 515 ; ** De Vitratione Feucstrarnra." Cf. also Purs 

t Plowman^ A, iil. 48 — 62, 
Warton'e note on thia line is— "Your figure kneeling to Christ shall 
be painted in the great west window. This was the way of representing 
benefactors in painted glass,"-^i?ijr^ Eng. Poet ii, 135 j ed. 1824. 

^141, So in Piers Plowman (ed, Wright, p. 189), 
f Why menestow thi mood for a mote 
I In thi broth ores eighe, 

Sitlien a be em in thyu owene 
Ablyndeth thiselve j " 
wnere menesfow should be uicuesiow = mo vest thou, 

153, thejirstf i. e. the Dominicans, as being the wealthiest, proudest, 
and most learned. lu the next line they are called the Preachers. 

157, " It was a aiugular change when the friars began to dwell in 

• palace a and stately houses. . . . Richard Leatherhead^ a grey friar from 
London, having been made hi ah op of Ossory, in a.d. 1318, pulled down 
three churchea to get materials for bia palace. But the conventual 
buildings, especially of the Black Friars, are described by the author of 
Pierce Plovvmian^s Creed, a poet of Wycliffe^s time, aa rivalling the old 
monasteries in m&gni^ceacQ "^MaHmigherd^ Hist JSng, He/f^rm, p. 119. 
The following remark on this snbject is striking. " Swilk maner of 
men biggin g {buiMing) thus bigg in gs semen to turn bred into stones ; 
that is to sey, the bred of the pore, that is, almis beggid, into hepis of 
Itonia, that ia, into stoneu howsis costly and superflew, and tberfor they 
lemen werrar {worge} than the fend, that ask id stonis into bred," — Apohgy 
attributed to WycUffe^ p, 49 (Camden Soc.) . Compare also, 
** Hi domos conliciunt mirse iargitatis, 
Politis lapidibuB, quibusdam quadratis ; 
Totum tectum tegitur lignia levigatia \ 
Sed transgress um regular probant ista satb. 
With an and an I, facta vestra tab out, 
Chriatus cum sio dixerat, * foveas vulpes habent' " 

Poh Poems^ p, 265, vol, ip 
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158. Say /, Saw I, We generally find »^ or idp See 11 208, 421; 

159. K ^em&ie^ I gazed with atteoUop ; ^erm^ eagerly ^ earn eat Ijr, 
161, knoties ; aee Gloaaary. 

165, poitemes in pryuyie, " Thefld privnte poatema are frequently 
alluded to in the reports of the CommiaBieDers for the Diaaaluttoti of the 
Mooaateriea in the reign of Uenry VII L One of tliem, apeakmg^ of the 
abbey of Langden, aaya, ^ Wlieras immediately deecendyng fro my 
hor^c, I aent Bartlett your aervant, with all tny servantes to circuiDC€(it 
tlie abbay and aarely to kepe all hake dorrts and tlariyn^ hoilks, and I 
myaelf went aloae to the abbottea logeyng joyning npoo the felde^ and 
wode, ei^f/n lifke a eontf chj^er full of nUir^ng hollies.* — (MS. Cotton* 
Cleop, E. iv, fol 127.) Aciolher coinmiasioner (MS, Cotton, Cleop, E, iv, 
foL 35)^ in a letter concerning Uie monks of the Cbarter-honae in Lfondoti, 
Bay a, " These charter*how6e monkes wolde be called solytary, but to the 
cloyater dlore tUcr be above zxiiij, keys in the bandea of acxiiij ♦ peraona, 
and hit is lyko my letters, nnprofy table tayles and tydingea and sunityaie 
perverse eoncell oommythe atid goytlie by reaaon therof. Allso to the 
buttrey dore tlier be xij, aundrye keyaa in xij, [mens] hands, wherein 
symythe to be amaU Luabandrye." Quoted from Mr Wright^a notes to the 
*' Crede," 

ItiO, euesedj bordered. This verb is forxnod from the A.S, ffese, the 
modem Eogliah eaves^ ivhich (it ought to be remembered) ia, striotly, a 
Boun in the Bingular number. 

107, cntaifled^ carved, cut This word occurs in Spenser, Faarie 
Queene, Bk, ii. c, 3, st 27, and c, 6^ at. 29, 

168. toieiiy to spy ; a tot^hyll is a hill to spy Jrom, now shortened to 
TothtU, 

160. " The price of a carucate of laud, would not raise such another 
building,'* Warton'a note. 

172, avoaytcfh a tooon, beheld a dwelling ; yhiddf built* 
174. CTOcheteSy crockets (ace Gloasary). They were ao uamed from 
their resembling hunch ps or locka of bair, and we £nd the word uaed iu 
tlie latter seuse in the Complaiat of the Ploughman. 

'' They kembo her crokeltes with christall*" 

Fol FoemSy vol» i, p, 312, 
176. ywntlmfitli thicket inscribed with many texts or names. 

176. Bchapeu scheldes^ ^^ coata of arms of benefactors painted iu the 
glass." Warton's note ; which aee, for examples of them, 

177, merkes of marchauntes^ " their symbolsj cyphers^ or badges, drawn 
or painted in the windows. . . Mijsed ^^-ith the arms of their fuuuders aud 
benefactors stand also the marks of tradesmen and merchants, who had 
no arm&j but used their marks in a shield like Arms, Instances of thia 
sort are very commou.*'— Warton*s notej where he also says they may be 
found in Great St Mary^a^ Cambridge, in Bristol cathedral, and in churches 
at Lynn. 

180, rageynan. Alluding to the Bagman Rolls, originally ** a collec* 
tion of those deeds by which the nobility and gentry of Scotland were 



NOTEB. 



89 



tyrannically constrained to subscribe allegiance to Edward L of England, 
in 1296, and whicb were more particularly recorded in four largtj rolls of 
parchment, con&ietmg of 35 pieces, bound together, and kept in the tower 
of London." — Jamieson'a Bcottish Dktionary. See also Kares^a Glossary, 
where wo find^ — ** Ragman^ mad a from rage-maut stands in Piers Plow- 
man [cd. Wright, v. ii, p. 335] for the d^vil ; probably, therefore^ this 
tyrannical roll was originally stigmatised as the Demr^ rolV^ The 
modern rigmaroU is a curious corruption of tliis term. 

181. tyld opon lofie^ set up on high. It means that the tombs were 
raised some three or four feet above the ground, 

182* housed in hirnes, enclosed in corners or niches, Tlie old printed 
text has home^^ for which Wartou suggested humeSj and he guessed 
rightly ; but it is odd that he did not observe that MS. B has hemis^ as 
he collated the passage with that MB. - besides which^ the old ffloeaary 
has ht^meiy shewing that h^mm is a mere misprint 

183- In the church of the Grey Friars, near Newgate, were buried, 
in all 1 6^3 persons of quality, Stowe says " there were niae tombs of 
alabaster and marblo, inv ironed with strikes of iron^ in the clioirj' 
See preface to the " Chronicle of the Grey Friars of London j " (Camden 
Soc.j 1852) p, xxi* 

184, 185, MS. A omits these lines, obviously owing to the repetition 
of clad for the none^, 

185» ** In their coffnisaTiceSj or snrcoata of anus." — WarUm, 

188, gold-beteuj adorned with beaten gold* 

194- p&jnt Ul^ painted tiles. MS. B has pmne^ by obvious error for 
painie ; the scribe has apparently altered it to pavine, thinking it meant 
paving. The old printed text has po^ni illy on which War ton's note is, 
" Foini en point is a French phrase for iu order, exactly. This explains the 
latter part of the line. Or poynttU may mean tiles in squares or dies, in 
chequer- work* See Sk inner in Point^ and Du Fresne in Pdncttiba. 
And then, ick point after other will be one square after another. So late 
as the reign of Henry the Eighth, so niagnihcent a structure as the 
refectory of Christ*church at Oxford was, at its first building, paved with 
green and yellow tiles. The whole number was 2000, and each hundred 
cost Ss, 6</.** Btit Warton was slightly misled by the old text ; poynte 
merely means &*!, piece^ as in 1, 198. It is true that poynttU occurs ia 
many dictionaries^ glossaries, &c., but in every cam I find that the onhj 
quotation given for it is the present line, and I hold it to be a mere mis- 
prinU Pej^nt ^^: painted is common enough (see L 192), but I doubt the 
existence of poynt in the sense of pointed or squared* Indeed, Mr Ellis, 
rejecting Warton*s explanation, proposed to explain poynUil by prniUles^ 
which, however, cannot be used for paving, not being /af. 
** And yit, God wot, uanetlie the foundement 
Parformed is, no of cure pavyment 
Ib nought & t^le yit withicne our wones.'* 

Chaucer^ Sompnoures Tale^ 1. 403. 

Wl* I trow the produce of the land in a great shire would not furnish 
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that place (hardly) one bit towards* the other end ; a stronger phra&s 
" from one end to the othcfp" ae Wartciu oxplaios it. Oo properly = oue, 
199» Cfmpttre-hom. "The chapter-house was inagtHSceatly con- 
etructed in the style of churoh-architecturej finely vaaltedj uad richly 
carved.**— Warion* 

201, With ** a eeemly eeUing^ or roof, very lofty.** — Warion, 

202. y'pe\fnted^ painted. Before tapestiy became rashlonahle, the 
walls of rooiEB were painted. For proofn^ see Warton's long note. 

203. /m^/owr, refectory, 

209. chymn&je^^ fireplaces. Langlande complains bitterly that the 
rich often despise dioing io tho hall, and eat by themselves " in a privy 
parlour, or in a chamber with a chimney*" Pkr^ Plowman : ed* Wright, 
p. 179, ToL i. 

211. dortour, dormitory. 

212* fermery^ infirmary \ feh mOj many more. Chaucer uses 
ferm^rere for the person who had charge of the Inhnn&Ty .^—Sompnoures 
Tahf L 151 ; tlortour occure in the same passage^ just 4 lines above* 

216. Compare 

" Yif ns a busshel whet, or malt, or reye, 
A Goddes kichil, or a trip of chese, 
Or elles what yow list, we may not chese," &c. 

Sompnoures Tale^ 1. 3^. 

217. one^^ with difficulty. 

219. yioied, investigated, espied* 

220. Friars are also accused of fatness in the folio wmg : — " 

*' I have lyued now fourty jers 
And fatter men about the neres 
Jit sawe 1 neuer then are thes frera 
In con treys ther thai rayke. 
Metelea, bo megre are thai made, and penaunce so putUs Tutm doun 
That iohone is an hors-ladej whan he shal trusse of toun I *' ^ 

Pol PoejTis, I 264. 
222. " With a face as fat as a fall bladder that is blown quite full of 
breath ; and it hung like a bag on both his cheeks, and Iiis chin lolled 
(or flapped) about with a jowl (or double-chin) that was as great as a 
gooseys egg^ grown all of iat ; fio that all his flesh wagged about like a 
quick mire (quagmire) " 

228, The line '^ with double worsted well ydjgbt " ocean in the Com- 
plaint of the Ploughman ; Pol. Pt>ems, i. 334. 

229. The kirfle was the under- garment, which was worn white by the 
Black Friars. The outer bla4;k garment is here called the cops, and I 
suppose 1. 230 to refer to it ■ i* e, the Mr lie was of clean white, but the 

^ ner$s^ kidneys ; unlesa it be put for er^j, cars ; or (perhaps) buttoclca. To find 
nale^ nolgj nmd$^ for ale, &k&, ende^ whcro the n m merely aooed at the beginning, 
and is no part of the word, k very common. Hapke, wander about ; cf. 1. 72 of 
the ** Cr^e ; '^ hQr^-lad^^ a horae-loid- irmse of Uur^ pack off out of the town. 



i 



NOTEa. 



41 



cope had enough dirt on it for one to grow com in. The kirtle "appears 
to have been a kind of tunic or snrcout^ and to have resembkd the hau^ 
berk or coat of mail j it seems in some Inatancea to have been worn 
■next the shirt, if not to serve the purpose of it, and was also used as an 
exterior garment by pageB when they waited on the nobility. "^ — Sti'iitt^ 
JJress ajid HabitSj 349, When Jane Shore did peiaance, she was " out 
of all array save her klrth only/'* — HoUmhtd, p, 1135 ; ed. 1577* 

233. The mistake " willen " ia MS. A aros^j from misreading 
" wifTen." Bee note to h 100. 

242. ejieUeSj evil -less ; but there seems littJo force in this epitliet, 
and I feel sure the reading is corrupt. Tlie other readings are no better. 

247. ** It is merely a pardoner's trick ; test and try it ! " 

252. An allusion to the reputation of the Dominicans for scholastio 
learning. 

266. ** Thro© popes, John XXL, Inoocent V., and Benedict XL, were 
all taken from tlje order of BJack Friars^ between A.l>, 1276-1303," 

Mmmngherd^ Eng. J2^., p, 117. 

263. in I^knsSj by way of parable, 

268. The spelling aTigerlich is the correct one ; compare 

" The kings law wol no man deme 
Anger Ikhe with out answers." 

Comp. of Plou^lmk Poh Pommy i. 323. 
271, criatmiT^ creature. 

274. " That fully follow the faith, as the gospels tell ua^ apart from 
fables, and from mystihcations of paraphrases and glosses. For the 
meaning ofghse^ compare 

" I have to day ben at your chirche at mesae, 

And eayd a sermon n after my simple loit^ 

Nought al after the text of koltf 'wryU 

For it is hard for yowj as I suppose. 

And therfor wil I teche yow ay the ghse. 

Glosi^ng is aful glorious thing certain, 

For Utter slcthj so aa we clerkes ^ayrj,'* 

Chau€er, Somp, Tale, h SO. 
276. hfhfghty promised. 
280. I iJiodde^ I grow mad ; ef, 1, 4L 

282. good^ property^ here and elsewhere. 

283. taielly wealth. 

285. The spellings xmm^ vmitej v&on are all bad. 

287. '* Do naught hut proffer them privately a penny for saying a 
mass, and put out my eye if his lad is not ready to take it." The read- 
ing of the old printed copy, " hut his Jiamt be Presi" i e, i/' his name be 
mat Priest^ is very absurd. The knans or lad is the man w^ho followed 
the begging friars about to carry their earnings. 

'^ A stourdy harlot (fellow) ay went hem byhynde, 
That was her hostis man, and bar a sak. 
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And what m^n yaf liem, layd it on bis bakJ' 

Sompnoure's Tale, h 46. 

29L " As to welling: oar babite and clothmge, yt is ordeyned tbat tbe 
bredditbe of the hode pas Dot tlie ih older- boon e, and that the leogbte 
tberof pae not the coorde bebmde; and the lenghte of the babit ehalle 
Dat pas the lenkitbe of byra that werethe yt, and the hreddith therof 
hatte nat past xri. spannys at the moat, nor lea tlien xiiij, ^ but-yf the 
gretnes of the b rod re require more after the mynd of the warden, and 
the lenghte of tlie fllevia ah all cum over the vtter joynt of the finger and 
DO further. And the brethern may haue tnantellia of vyle and courae 
clothe^ not curiualy made or pynched abuuto the n&eke, nat towching 
the graund by a hole apanne," General Statutes of tlio Gray Friara ; 
Hon* Franciac. p. 575, For pictures of the friars' dresses see Dtigdale's 
Monaaticon, last edidon, 

292. "More cloth is foldod in cutting his cope tliaa waa m 8t 
Francises frock, when be first established the order." 

296. The cote, worn under the copB, was of fur ^ bat it waa cut abort 
at the knee, and craitily buttoned clos©j last it should be perceived by 
the atrictor brethren, 

298, Among the "articles that Pope Clement saithe that the 
Bretherne [Franciscans] be bownde to kepe vnder payne of dedly 
aynne," the second is^ " that the bretherne ahaJJe were no ahone."— Jtfb». 
Franc., p, 572. At p, 28 of Mon. Franc, there ia a story of one Walter 
de Mad el e, a Franciscan of Oxford, who found a pair of shoea and went 
to matin a in them ; ha dreamt the next night that he was attacked by 
thieves, and putting out his feet to sJiaw that he t&as a/riar, found to his 
confusion that he was shod. Starting up from bed^ he throws his ahoea 
out of the window. 

299. for hleynyng^y to prevent blains on their heelSi 

BOO. j/Jiamhd, cut short at the ancle, so that people should not easily 
see that they had hose on ; auch was their crafty device, 

801. 'VAnd spices scattered loose in their puraea (bags)^ to give 
away where they liked." Compare 

^^ And also many a dyuera spyse 
In hagges about thai here. 
Al that for women is plesand, 
Ful redy certea have thai ; 
But lytel gyfe thai the husband, 

That for al ahal pay."— Fo^, FoemSj i. 2G5 
The friars used to bribe the fair wives, to get their good word, thua 
" throwing away a sprat to catch a whale." See Chaucer, Prol, 233 j 
Somp, Tale, 94^^101, 

303, knewen mm, if men knew j cf, L 770, The old reading^ foaowen, 
is clearly wrong. 

304, nought huty only j cf. prov. Eng, iwhhut. 

SOB. herendta^ not k^efrnte^ is the true reading ; it ia a quotatioii 
from Piers Plowman (ed. Wright, p. 312) j 
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** Foul primus heremita 

Hadde parroked liymaelve," &o. 
For the story of Paul of Tliebes who, duriog the persectition nnder 
DeciDS^ fled to, a desert on tho East of the Nile, and there became the 
founder of the anchorites or solitary hennitflj bee Mrs Jameion*H Sacred 
and Legendary Art^ vol. II, p. 3GS. 

311. FortOf until. The Camielites lived as hermits till the Francis- 
cans betook themselves to the poor suburbs of towns ^ so says their 
apologist 

324, The alliteration is very defective j it is perhaps eked out by a 
very strong emphasis on thou and thiMlfe. 

326* " Thou abalt (at the next meeting of the chapter) have a letter 
of fratemiaation granted you^ duly sealed/* Massmgberd says (p. 118) 
— *^ Another marvellous way, by which the rich were brought in to share 
all the graces of poverty, without practising its privations, was by cmi- 
veniu€U htMrSj or charters of fraternization ; by which the person pre- 
sented with them was entitled to all the bene&t of the prayers^ masses, 
and meritorious deeds of the order," Compare 

** Ye sayn me thusj h&w that I a7fi pour hrothtr : 
Te, certesj (quod the frere), trustetn wel j 
1 toke our dame the letter^ under our seV^ 

Somp, Tah, 1, 42G. 
328* promnciallt one who has the direction of the several con vents of 
a province. 

336, pre^mge of si/nnef sinful praying. 

341, A omits # in miUche; but the reading of B (tiillkh) shews that 
the original had aiflkhej f being again confused with l^ as at 1. 100« 

342. on leuestj belie vest in. 

345, halt, holdcth j so we find rit for rideih, fynt for findeth^ &c* 
347. letten but wercheUf prevent him from working. 

350. Por thei beu^ whether they he i on to trostm^ to trust in. 

351, " I would requite thee wuth thy reward, according to my 
power." 

355, ^^ They are as disdaiufiil as Lucifer, that (for his pride) falk irom 
heaven." Perhaps we should read droppede. 

356, " With their hearts (full) of haughtiness, (see) how they hallow 
churches, and deal in divinity as dogs treat bones," 

358, "He had i-made many a fair maHog^*^ Chaucer , FroL L 212. 
360* In the Complaint of the Ploughman, it is said of the Pope that 
" He maketh bishops for earthly thrnihe^ 

And no thing at all for Christ [e] a sake." 

PoL Poems, vol, i. p. 316* 
The context shews that earthly tkanhe means a hnbe. 

361* "They wish for honours ; — only look at their deeds (and you'll 
see proofs of it)." 

362. I have no doubt^ from the context^ that these goings-on of the 
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friarB at Hertford mean that tliey cajoled Richard XL aod his relatives 
into granting them money. There waa no bouse of the Black Friara at 
Hertford itself (there was one of Black Mbnht)^ but tlie alliition is doubt- 
less to their famous convent at King*H Langley^in Hertfordshire, the richest 
(says Dugdale) in all EnglaDd, Richard 11. made no less than three grants 
to it, and it received large iums from Edmund do Langley (who was bom 
in that town), and from Edmund's fimt wife. '^ And ^tis said that this 
great Lady^ having been somewhat wanton in her younger years, became 
an hear^ Feniteni^ and departed this life aiiito 1394. 17 R. II, and was 
buried in this church '* (the church of the Black Friars* convent) ; Channcy^s 
Htrtfordsh.^ p, 545. Edmnnd de Langley was also buried here, and so 
was the king himself. The custom was, to bequeath one's body to a 
convent for burial, aud to hequealh a large sum of money to it at the 
samo time ; see IL 408^417* It should be noted, too, that Richard often 
held a royal Christmas at Langley ; he did so certainly in 1392^ and 
again in 1394 ; see Stow'S and Oapgrave'a Chronicles. This^ doubtless, 
gave the Friars excellent opportunities, 

S65- See Glossary, s, v, Clawef - 

366. " God grant they lead them well, in heavenly living, and cajole 
them not for their ow*n advantage, to the peril of their (the kings') souls.^ 

374. Uft&^ remained. 

575, dif^ne, disdainful ; hence, repulsive ; hut there is not often much 
logical Be(iuence or connection in proverbs of this eort. Yet that this is 
the right explanation is evident from Chaucer ; see the Qlossary. 

378. Als iiB^ aU bo as^ i* e. just as if, 

379* Ucuing^ lyeih^ lie their lies. 

383, See note to !. 29, The friar in the Sompnonres Tale seems to 
have been a Carmelite ; see Somp, T* 1, 416* 

387, % lyhbeth^ live by, 

388, "Weknow of no subtlety, Christ knows the truth," 
393. And, if, 

401, ^0 ttj^men withe myfode^ to earn my food with. 

402, terne^ teach j common in prov. English. 

405, Cat us am at piscesj sed non vult tingere plantam. 

406, m — parted^ are not given away in tit at manner, 
409. Carefully compare the death -bed scene described fully m 

Massingberd^a Eng, Eef* pp. 165- — 168 j and see also Chaucer's Sompnonres 
Tale* 

" Si dives in patria qui&quis infirmetur, 
I Hue frater proper an s et currens mouetur ; 
Et statim cum venerit inGrmn loquelur, 
Ut cadaver mortuum fratrihua douetur." 

FoL Fosms, vol, i. p, 257. 

414. AnueU ; see Glossary, 

415, " It is God's forbiddiug but that she die while she is in a mind 
to share hor wealth among ng ; God let Ler live no longer, for our letters 
(of confraternity) are so numerous,'' It was of course inconvenient tlmt 
those who had obtained these letters should live long afterwards. 



NOTES. 45 

421. "I saw a simple man hang upon (bend over) his plough." 
I here venture to quote the whole of the Prologue to the Ploughman's 
Tale, from an early undated edition. It is much to the point, and was 
omitted by Mr Wright when reprinting the Plowman's Tale itself. 

"Here endeth the Manciples tale, and here beginneth the Plow- 
mannes Prologue. 

The Plowman plucked vp his plowe 

Whan Midsomer Moone was comen in, 
And saied his bestes shuld eate inowe, 

And lige in the Grasse vp to the chin. 
Thei been feble bothe Oxe and Co we, 

Of hem nis left but bone and skinne, 
He shoke of her shere and coulter ofdrowc, 

And honged his harnis on a pinne. 

He toke his tabarde and his staffe eke, 

And on his hedde he set his hat, 
And saied he would sainct Thomas seke. 

On pilgremage he goth forth plat. 
In scrippe he bare bothe bread and lekes, 

He was forswonke and all forswat ; 
Men mijt haue sen through both his chekes, 

And euery wang-toth and where it sat. 

Our hoste behelde well all about, 

And sawe this men was Sunne ibrent, 
He knewe well by his senged snout. 

And byliis clothes that were to-rent, 
He was a man wont to walke about, 

He nas not alwaie in cloister ipent ; 
He could not religiousliche lout, 

And therefore was he fully shent. 

Our hoste him axed, * what man art thou ? ' 

* Sir ' {(]uod he) * I am an hine ; 
For I am wont to go to the plow. 

And eame my meate er * that I dine ; 
To swette and swinke I make auowe, 

My wife and children therewith to finde ; 
And serue God and I wist how. 

But we leude men been full blinde. 

For clurkes saie we shuUen be fain 

For her liuelod swette and swinke. 
And thei right nought vs giue again, 

Neither to eate ne yet to drinke. 



' Old copy, "yer." 
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Ttm ma we hy lawn, as iLei sain, 

Vb curse and dampoQ to heU[e] brinke; 

Thus thci putteo vm to pab 

With candles queint and belief clinke. 

Thei make vb t1ira|lo« at her Ittst, 
And Bain we mowe not eU be saued ; 

Tliei haae the come and we Ihe dust, 

Who apeaketh thero^again, the! saie he raaed* 
l^Four lines toMf] 

* What ? mao/ (qitoti our hoste) * can at thou preache ? 
Ck)me nere and tel vh iome holy thing,' 

^ Sifi' quod he, * I heftrd ones teache 
A priest in pulpit a good preaching/ 

* Saie one/ quod onr hoste, ^ I thee beeecho/ 

*• Sir, I am redy at your bidding \ 

I praie you that no man me reprocho, 

While that I &m mj tale telling.' 

Thus eudeth the Prologue j and here foloweth the first parte of the tale." 
425, It means that his shoes were bo worn and ill-made that^ whilst 

his toes peeped out^ his hose overhung them at th@ sinews of his heel 

(hoksch^fnes), and so got bedaubed with mud. 

428. as met^j as middling (or poor} as the shoes were. It is the A*S. 

WMJE^fi, middlings mean. It being a hard word, the scribe of MS, B erased 

it, and the old printer misprinted it, 

431. teot'then^ become. The wrong reading woriM may have been 
an error in the old original text, from whicli texts A, B, and C are all 
derived. In Lay amends " Brut '* the past participle of the verb wortken^ 
to become, takes the forms iwurSen, iwurden, iworSen, iworjje ; and is 
sometimes used jti the e}tact sense here required, as in — -^** for all e ure 
he!Sene-seipe Iitene is ivvur^en " — ^ for all our heathendom is become 
baae."^ — Laj/amoTi^ vol, 2, p. 279, 

432, reiifuUf sorry-looking j a great improvement on the old reading 
rentfulL 

436, Compare — " As two of them [Minorites] were going into a 
neighbonring wood, picking their way along the rugged path over the 
frozen mud and rigid snow, whilst the blood lay in the track of their 
naked feet without their perceiving it," &c.^3fon. Franc, p, 632, 

437. la^e ; the old printed text has lath ; this is because the printer 
misread lai/e as lajte. 

443, " At hei^ prime perkyn ' lette f e plouj stonde/' — Piers PL A, 
vii, 105. 

445, ^* If livelihood (i, e, means of living) fail thee, I will lend thee 
such wealth as God hath sent; come, dear brother,'* Go we (^corae 
along) was a common exclamation j cf. " go we dyue, go we," Piers PK 
A. proL 105. 
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452, " For there I expected to have kno^vn (it)." 

456. ** Attendite a fahis proplietia, qui veniimt ad vos m vesthrmitis 
omum, intrinsecuH autem sunt lupi rapaces," Mat. vii. 15 (Vulgate). 

459. yyerwolveSi lit< man-vvolvea, Fr, loupgarous^ from the Teutonic 
ttjefj a man^ which was modified into gar in Norraan*French. For a 
full discussion of the etymology, see Gloesary to Sir F. Madden's edition 
pfi< ^Yilliam and the Werwulf," a re- issue of which I am now preparing 
for the E. E, T. 8» For a full discussion of the very prevalent mediaeval 
Buperstilion, that men could be turned into peculiarly ferocious wolves, 
see " A Book on WorwolveSj^* by S. Baring Gould, aud Thorpe's Northern 
Mythology^ 

4G2. Curates^ parish- priests with a cure of souls* Tlie friars were 
continually interfering with and opposiDg them, 

-unnetlie may prestes seculars 



Gete any eervioej for thes frers," &c. 

Pol. Poems, i. 



2G7. 



468. c^n/esdonSt i* e. the right of hearing confesBions, and being paid 
for BO doing. 

4G9. sepulhireSf burials. They used to get people to order in their 
wills that they should bo buried in a convent-church, and then they 
would he paid for the singing of masses for tliem* 

471. he hhtth^ they look for, look out for. 

477* '^ I trow that some wicked wight wrought these orders through 
the subtlety of the tale called Golias ; or else it was Satan/* &c. A satire 
on the monkish orders^ caUed Apocah/psis Golk^, may be found among 
the poems by Walter MapeSj &c., edited by Mr Wright for tlie Camden 
Society. The idea expressed in 1. 479 is this :^perhaps, after all, that 
satire of Golias was written as an artful contrivance for briuging about 
the disrepute of the monks, and the rise of the mendicant orders. It is 
certain that the friars succeeded at first because tlie monks had become 
BO dissolute J but it is not likely that this particular poem had much to 
do with it, Gk^m =. bird-limoj and hence subtlety, craft, guile. It is a 
strong metaphor J but explained by our author*© own words id L 564 ; 
" I liken it to a limed twig, to draw men to hell." 

486. Cain's name was generally spelt Caun or C<iym in Early English t 
whence Wycliffe declared that the letters C, Aj Ij M meant the Carmelites, 
Augustiues, Jacobins, and Minorites^ and he delighted in calling the 
convents '*Caim*s castles^" an idea which appears below, at 1. 559. It 
was common to call wicked people Cain's children or Judas's children ; 
Bee Piera PI. A. proL 35, and x. 149. 

** Nou se the sothe whedr© it be swa, 
That frere Carmcs come of a K^ 
The frer Austynes come of A, 

Frcr Jacobynes of I, 
Of M com en the frar Men ours 
Thus grounded Ca^m thes four ordoura 
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ThB.1 fillen the world ful of erroure, 



And orypocrisy/* — Fol Poetm^ L 256. 



487. The Wycliffitpa 



the itim% to 



^'jcliHitpa were never tired of comparing 
Phari^e^ ; IL 487 — 502 and 540 — 584 are entirely devotod to this com- 
pariEOD. This comparison ^ and the one in K 456^ are both foimd In the 
Apology attributed to Wycliflfe^ fe^^md/or gode^ feigned to be good meo^ 
Tbe old printed text has *' Saiy&enes, feyned for God." 

48D* kifnde ypocriUi^ natural hypocrites, hypocrites by nature. 

492. i^r> ^mrthe ifou^ wo happeD to you ; worthe is tha imperatif^ of 
ttmrthen^ to become^ to happen* 

498. Cf, notn to I 574. 

499, Cf. note to 1.654. 

503, " Her (their) high maister is BoIiaII"^ — FoL Foem»j I 310, 

507. Cf. note to 1. 462; 

510, The old reading denilich^ secretlyp gives no seme ; detueUch 
means kborioUHly^ induatriously. Thus in Allit Poems (od. Morris, 
E. E. T. B.)t p^ 66^ 1. 632, Abraham tells his servant to seethe a kid, 
*' And he deru^ly, at hia dome, dyjt hyt hylyue * " and he induetriously, 
at hrs bidding, got it ready eoon, 

516. vntsT^ned, bad spelling for vntynedj unfastened* It ocears in tliia 
sense in the fullowing ; *^ nasa ther dum onitfmd^ ne weaJl to-sljten, no 
eah-ihyrl geopened ; " there was no door an/miened^ nor wall rent through, 
nor window opened. MS. C.C.C, 196, p. 43 

518. harCf barren. 

521. poue^e in gostj poor in spirit. " Gostly pouert ts ium tyme wan 
a thing hath litil of sum spirit ; And thus was Grist most pore, for he had 
lest of the spirit of prid." — Apolo^t/ atlribuied to WtfcUffe^ p. 41 j cC 
Sompnonres Tale, 1. 215. 

623. Froite hem^ i. e. try the experiment of proving them. 

528. For a brief summary of Wycliffe^s charges again st the friars, 
Bee Maseingherd, Eng. Ref, p. 130 j or consult Lewises or Le Bas' life of 
Wyeliffe ■ or, better still, Wycliflfe's own Two treatises against the Friars^ 
edited by James i 4to, Oxford, 1608, He died Dec* 31, 1384, at Lutter- 
worth, 

532. To hlk properly meana, to profess the doctrines of Wyeliffe j 
and " oueral hllede him" ^especially accused him of lallmg. See the 
poem against the Lollards^ in Pol. Poems, ii, 245 j where we find 

*' And, parde, lolle thei never so longe, 
Yot wol la wo make hem lowte ; " 

and again, " do u hie dethe for suyche lolly ngeP A toiler means a atug* 
gardj an idle vagabond \ see Piera Plowman (ed, Wright) , pp. 514, 527, 
In tlie Complaint of the Ploughman the terra is applied, not to the 
WycUj/iieSy but to the friars^ who are " Icleped lollcrs and londleae ; ^ 
PoL Poems J i. 305. At the same time, thft term Lollard was freely 
applied to the eo-call^d lieretics, and had hccn used in Germany as early 
as 1309. The latter word was probably fornicd from Ger, It/tllen or 
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lalUn^ to stammer^ mumble (Diicange gives " Lollaerd, mmdtator^^) bot 
the two words MUr sod Lollard were purpo&dy confuaedf to the no flmall 
peq>lexjty of modern inquirors* 

1536. " If you cnti find fourfdnrB in one convent that follow tliat rule, 
why, then^ IVe lost all my powers of tasting, touching, and testing." 
538 — 545. In M former editions, these lines have been rendered mere 
nonsense by the absurd insertion of a full stop at the end of U 543. But 
the conatruction is just the same as in JL 536-7 ; and the sentence is 
framed in the same ironical strain. It means, ** Only iind fault with 
Ihem ever ao little, and blame their mode of life, and if he does not leap 
up on htgh in hardness of heart, and at once call you a thing of naught, 
and revile your name openly with proud words that transgress his rule, 
both with ^ thou liest ^ and again ' thou Hest,^ in his haughtiness of soul, 
and turn about like a tyrant that torments him self — if }i& does not do this, 
whj then ril admit Ifiat a lord is more loath to give to a knave than to 
such a begging friar aa he is, though he be the best in the town." In 
other words, " we know that a lord would rather give to a knave than to 
a friar ; but, if my words be not true, consider the order of all things as 
inverted, and that a lord is m^ore hath to give to a knave than to a friar.** 
^^ Such a construction is difficult to explain on paper, but a good reader 
^ft would bring out the force of it easily enough. 

^^ 550. chapohrieSj scapulars. The writer cleverly substitutes the 
tcapid^rs of the friars for the phijlactenen of the Pharisees* The scapular 
(Fr. Rcaputaire, Itah scapulaj^e) was so called because thrown over the 
ikon Iders. Compare the wordsofJackUplan d — * ^Whathetokenethyour 
great bood^ your scaplerit, your knotted girdle^ and your wdde cope ? " — 
FoL Poems, iL 19. This word has been queerly misunderstood ; Richard- 
son thought it meant a chapeh'y^ and inserted this line in his dictionary 
under ** Chapel/^ But the spellings scaplory and scapela^y are both given 
in the Promptorium Parvulorum^ and the alteration into ch^jmhrf/ is less 
remarkable than the spelling of cha^ in 1, 663, vi^. ichaf ^ and see note 
1 1 684. 
554. Compare 

'^ Priestes should for no catell plede, 
But chasten hem in charite ; 
Ne to no battaile should men ledo, 
For inhaunsing of lier own degree j 
Kat wilne sittings in liigh see, 
Ne soueraignty in house ne hall ; 

All wordly worship defie and flee ; 
For who willeth bighnes, foule ahal fall.*^ 

Plougkman^a Complaint^ Fol. PoemSi L 306. 
See note to 1. 486. 

So in Piers Plowman (ed. Wright), p. 170 — " For lecherie in 
likynge is lyme-yerd of belle." 
569, her propre^ their own. 

** Except money may make measure of (i, e. may moderate) the 
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pabj ftccording aa his power of payment h^ — bis penance ihall fail ; anJ^ 
God grant it be a good help (i, e, a heavi/ payment) for the health of tbo 

574* " Now mmjtkr' (qnod this lord) I yow biseke. — 

No maister^ sir (quod be) but servitour^ 
Though I have had in ecole sttch honomr. 
God likith Dot ti>at Eah^ men us calle 
Neyther m market, ueyther id your large halle." 

SomptUfurei Tale^ 1* 
So too in the Comp, of the Ploughman ; PoL Poems, i, 337. 

577, The sense is carried on frotn for^eiten fM$ to Wh&r id J. 579. 
"Priars have forgotten this, viz, whether Franc iSj" &c. 

583. and — liste, and choose when it suJta him ; meaning, T suppose, 
that he clioosea his own hours for service^ &e. 

5S6. ^^ He touches not the text ItseKf but takes it to found his glosses 
on. 

5Q1. Shimlen in tale^^ flounder about in his legends of the satntSy 
instead of preaching God*B word. 

593. '* And look out (find out) for themselves lying atories, sudi . 
please the people," 

697, a li/mitour ; see Chaucori ProL h 209. "It was, of courao, how- 
ever, neceSBary to regulate the system of begging alms, . , , This wag 
effected by assign Jug distriets to each convent, within which ita 
members were to take their rounds, and generally each individual friar 
had bis own limits prescribed ; whence the name that was commonly given 
to thejii of Hmiiors. When the system was cstablislied, the alms of bread, 
baconj and cheese, logs of wood for their fire, and other ordinary gifts, 
were ready for the friar when he called.*^ Mamjigberd^ Eng, Ref. p, 110>^| 

G03. Wherlo^ wherefore, answering to But for in L 605, ^^ 

608. The old printer, misreading Y as )?, and supposing Ji to stand for 
fe or peij turned Y-cl^fcd into Thei clothed, 

610. onlie^ singularly, in a way peculiar to themselves, ''neither ia| 
order nor out," as we read in 1. 45 ; cf, also 1. 534, 

613. foTf before, 

614, elup^ cloth. The adjective jjur, pure, clean, shews that chth is ' 
meant ; besides, they would not be put in claj/ when " ^e^r dead," but 
only qfier death. The mis-reading clmf in A ia easily explained j the 
writer simply mistook f to mean y, just as, by a common blunder, y^ and 
yt occur often in C for Me and Ihat. The reading deye in B is due to 
the same thing, only that here the scribe also changed the spelling at 
his ow*n good pleamire, as he has very tmwi&ely done throughout the MS, 
The announcement in this line that friars, when near dead, were wrapped 
np iti white clotb^ and had pois jiwf on their haids^ is strange and startling, 
and a reference to 1, G27 seems to shew that there existed a system of 
disposing of useless friars by a process not very different from suffoca- 
tion ; but it would bo desirable to have more light thrown upon this 
passage from other sources* A request for further explanation was] 
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inserted in Nates and Queriea, 3rd S. xi. p. 277, but Ijaa elicited, aa yet, 
no reply* 

623i "Or maimed by accidentj or sick lepers." The old text lias 
mntfned for maymedi and !f/k& for »yke^ a, mietake due to reading tlie long 
s (0 as an l, aa in li. 100, 233, md 34 L 

626. " Except he beg his bread, his bed is got ready for Mai ; ho 
ehali be put under a pot in a secret chamber so that ha iJiall not live Of 
last long after." Cf/ll, 614, 732. 

63 L "But whosoever hath sooffed at a friar,** Slc. 

633. "It were as good for him to have displeased a wealthy lord." 

635, compared his mori^ierj contrived his murder ; the old printed text 
has mothers ^^^^ the author meant motksr^ he would have written nuxhr; 
eee 1* 2. 

636. " Than if he had bestowed a buffet on a begging friar." 

641. ihiSy this law ; an othtr^ another law. 

642. "That which they catch hold of, they hold tight, [and] soon 
hide it away.*' 

643. 644. Difficult ; but the meaning seems to be — •** Their hearts 
are fully hid (from the world's wealth) in their high cloisters^- quite as 
much aa curs abstain from refuse carrion P* In other words, they no 
mare devote their minds to contemplatiDn and abstain from coveting, 
than a dog abstains from carrion. 

648, 649. The reading mlfalkr (of MS. B) gives the right uenAe; the 
readings imlfullok{e)r and foUoke are easily accounted for by remember- 
ing that the old spell iog o(milfuUer would be wU/uUokerj ]UBt VkB. liglUhker 
(^lightlier)j *a(/^ter (= sadder), and many other such coraparaUve 
forms, occur continually in old authors, asj e. g, in Piers Plowman. The 
wil was dropped in the old printed text because the repetition of it looked 
wrongj and the final r, which may Jiave been obscurely written, went with 
it. The sense is ; ^*just test their soberneaa, and you may soon know that 
no wasp in the world will sting more fiercely, [than they will sting you] 
for stepping on the toe of a Blinking friar.** But there is prohably a line 
lost between 11, 648 and 64U. 

655, pursut of^ prosecution (of heretics) by, 

657. Wat m no doubt the right reading j the reading Water arose 
from adding er, and forgetting to put In tbe L Wat m the common form, 
and was a very common name ■ cf. Piers Plowman, A. v. 30. Walter 
Brute was a Welsh gentleman, who called into question the doctrines uf 
the power of the keys, auricular confessionj pardons, &c., and declared 
that pretended miracles ought to be carefully examined into. In parti- 
cular ho protested, Oct. 15, 1391^ against the condemnation, for heresy, 
of William 8winderby ; on Jan. 19, 13D1*2, he confessed to having com- 
municated with the said heretic ^ on Friday, Oct. 3, 1393, he appeared 
before the bishop of Hereford^ who had prosecuted him unceasingly, for 
final trial, and on the succeeding Monday^ Oct. 6, he submitted hiuiself 
to the same, not without having well defended many of his opinions. A 
long account of his defence will be found in Force's Acts and MonumentS| 

4* 



52 NOTES. 

vol. 3, pp. 131 — 188 (ed. Cattley, 1841). Fuller speaks of Walter Brute 
as one of the ** Worthies of Wales.** 

659. I venture to read hym, as the sense requires ; hem must have 
been copied from the line above. Brute having submitted himself to 
the bishop, the friars partly failed in their object ; but they still tell men, 
says our author, that he is a heretick, and go on preaching against him. 
This use of the present tense helps greatly to fix tlie date of the poem in 
1394. Compare the account of William Swinderby in Massingberd's 
Eng. Ref. p. 172. 

660. Compare 

" Whoso speketh ayenst her powere, 
It shal be holden heresie." 

Compl, Ploughm., Pol. Poems, i. 329. 

663. Imitated from Piers Plowman, A. i. 167, 

" Chewen heore charite^ and chiden after more I " 
So here, " They gobble down their charity as hounds do bran,** and 
no more is seen of it. Schaf, chaff ; prob. put for hrarty with which dogs 
used to be commonly fed. Notes and Queries, 3rd S. xi. 191. 

664. pcLssen pursuteSy exceed all other persecutions, i. e. they both 
wish to murder men's souls after burning their bodies, and they would 
do it too ! A Wicliffite is threatened with the words, 

* Thou shalt be brent in balefull fire. 

And all thy sect I shall destrie." — Pol, Poems, i. 341. 
But such a threat was not carried out till a few years later, when 
William Sautre was burnt in Smithfield, Feb. 26, 1401. 

670. " They nold nat demen after the face." — CompU Plougkm,, PoL 
Poems, i. 325. 

681. " PossessionereSy i. e. the regular orders of monies, who possessed 
landed property and enjoyed rich revenues. The/nar« were forbidden 
by their rule to possess property, which they only did under false pre- 
tences ; they depended for support on voluntary offerings." — Cant, Tales, 
ed. Wright, p. S2j foot-note, 

" Suche annuels has made thes frers 
So wely and so gay, 
That thor may no possessioners 
Mayntene thair array." — Pol, Poems, i. 267, 
684. I venture to read chesen. The original text probably had 
schesen, altered in MS. A to schosen. The strange spelling schesen is 
paralleled by schafiov chaf, and chuldest for schuldest in 1. 124. 

691. Aldermen, an allusion to the twenty -four elders, Rev. iv. 4 ; we 
read " et mittebant coronas suas ante thronum " in ver. 10 (Vulgate). 
695. Alluding to the dress of the Dominicans ; see note to 1. 29. 
703. " I suppose this refers to St Hildegardis, a nun who flourished 
in the middle of the twelfth century, and who was celebrated among the 
Roman Catholics as a prophetess. Her prophecies are not uncommon in 
manuscripts, and they have been printed. Those which relate to the 
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future corruptions iq tlie monkish ordera aro given in Foxb*s Acts and 
MoDuments, book vl.^ and in other work a," — Mr Wright^B note to this 
line, St Hildegarde was abhess of St Hupert'a raount^ near Bingon ; 
bom A,D. 1098^ died in 1180, See Neander's Church Hbtory, vii. 291-5 
(ed» Torrey), 

705. Cf. note to I 468. Innocent III* made confeseion compulsory, 
once a year at least. 

710. after med^ (perhaps) used after, i, e. foUowed after, held to, 
practised accordingly. But it is an awkward expression, 

713. So in Piers Plowman^ A. viii 3, "And purchaaede him a 
pardon n A pena ei a culpa" Such was the usual phrase » 

716, ^* And they deal with loans and biddings ; " see Gloss. 8. v. Ions 
and bods. 

719. Allnaes to the Franciscans \ gr&y was the original colour of 
their liabit, but after a lime dark-brown was introduced. "On St 
George's day, 1502, they relinquished the London ruuet which tliey had 
for some time worn, and resumed the undyed white -grey which had 
been tlicir original habit/* — Greyifnar^s Chrmikle^ ^^^/-i P- 3tiv. 

724, higgm may cither mean huy^ or cmisb^ct, 

725. And als^ and according as, 

729. furste^fmt/i^ first-fruits. Cf, Sompnonrcfl Tale, I 577, 
7 '68. scon^ better spelt Bch&n^ shoes. The old text has stojie ! JSc and 
St are of^en hardly distinguiahablo in MSS. 
744. ioutere his, pnt for souterss^ cobbler's, 

748. bychopt bishop. The alliteration requires this word, but the 
old printed text has ahbot. Snch an alteration must have been made by 
the printer of set purpose. Compare 

" For to lords they well be lielie. 

An harlots soune not worth an hawe ! ** 

FoL PoemSj I 312, 
760. Compare 

** Lords also mote to them loute,'^ &c. 

Fol Poema, u 308. 
758. fayUmreB. Mr Wright's edition has fonjtottreSy wlncli lie sup- 
poses a mistake in the old text. Byit foryloures is an error of hts printer, 
for all three of the other editions h^ve fitytoures^ as in the MSS, 

7GL "No one could sit down to meat, high or low, but he must ask 
a friar or two^ who when they came would play the host to themselves, 
and carry away bread and meat besides.'' — qu. in MasBin(fberd, Eng. 
J?e/„p. 110. 

763. rmideSf strips, slices^ The old text has bandes. This improves 
the alliteration, bat it does not appear that there is any such word. 
See Glossary. 

764. Compare 

** With chaunge of many manner meates, 
With song and solas flitting long " &c. 

Pol. Poems, I 307. 
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7G0, " Fit^ralph, in Ina Apology at Amgnon^ accused them of * pliilo- 
eopbisitig ' in tho ciiaTObera of t ho most beautiful iiiardenB ; and Eccleaton 
says, that even eo earlj as liia it me, Friar Walter of Re i gate confessed 
that these fa mi Man ties ware one of the ways by whieh the foul fiend 
vexed the order." — Mamngherd^ Eng. Ref.^ p, 110. Cf. Piers Plow- 
man (ed* Wright), p. 445. And the following — 

^* Idle man that here sbal lede bis Hfe, 
That has a fairc doghter or a wyfe^ 
Be- war that no frer ham shryfe, 

Nautber loud nor atille." — FoL Foems^ i. ^GS. 
77 1 i h omlgj fam 11 i arly . M r Wi i gb t h aa holg. 
777. Helgej Elias. 

782. " have laid it in wateFj*^ 1. e. drowned it, sunk it. Hire is tiaed 
becaufie rewls is feminine, 

784. Ns «wjre, If it were not for. 

785. Compare 

" Had they been out of religion, 

They must have hanged at the plows, 
Tlireshing and diking fro toune to toune 
With iorrie meat, and not halfc ynowe,'* 

FoL Poems, L 335, 

808. When Christ descended into hell, he fetched out Adam and the 
patriarchs^ and Jed them with him to heaven. Tine waa called the 
Harrowing of Hell ; the story is given in the apocryphal gospel of 
Kicodcmua, and is repeated at great length in Piers Plowman, 

810. stei^f ascended, 

816. generally i-e. Catholic, universal. So in p. 1 of the Apology 
attributed to Wycliffe, we find tlie " general feitk,'' meaning the Catholic 
faith. 

817—821. These five lines are certainlg spurious. They are in neither 
of the MSS., and are fonnd only in the old printed copy. Tlie reason for 
inserting them was a wish to conceal the fact that five linea liad been 
oppressed which are found in both the MSS. ; viz,, 11. 822^ 823, and 
828 — 830, and which are now printed for the first iime. The reason 
for suppressing them was that they appear to contain the doctrine 
of transtibatantiation, and as the object of printing the book at all was to 
attack the Roinisli party » it %vould never have done to retain these lines. 
Hence II. 817 — 821 w^ere forged ; but the forger of them^ though he has 
given us five lines which imitate the author*s atjle very in gen ion sly, did 
not truly understand the laws of alliterative verso, and fom^ed 11. 817 — 
819 on a wrong principle, putting two of the rime-letters into the second 
half of the line, and only one into the /r^^ half, whereas the naual practice 
is the contrary to this. True, lines of this type do occur, as e, g. at L 
26, but they are very rare, and only admissible as a variation. To allow 
thre^ such lines to follow each other is against all ordinary usage. But 
this la not the only difficulty. There is really no place where 11. 817 — 
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821 can properly come in. To insert them where I have done involves 
the absurdity of putting Amen in the middle of a sentence ; whilst to 
insert them any where else only makes matters still worse. Again, the 
suppression of the genuine lines rendered 11. 824 — 827 and 11. 831 — 839 
meaningless, and I will venture to say that no one has hitherto been able 
to make out to what they can possibly refer. But the mystery is now 
cleared up ; they discuss the doctrine of iransuhstantiation, 

822. " And I believe in the sacremeut too, that the very God is in 
both flesh and blood fully, who suffered death for us." Sacremens (MS. 
A) should be sacremenif as in MS. B. On = upon, in ; A.S. on, Cf. the 
phrases letiesi on, believest in, 1. 342 ; leue on, believe in, 1. 795. The 
word in in 1. 815 is exactly equivalent to the word on in 1. 799. 

825. deyte, divinity, divine presence. MS. B has diet Supposing* 
the author of the Crede to have written the Complaint of the Plough- 
man, we find his views expressed thus : — 

" On our Lords body I doe not lie, 
I say sooth through true rede, 
His flesh and blood through his misterie 
Is there, in the forme of brede : 

How it is there it needeth not strive, 

Whether it be subget or accident, 
But as Christ was when he was on-live, 

So is he there verament." — Pol, Poems^ i. 341. 

Such was the position of the Wycliffites. They denied the extreme 
form of the doctrine as declared by the friars, maintaining that whilst 
Christ was bodily present, the bread never ceased to remain bread ; how 
this could be was a thing, they said, not to be explained. See Wyclifle^s 
"Wicket." 

847. The Complaint of the Ploughman ends in a very similar 
manner ; the author even introduces the same word (tvow z=. guarantee, 
hold to. 

" Witeth the pellican and not me, 
For hereof I will not avow ; 
In high ne in low, ne in no degree, 
But as a fable take it ye mowe. 
To holy church I will me bow 
Ech man to amend him Christ send space ; 

And for my writing me allow 
He that is almighty for his grace." 

Pol, Poems, \, 346. 
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l^A^ei^mtiona, Prompt. Parv. = Promptormm FarYularum (Camden Society) ; 
Cot. ^ CotgravG'a French Dictionary (1660); Glos, uf Arcli- = Glossary of 
ArcMtectnre ; Piers PL = Piora Plowmaa (E. E. T, S., 1867) ; 0. Pr. =s Ro<ine- 
fort^fl Gbssfiry of Old Frencii ; O.N. = Old Norse ; &c] 



A- cast, cast off, cast away, 99, 

Afcrd, afraid, 130. 

After )?at, according as, 731, 733, 733. 

A-goiii gone, spent, 634. 

Aislichej timorously, 3il* Cf, A^lej^^ 

A^jIcs, fcarlesa j Qawaun, L 2S35 ; 

Aghllch = fearful, do. 1 136. A.S. 

egedice. 
AlabaustrCj alabaster, 183* 
Aldermen, elders, 69 L See Eev- 4. 4, 
Aloute, bow down, 7^0* 
Als as, just aa if {cofiir.Jrom all*so-as), 

378, 
And, if, 393, And if (= an if), il, 17- 
AugerUch, angrily, S6S. 
Auuell, a mas a to be said annually; 

here, tbc money that pays for such 

a mass, 4rl4, 
Apert, open, plain j (or it may be an 

adv,, openly, plainly), 641/ 
Asajt test J asay of, m^e trial of, 

647. 
Aaayc, try Cit)r 247- 
Ajssaie, power of testing, discrimina- 
tion, 537. 
Aunter, adventure* An aunt er p(= 

it is an adventure iff it is a c bailee 

if; 789, 
Auutrede, adventured; auntrede me, 

adventured myself, 34 1» 
Auoweti, avouch, warrant, 847, ^'Jd- 

voneTi to advow, avouch, approve, 

allow of, warrant, author ize, &c,'' 

Cot grave. 



Awaytede, perceived^ beheld, 172. 

0. Fr, ugaiter. 
Awyrien, curse, 662, A*S. awjfriaii. 
A^eo, again, 137. 

Babel jng, babbUngj 551. 

Bacbyten, to bBckbite, 139. 

Bale, woe, 696* A.S, bmlu. 

Bale, a pile, 667. *' Bdkt (1) a funeral 
pile ; (2) a burning,' ' Bos worth, 

Baly, belly, 763. 

BayteJ?, bait, feed ; in bayte>, feed in, 
rummage in for food ^ Zih . C h au eer, 

Beddcn, to provide with a bed, 772, 

Beden, to olFer, bestowr on, 636. 

Bedes, prayers, 389, 

Bedys, beads, 323, 

Been, bees, 737. A.S. heo, pL beoti. 

Beldcd, builded, buOt, S4S. 

Belden, build, 706. 

Beldinge, Beldyug, building, 501,548, 

Beleve, belief, 3L 

Belliche, beautifully, 173* 

Benen, beans, 762, 

Beuisou, blessing, 654> 

Bcouten, without, C5L A.S. buiaH, 

Berues, hai'us, 595, 

Be s lorn bred {or Beslomered), beslob- 
bered, bedaubed, 42/. 

Betaujtei commended ; crist he me b,, 
he commended me to Cbristj 137- 
A,S, hekkcan. 

Ee>, are, 254, 546 j be ye {imp:), 442, 

Beuer^ beaver, 295, 
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Jlcljpped, einbraeedj coTcred, 2ii7. 

Big^eth, buy, 360. A,S* hicgan. 

mS, biiiidijig, 157. 

BisTfjTLke^T labour for, get by laboar, 
732, A.S. LeswiHgan. 

Bledder, bladder, 2^2. 

Bleyiiyiiffe, blaining, 299. 

BlisseJ', glesseth, 521. 

BodeT ED ofFer, proffer, bid, 716. See 
Bod^ in Janvieson, ** Ye may yet 
war Mes or Bdtan," ye may get 
worse offers ere Beltaue-diiy (May 
I) ; Ramsay 'a Seolch Proy. p* 83. 
Hence, to be at lone and bode = to 
deal with len dings and biddings, 
to lend and bid. 

Botet boot, remedy, 99, 3S5. A,S. 

Bragg, boastingly, 706. 

Brenoe, bam, 667. 

Bretfull, quite fall, 233, A.S. bnrd, 

a brim, 
Broche, a Lroocli or jewel, 323, 

^* BrQckef'meXl^?^ Prompt. Parv, 
Brol, chili brat, 745, 748. '* f^e leeste 

bam (another reading f brol) of bia 

blod," &c. Piers Pi. A. iii. 193. 
EuldeK build, 118. 
Burw^p a castle or large edifice ; here, 

a con vent J 118. 
But, except, 554, 626. 
Byfome, before, formerly, 612. 
Byhimc^, hide up in a corner, conceal, 

642. See Hirnes. 
Bjhjfjt, promised, Si 76. 
Byiape)!, bejape, deceive, 46, 
Byleue, belief, the Creed, 16. 
BysyiiesijD, busy toil, industry j 727. 
Bjthenk, reflect, l^iO, 
Bjtoknejj, betokens, 694, 696, 

Can, (1) know, 8. 

Cans ton, koowest tbou, 99. 

CarefuU, full of care, miserable, Ml. 

Cary, the name of a very coarse ma- 
terial, 422. Cf. '' I-clo^ed iu a 
cauri-manri." Piers Pi. A. v. 6^. 

Caste, planned, contrived, 48 G- 

Casteh, casts, i. e, contrives, plans ; 
caste ^ to-fom = plana beforehand, 
485. See cmtein Prompt. Parv, 

CateU, goods, property, wealth, 116, 
146, SS3. O. Fr, catek. Low 



Lat. cataUum* 

Cautel, trickery, cunning, 303. O, 
Pr. cautdie ; see Uomam qf Fdr- 
iena^t L 5563. 

Celle, cell, 739, " Applied sometimes 
to the small sleeping- rooms of the 
monastic establishments." Gloss, 
of Arch. 

Chanons, canons, 674. 

Chapaile, chapel, 119. 

Chapoloriea, scapulars, 550. "Sca- 
plorye (scapclary, scapelar) 8ca- 
pulare" Prompt. Parv. And see 
iTairbolt's costnrae in England^ p, 
595. Explained by Mr Wright to 
niean ehi^pelarie^^ which X do not 
understand. 

Chap tire, L e, meeting of the chapter, 

327; 

Chaptire-hons, chapter-house, 199. 
Chereliche, expensively, snmptuonsly, 

582. Fr. eker. 
Chcscn, choose, 583; chesen beni to 

lustcs, choose lusts, 684. 
Cheuetyne, chieftain, lord, 582. 
Childre, chQdren, 756, 
Choi, jowl ; the part extending from 

ear to ear beneath the chin, 224. 

A.S. ceola* 
C hy mene, chimney, 583. " Th i s term 

was not originally restricted to the 

shaft, but included the fire-place.'^ 

Gloss* of Arch. 
C hymn eyes, chimnieSj 309* 
Clawejj) stroke down, smooth down, 

365. ** Flafeur^ a flatterer, glozer, 

fawner, soother, foister, smoother ; 

a da whacky sycophant, Pickthanke." 

Cotgravc, 
Clout ede, patcbcd, esp. used of 

atrengthemng a shoe with an iron 

plate, called in Norfolk a cleat or 

elQdi, 424. 
Cloutes, clouts, patches, 244, 423 ; 

rags, tattered clothes, 438. 
Cuaue, knave, ladj servant-man, 388. 
Cneljp kneel (in^jt.), 124. 
Cofren, to fasten up in a coffer or box, 

68. 
Cofrea, coffers, boxes, 30, 
Combren, 461, ) to cumber, eneum- 
Coineren, 765, J ber } to gorge, 765. 
Compased, went about, contrived, 

635. 
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(bniaantes, ba^^es of distinction^ 185. 
ConnPi know, learn, 101, 131^ 234, 

3 SO, 3 95 1 792 ; counen on, are ac^ 

quainted witb^ 338. A.S, ettntiaM. 
Cope, Copes; 126, 2^?, 292, 294, fU, 

739, 
Coruen, carved, 200, 
Cotyngc, cuttings ^92, 
Covin fort, comfort, 99. 
Con|?ej con Id, 233. 
Cou^e, to muke to know, to teacli| 

tell, 17, A.S. c^m- 
Con|jen. knew, 02. A.S. cuHfts/t^ pt. t. 

ic cuiSe. 
Crocbettes, crocket a, 174, " CrockM^^ 

projecting leaves, lowers, &c,, uaed 

m Gothic architecture to decorate 

the angles of spires, canopies," &c. 

Gloaa, of Arch. Da, kroke^ a cnrl. 
Crois, cross, 805, 
CromboLle, cnimbowl, prob. a large 

wooden bowl for broken scraps, 

fee,, 437, 
Cros, the cross, 1, See note, 
Cronkef', bend, bend downj 751* 
Cruchejj, cronch, 751* 
Curates^ secnlac clergy wlio ba^ enrs 

of sonls, 507. 
Cnrious, daintj, 755, 
Currj, rub down, stroke, 365. See 
' Ourr^ in Wedgwood*3 Etym, Diet. 
Curteis, conrteous, gracious, 1, 140, 

&c. O. Pr, courtois. 
Curteyslicbe, conrteonslj, graciously, 

Ciitted, cut short, 290, 434. Of, 
Burns's " eutt^ sark " m Tarn &' 
Shunter. 



Defended, forbade, 576, 687, 669, 

Deme, judge, 5S4. 

Demen, to judge, 670, 814, A.S. 

deman. 
D ernes t, judgest, 152. 
Departcn, to share goods j wi^ ts to 

depart en, to share her goods among 

us, 416. 
Deruelich, laboriously, iudustrioualj, 

510* A.S. deorfan, der/anj to 

labour. See note- 
Dcstruede, destroyed, i. e, put aside, 

147. 
DestrujeK destroy, 55, 



Deyte, deitif, 825. 
Digne, digoitied, hanghtj, disdainful 
(Chaucer), 355 j disdainful^ and 
hence repelling, repnUive, 375. 
" Sche was as d^^ne m water in a 
diebj 
As ful of bokir and of btasemaro " ; 
i, e, of frowardness and abusive 
speech. Chaucer, Meei>e'^ Tale, 
44. 
Diasane^, deeeivethj 505, 
Dortour, dormitory, 211, 
Dotardes, dotards, 625* 
Dranes, drones, 726, A.S, drdji^ 
Dredles, doubtless, 524, _ 

Dreccbe|5, ( pi.) vex, grieve, oppress » 
464 J {aift^.y vexes, troubles j 504. 
A.S, dtecc^n. 
Dned, endowed, endued witk gifts, 

770. Fr, douer. 
Dygginge, digging, contriving, 604. 

Egjged, urged, 239, A,S. eggian^ to 
incite, 

Eije, eye, 141, 142, 145, 2S8; pL 
013 en, eyne, eyes, 84, 

Eked, eked out, 244. 

Elles, else, otherwise, 738. 

Encombren, encumber, 483- 

Bnder, in phr. this ender daie ^= this 
day past, yesterday, lately, 239. 
Straptmann cites the German ender 
^Lat, prius, and O.N, endr = 
Lat^ Qiim. Cf, Gower, CA. i. 45. 

Enfourme, inform, 272. 

Entayled, sculptured, carredj 1G7, 
200. 0. Fr. entailkr, 

Er, ere, 374. 

Erberes, gardens, 166. O. Er, herbier- 
Lat, herbarium. [Distinct from 
harbour, A.S. hereberga.'] 

Erst, first, 243, 

EucUes, eviliess, without guilt, 242, 
[Prob. corrupt.] 

Eueaed, surrounded by clipped bor- 
ders, 166, A.S. tfenan^ to clip like 
the eaves of a house, 

Even-forfj, straightway, directly on- 
wards, 163. 

Eye, an egg, 225. Ger. m. 

Face, appearance, 070. 
EaUheae, Falshed, falsebood, false- 
ness, 419, 682, 687. 
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PaUliedes, falsehoods, 616. 

Paren, fare, go on, 776. 

Pare|j, fare ; fare)? wijj^ act with re- 
spect io, 728. 

PaTntise, deceit^ feigning, pretence, 
251. 

Paytonres, traitorsj decei¥erS| 75S, 
O* Fr. jfmfurier, a conjurorp from 
JjSit /acior. 

Peler many, 547> SS2 ; whou fele, 
Ikjw many, 522 ; so fek, 5o many 
men, 783; fele wise, many ways, 
484. 

Fen, muck, mire, 437, 429, 4S0. A.8. 

Pend, fiend, 454t 400, 665. 677, 747^ 

pL fendcs, fiends, SO 5, 
Per, far, 485. 
Pcrd, fared ; i. c- went, 203. 

Jermerere, in Chaiicer. 

Perrer, farther, 207- 

Pet, fetched, 808. 

Feyne, fei^, 273. 

PeyKfaith, 19, 95. 

Pitebewes, fitchets, i. e. fitchets* fur, 
295, KjUehet is ^ kind of polecat. 
'Et^fmau, O. Du, vmche. Called 
in Shropshire ^Jitehuk. See King 
Lear, A» iv. bc. 6> I. 124- 

Hariche^, flourishes, varies CApri- 
eiously, 484. [The idea is taken 
from making fjourislies in illumin- 
ated drawings ; cf> ** Floryschjn* 
bokys. Fioro" Prompt. l*arv.] 

Pondi attempt, endeavour, try, 95, 

Pond e J, tried, tested, 451* 

Ponden, go, proceed, 338, 408. See 

Lancelot of (he Laik. 
Ponge, Pongen, to take, receive, get, 

eutch, 146, 715 J receive, take, get, 

407, 766, 836. A.S. fon. Ger. 

fait^m. Mceso-Goth./rfA^^. 
Por, med m ike seme of Tvhether, if, 

350 i before, 613; a^inst, 2M, 
Porbode, 415. Godya forbode = it 

13 God's prohibition, God forbids. 

" Porbedynge, or forbode, or fore- 

fendynge. ProHifteiOi Inhilficio" 

Prompt. Par?, 
Forboden, forbidden, 147, 769. A.S. 



forhodan^ p.p. of \h.forhe6dan. 

For-deden, aid to death, slew, mur- 
dered, 495. From the \h. fur-do. 

Por^gabbed, scoffed at, 63L A.S. 
gabbnn^ IS wed. bejabba, 

Pormfaderes, foreiathcrs, SOS, Cf, 
AS* forma f former, early, 

Porso^e, for a truth, 148, 

Forto, until, 311. 

Por)jan, for that (canse), on that ac- 
count, 37. A.S./t?rJjffffl, 

For-werd, worn out, 429, 7^Q. AS. 
forwered. 

Fonndement, found at bti, 250- 

Foyns, martens, i. e. martens' fur, 
295, *^ Fomnn.e^t\\^ Poine, wood* 
martin, or beech-martin." Cotgr. 

Praitnr, 312, > c. i? * 

Fmitour,701,[;^^^^^?^°^^- 

Frayne, to question, 153. 

Frajnede, questioned, asked, 23. 

Frajnen, question, inquire of, 338. 
AM.fregnan, Qtt.frmen. 

Praynyng', a questioning, inquiry, 37^ 

Fraytour, a refectory, lit. a friar's 
room, 303, 384. Abo spelt Prai- 
tur, Fraitour, Freitour, 

Preitour, 220, 8e^ Frajtour. 

Preren, of friars, 311. 

Preten, devour^ 7^3, 729. A.S, 
frd£in, 

Furrynge, furs, 604. 

Furste-iroyt, first-fruits, 729. 

Pye> on, cry shame on, 616, 

Gabbynge, lying, deceit, 275. " Gab* 

bytige, or lesynge. Mendadum.*^ 

Prompt, Par v. 
Gaped, stared, 156, 191. Ger. gaffen. 
Garites, garrets, 314. See Garble in 

Prompt Parv. 
Gayna^, profit, 197. 
Generall, universal, catholic, 816, 
Geiaerallyche, universally, altogether, 

575, 
Gest, story, history, poem, 479. Lat. 

gesiam. See note to Chaucer, L 

13775 J ed. Tyrwhitt. 
Gestes, stories, legends, 46. 
Gilen, beguile, 599. 
Gladding, pleasing, amusing, 515. 
Glauerynge, deceiving, deceitful, flat^ 

tering, 51, 708. K. Frov,.Eng. 
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giateer, to talk fooliahlj; W'^elali 

gi^frUt to flatter. 
GieeBi sODgSt 93, 
Glejm, bird-Uine; hence, subtlety, 

craft, 479. Cf. L 564. *'Glejnie. 

Zisnfv, gltiieff." Prompt, f arv* 

Cf. Eng* ciamniift pro v. Eng^. i-l^m. 

Se& Wedgwood's Etyra. Diet. 
Gloppyii^, ik a 9 wallow in I? greedilj, 

a gulping down, 0^» " tJloffare, or 

devowrare/' Prompt Parv. 
Glose^ ffJ&. a gloas, a paraphrasing, a 

substitution of glosses for the text, 

275, 515. &^ Prompt. Farv, 
GJose, pit. mislead, deeeivej SG/* 
Glose)?, glossethj explaios awaj bj 

glosses, 3i5, 585- 
Glosinge, paraphrasing, 709- 
01 lit, a gluttout 67. A.S. ^iuto. 
Gods pelt, gospel, 345 ; pL Godspellea, 

Godspefis, 257, 375, 709. 
Goldbeten, adorned with beaten gold, 

188, 
Gome^ a man, 585 ; pi. Gomes, men, 

fi7^ 283. A.S. ffumi!, Lat. komo. 
Good, goods, property, wealthy 22, 

61, 54, 67; &c, 
Go3, a goose ; gos eye, a gooseys egg, 

225. 
Gost, spirit, 521, 529^ the Spirit, 

590, 
Graifj, the plain truth, the truth, 34. 

See Gray t?ely^ truly, MiiL Fostns^ 

C, 240 ; ed. Morris, E. E. T- S* 

From O.N, greitha^ to m^'i^ ready, 

explain, 
Graitli, adi?. readily, 232. [It seema 

put for graith "^'tx^ = ready or direct 

tt>ad; Piers PL A, i. ISl,] 
Grayfred, prepared, 732, See Grai)^. 
GrayHiclie, readily, truly, 529. See 

Graith. 
Grele, udv, greatly, 501. 
Grcyn, grain, 230. 
Grysliche, terribly, horribly, very 

wickc dly , 5 8 5 . A.S. grishc. 

Halp, helped, 503, 
Halt, boldetb, 345, 
Hal wen, hallow, 350, 
Han, have, 569. 

Harlotes, men of lewd life, ribalds, 
riotous men, 52 (where it is the 



gen. pL), 766, 781. [IBtiot is a 

term geueraJly applied to men ; ct 

Chaucer, ProL I. 647.] 
Harlotri, riotous conduct, evil mode 

of life, 63. 
Hay Isede, saluted, 231. A.S. heahutn. 
He, she, 703. A-S, ho. See Ho, 
He, they, 471. A.S. At, hie. 
Heer, hair, 423. 
Heiie, adv. on high, 494, 551. 
Hele, health, salvation, 264, 573, 
Hem, dai. pL to them, 58, 71i &c. ; 

ace, pL them, 79, 96, &e. 
Hemselue, themselves, 42, 
Hendliche, politely, iik handilj, 231. 

A,S. gehende. 
Heuten, get, lay hands on, catch hold 

of, aciicc, 413, 642, A.S, hentan. 
Her, Here, their, 29, 31, 684, &e. 

A.S. hira. 
Heraad, herald, 179* 
Herberwe, to harbour, i* e, to lodge, 

215, 
Hardeman, a shepherd, pastor, 23L 
Heremita, hermit, 308. 
Hertliche, heartily, 325, 
Hestes, commandments, 26, 345. 
He|jen, hence, 408. 
Heued, head, 317^ (pi. F) heads (?), 

773. A.S. heafod, f\. keafdu. 
Hey^, high, 204. 
Hevnessc^ highness, baogbtiness, 265, 

356,542. 
Hire, her, it, 782, Used with refer- 
ence to rewlet but A.S^ reg^ly a rule, 

seems to be mase, 
Himes, corners, 182. A.S. Mrne, 
fli|ede, hied, hastened, 155, 
Ho, she, 411, 412, ^15, A.S. neo. 
Hobeleo, go about clunisilyj wander 

or "loaf" about, 106. [It does 

not imply lameness, but awkward- 

uess ; see Piers PL A. L 113,] 
Hod, hood, 423. 
Hokschyncs, the sinews just above the 

heels, 426. A.S. hoh, the heel, 

S171U (pi. shtit^f a sinew, [It should 

perhaps be spelt hoksgnes."] 
Holly, holy, 595, 836 1 hoUy tyme, 

holiday lime, tune after bar Test, 

595. 
HoUich, HoUiche, HoUyche, Holly, 

wholly, 26, 276, 678, 796, 815. 
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Homlj, Homliche, in a homely way, 

plainly, 703 ; comfortably, 771. 
Hondlen, handle, 108. 
Honged, hung, 429. 
Hongen, hang, bend over {infin.\ 421. 
Honge>, hang, 739. 
Hordome, whoredom, 766. 
Huny, honey, 726. A,S. hunig. 
Hyen, 409, ) ^ . . . 
Hy^e, 412,1^16, hasten. 

Hyre, her, it ; said of the soul, 668. 

[A,S. saioul i^femJ] 
Hy^e, high, 208, 210. See Hei^e. 

The words beginning with I- are here 

collected ; see also under Y. 
I-called, called, 574. 
I-eoruen, cut, carved, 161. 
I-failed ; is i-failed, hath failed, 98. 
I-founded, founded, 47. 
I-lyke, like, 546. A.S. gelk. 

Tapers, jesters, mockers, 43. 

lapes, mockeries, deceits, tricks, 47. 

Ich, I, 155. 

Ich a, Iche a, each, 109, 432, 702, 

850. 
Ichon, each one, 476. 
Ijs, ice, 436. A.S. ts. 
lugulers, tricksters, 43. See note to 

Chaucer, 1. 11453 ; ed. Tyrwhitt. 

Kareyne, carrion, 644. 

Knopped, full of knobs or bunches, 
424. See knobbe and knobbyd in 
Prompt. Parv. j in the editor's note 
we find " A knoppe of a scho, bulla^* 

Knottes, knots, 161. ^^Knot, a boss, a 
round bunch of leaves, &c. The 
term is also used in reference to the 
foliage on the capitals of pillars." 
Gloss, of Arch. 

Kundites, conduits, 195. 

Kychens, kitchens, 210. 

Kynde, adj, natural, 489 ; kynde 
ypocrites, hypocrites by nature. 

Kynde, sb. nature, 834 ; of kynde, by 
nature, 43 ; natural occupation, 
760. 

Kynrede, kindred, 486. 

Kyrtel, kirtle, 229. A.S. cgrtel 

Lacche, get, catch, acquire, 598. 
A.S. laccan. 



Lakke, defame, 540; blame, find fault, 

538. " Somwhat lakken hym 

wolde she." Rom. of the Rose, 284. 

Du. taken. 
Latun, latoun or latten, a name dven 

to a mixed metal much resembliug 

brass, 196. See note to Laton in 

Prompt. Parv. 
Launcejj, launch out with, fling abroad, 

551. Fr. lancer, to fling. 
Lauoures, lavers, 196. "A cistern 

or trough to wash in." Gloss, of 

Arch. [Often of a large size.] 
Law3e, laugh, 94. 
Lechures, lechers, 44. 
Leed, lead, 193. 
Leel, leal, faithful, 390. 
Leesinges, lies ; leesinges lye)?, they 

lie their lies, 379. Cf. Lesynges. 
Leeue, believe, 363, 372, 390. 
Leeuen, live, 359. 

Leeuejj, believeth, 15 ; believe, 639. 
Lef, dear, 372. Cf. Leue. 
Lefte, remained, 374. 
Lei, leal, true, 344. Cf. Leel. 
Lellich, Lelliche, Lelly, Lellyche, 

leally, truly, faithfully, 235, 384, 

039,722. 
Lemmans, mistresses, 83 ; lemmaus 

holden=keep mistresses, 44. A.S. 

leofi dear, man, a person (male or 

female). 
Lene, Lenen, lend, grant, give, 366, 

445,573,74L A.S. /fl^««», to lend, 

give. 
Lengeden, continued long, dwelt, 

310. 
Lenten, Lent, 11 ; gen. Lentenes, 568. 
Lere me, teach me the way to, com- 
mend me to, 343. 
Lered, learned, 18, 25. 
Leme, teach, 402. 
Lese)?, loseth, 15. 
Lesten, last, 855. 
Lesynges, leasings, lies, 593. 
Letten, let, hin^r, 346. 
Leue, dear, 390. Cf. Lef. 
Leue, believe, 524. Cf. Leeue. 
Leuede, believed, 235 ; pU Leueden, 

believed, 25, 62. [/« 1. 25 a 

better reading would be leeuej? ; cf, 

L 15.1 
Lsuest, liefest ; leuest me were, would 

be most as I wish, 16. 
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^^^^m Leu cat, believest, 34^. 


Lust, pleasure, 700. A.S. I4«L ^M 
Lust, Luste, it pleases, (ufitA dut,) 71 « ^| 


^^^^H Leue^, believe^ 639, 754^ 


^^^^L Lcwed, LcwedOt unlaarned^ U^i com- 


SQL A.S. fyiftaH. ■ 


^^^m moD, IS, 25, 568, m'2. 


Lybben, to live, 512. A.S. IMna, H 


^^^H Le;c!i, lay (pt. t. of to lie), 187. 
^^^H Lejest, LeiLt, liest, 541. [Ttiem is 


LybbeK live, 45, 110, 477. ■ 


Lyken, please, 77- ^| 


^^^^H no dllTf^rciice of meaiung between 


Lyknes, a Hkeness, I.e. a parable, ^63. ^| 
LyDUtour, a limitor, a friar who begs ^| 


^^^^K the two forms, and it was usual to 


^^^^H repeai tliD words in tbia pbruse : af. 
^^^r '' Til thow iixt and thou lixt lo^xni 


witliin a limited district, 597* ^| 


Lym-jerde, a limed twig, such as birds ^| 


^^V out at one^." Piers PI. ed. Wright, 


are caugbt with^ ^%^^ Cf. Gleym, ^| 
Lyuede, lived, 235 ; pL Ljueden, H 


^H . . . 


^^^H LeynCf to lend tOj bestow mone^ on 


^lOi ^1 


^^^^L ' (without expecting it back), 544. 


^1 


^^^^H See Lenc. 


MaddCf art made, 41 : am mad, 280. ^| 


^^^H ]jibb«n, live, 700. 


[Observe its use as a neuter rerbi ^| 


^^^1 Libber, live, 475, 610. 


without h ^^.] ^1 


^^^^^H Liggie|j, lie^ 83. A.S. liagan. 
^^^^B Listen hem 1iste = it pleased them^ 


Maistroly, like a master or doolofj ^| 


847* ■ 


^^H 165. Cf. L 71. 


Malisons, curses, 718. ^^ 


^^^H Loken, look out, find odt, oboose, ' 


Mansede, wicked, sinful, 718* A.S. ^^k 


^^^1 


man J h orlrne. ^^ 


^^^^H Lolledsi lolled about, wagged about, 


Masedere, more in a maze, tnore con- ^| 


^^^^H S^4. " And Ijk a lej?ern<^ pors 
^^^H lullede bia cbekes.'* Piers PL A. 


fused, &26. ■ 


Maystri, mastery, dominion, 57S. ^H 


^^H 


Mede, reward, 533, 713, 715. H 


^^^^^F Lollede, called blm loller, spoke of 
^^^V him as loiUf^^y 532. Sec the note* 


Mel, mealp 109. V 


Meudynauns, mendicants, beggars^ ^| 


^^^^L Lone, a loan^ % lending, 716. Ses 


66. ^1 


^^^H 


Meneiich, meanly, 108 * ^^ 


^^^^H LordjugeSj lords, 609. 


Menemong, of a common and mixed ^| 


^^^^H Lore, teaching, 640. 


sort, 786. Cf. A.S. mengmi^ to ^^ 


^^^^^^^ Lorelei abandoned wretches, good> 


mix. ^^ 


^^^^^^^ for-nolbing fellows, 44, 7^1} 755. 


Mensk, ^race, favour, {lit. humanity), ^^k 
81. From A.S. tnennhe, hvimau. ^| 


^^^^^^B From A.S, koran^^ ko^^aHi to lose. 


^^^^^ Cf. Losels. 


Merciable, merciful, 629. ^^ 


^^^^1 Loresmen, teachers, 290. 


Merkes, marks, badges, tokens, 177- ^| 


^^^H Loseb, Losells, abandoned wretches. 


Meseles, lepers^ 623. O.Fr. mesel ; ^^k 


^^H worthless fellows, 96, 597, 750, 


Lat* mser^ mmUus. ^| 


^^^L 8^7. A.S. komn, to lose. Cf. 


Mete, eiih&r (1) meet ; as mctc, as ^H 


^^^^H Lorels. 


suitable (viz- for such cold weather), ^| 


^^^^B Lo|?ere, more loath, less wflliu^, 644. 


423 ; or (2) more probablfy mid- • ^^k 


^^^H Loner d, Lord, 795. 


dling, poor ; see note. Cf. the A,S. ^| 


^^^^1 Louren^ look sourlj, look displeasedi 


phrase " miele and raeete ", great ^^ 


^^^^H 556. HyM.lonren; d. Bq, ^le^re. 


and small; Gutblac, 1. 24j ed. Grein. 


^^^m Loutede, stooped, knelt, 333. A.S. 


Misdon hem, commit trespass, trans- ^i 


^^^H 


^ress, 630. ^H 


^^^^P Lowynge, humbling, 563. ^"LDwjn 


Money-worJ?e, money's worth, 715-. ^^^H 


^^^V^ or mekjn. HpmlioJ* Prompt. 


Mone)?, month, 248. ^^H 


^^B. ^^^^' 


Morl^er, &b. murder, 635* ^^^^H 


^^^^^K LulliDj^, sit. a lulling^ a slugiug such 


Mor^eren, pA. to p>urder, 666. ^^^B 


^^^^H as hu!;he§ one to sleep, 77. '^ Lul- 


Mot, Mote, 121, 520, 557, 59L It is ■ 


^^^^^^^1 l^uge of jonge chylder. Neaaeio.** 


difllcult to give the exaei fm-c^ ; it ^\ 


^^^^^^^H Prompt. ParAT, 


more nearly answers to our modern 
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phrase must needs than to may or 
must ; it is the A.S. ic mot, of 
which ie mSste, I must, is the past 
tense, 

Munte, vb. refl. mounted, went, 171. 

Mjchel, mickle, much, 55, 94, 673. 

Myddel-erde, the middle-earth, i. e. 
the earth, the world, 535 ; gen, 
myddel-erde, of the world, in the 
world, 35. AS. middan-aeard. 

Myracles, miracle-plays, 107. 

Myschef, mishap, accident ; at mys- 
chef, by accident, 623. 

Myster, kind, sort, 574. See Halli- 
well. Lit. a trade, occupation, 0. 
Er. mestier, Lat. ministerium. 

Myteynes, mittens, 428. 

My^testou, My3t-tou, mightest thou, 
123, 141. [Of these, the former 
follows the A.S. indicative^ the 
latter the subjunctive mood.] 

Ne, nor, 628 ; ne — ne, neither— nor, 

80. A.S. «^. 
Nemne, name, call, 472; nemne J^e 

nou2t, call thee a thing of naught, 

540. 
Noblich, nobly, 128. 
Nolde (=ne wolde), would not, 190, 

198. 
Nones, in phr. for the nones, i. e. for 

the nonce, for the once, for the 

occasion, 183, 185. Corrupted from 

A.S. for \>an anes. [See Ormulum, 

ed. White, v. ii, p. 642.] 
Nyl (= ne wyl), will not, 249. 

0, one, one and the same, 440, 441. 

iS^^Oo. 
On, one, 789. 
On, upon, in, 342, 795, 799, 822. 

A.S. on. 
Ones, once, 491. A.S. dnes. 
One)7e, scarcely, 217. 
Onliche, Oulie, singularly, specially, 

in a singular and special way, 534 ; 

in a way of their own, 610. Cf. 

A.S. C^nlic. 
Oo, a, one ; oo poynt, one bit, one 

jot, 198. 
Open, upon, 90, 103, &c. 
Orcbe^^rdes, orchards, or rather, 

gardens, 166. A.S. vmrt-geard. 



Oj^er, either, 676 ; or, 62, 480, 712, 
747,757. A.S,o««^. 

Palke, a poke, pouch, or bag, 399. 

Sc. polk. See Folk in Jamieson. 
Paraunter, peradventure, 845. See K 

846. 
Parten, to impart, give away, 301. 
Pasen, Passen, to surpass, 666; to 

go beyond, surpass, 710, 711 ; go 

too far, 846, 
Passe)7, surpasseth, 834 ; passed pur- 

sutes, surpass all persecutions (by 

others), 664. 
Patred, repeated constantly, said over 

and over again, 6. See note. 
Paynt, painted, 121. 
Pekokes, peacocks, 764. 
Penounes, pennons, small banners, 562. 

** Penone, lytylle banere." Prompt. 

Parv. 
Pertriches, partridges, 764. 
Peynt, painted, 192 ; peynt til, painted 

tiles, 194. This is better than poynt 

til = pointed tiles, square tiles. See 

note. 
Pilche, a fur ffarment, or garment of 

skin with tlie hair on, 243. Lat. 

pelliSy pellicea, 
Pild, bald, 839. See Pyllydm Prompt. 

Parv. ; and cf. " Peeled priest " in 

Shakesp. I. Henry VI. Ac. I. sc. 3, 

1.30. 
Plouers, plovers, 764. 
Ply3t, plighted, 240, 
Poraels, pommels, 562, " Poniel, a 

knob, knot, or boss; the term is 

used in reference to a finial, or 

ornament on the top to a conical 

or a dome-shaped roof of a turret,** 

&c. Gloss, of Arch. 
Portred, portrayed, adorned, 192. 
Possessioners, possessioners, 681, See 

note. 
Pouere, poor, 521, 567. 
Pouerte, poverty, 113. 
Powghe, pouch, or box, 618. See 

Terre. 
Poynt, Poynte, piece, part, 6 ; piece, 

bit, 194 ; oo poynt = one bit, a 

single jot, 198. 
Poyntes, points, 5 62. [In an heraldic 

sense.] 
Prese, press, press forward. 749. 
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Frest, ready, tSS. 0. Fr. pmi, Fr. 

Pm, chief J excellent; her prla Irjf, 
i. e* the bed part of their lifci 621, 

Prija, chiefj 256* [It seems here to be 
an adjective, as in L 621.] 

Propre, own, 569. 

Proue, nb. teat, 247. Proue and 
asaye ^ test and try it. 

Prynitiej secret workingj HM. 

Pdched, polbhed, 12 J , 160. *' Pul- 
choTi. Folio:'* PrOLnpt. Parr, 

Pulpit, 661. 

Puple, people^ 66, 7i S7, 713, &c. 

Pure litei, very little, 170 ; pto-e my te, 
a mere mite, '207. 

Pnrliebe, purely, 270 ; hence, com- 
pletely, altogether, aiS, 331, 713- 

Purse, \mg, 301. 

Pursnt, persecution i pursut of = 
persecution by, 655* 

PursucK persecute, 66i. 

Pylion, a sort of cap used by priests, 
esp. by cardinals, 839, Ital. and 
Span, piko, Lat. pikits. 

Queues, women, queans, 64. A-S- 
cwen. 

Queyiit, QueyntCj cunning, sly, 303, 
482 ; cunmngly contrived, curious, 
553. 

Queyutise, Queyntyse, sleight, cun- 
ning, craft, 3S8, 507. " Qucyntyse, 
or a ley the Miucict^" Prompt, 
Parv, 

Queyuteli, curiously, 16L 

Quylt, in phr. qujK myre = moving 
mire, quagmire, 226- ILH. a ike 
mire.] 

Quyten, quit, requite with, 351. 

Bageman, a catalog e, a list, 180. 
See Rahman Roll m Jamieson, 

Eaken, wander, rove about, 72. O.N* 
rmka^ to ramble. 

Kandes, strips, sliees, 763. " To cut 
me into R/z^flfs and sirloins," Beau- 
mont & Fletcher. Wildgoose Chtise, 
Ac. Y. sc. 2. " Gisie de Imuf^ a 
rand of beefr a long and fleshy 
peece, cut out from between the 
flanke and buttock." Cot^r. 

Eau]tj reached, obtained, 733. 



Reapondeg, responds, 377- 

Beufuil, miserable, in pitiful condi- 
tion, *32. 

Ecuthe, pity, 738. 

Rewle, rule (of an order), 377i 536. 

Rewme, realm, 774* 

Ribaut, ribald, wortliless fellow, 376. 

Eo>ereu, rothers, heiferSj 431, A.S. 
hry^er. 

Rychesse {nng^^ riches, 733. 

Ryat'lokede, rightecnis, just, 373- 
Ap parent ly corrupted Jrom A.S* 
rimie; ct note to L 634^, 

Say, saw^ 158- 

Schaf, chaff, 663. 

Scheudeu, ruin, disgrace, blame, 481, 

G77. A.S. licendmi. 
Schende|3, ruin, 488. 
Schendyng, ->^- reproof, disgrace, dis- 

grace ful end, 94 
Schent, blamed, reproved, 9, 
Scbeten, shut, shut up, enclose, 773. 
Sehon, shoon, shoes, 299, 424, 735, 

73S. 
Se, a seat, 55S* 
Se^ge, say, 793. 
Sen, saw, 208, 421. 
Selles, ccUs, 6a ^^ Cell. 
Selure. a decorated ceiling, 201. Lai. 

calatHTOr. See note to "Ceelyn 

with syUure. Celo" in Prompt. 

Parv. 
Selj, poor, simple, 442, 444, 66S, 

673, 675, A.S, sdkli^, happy, 

blessed. 
Bemliche, seemly, comeljr, 30 h 
Sepultures, burials, buryings, 469- 
Sef, see, 653. 
Sexe, six, 739. 

Sewedeu, followed, pursued) 531. 
Scy, saw, 146. [Prob. an error for 

se — see,] 
Seyn, say, 25, 56, 85. 
Sikerli, for a certaintjj with certain I'y, 

64. '' Sfkyr, (or serteyne).'* 

Prompt. Parv, 
SiK Sifen, Si>K sia^t 158, 353 j 

seeing that, 259. A.S. s^iim, 
Si^cdc, sighed, 442. 
Slau^jc, slotli, 91, Another reading 

is ikruffMef destruction. 
Sleu, to sky, 66S, 
Slomerers, slumberers, 91. 
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Soget, subject, 650. 

Sorweh sorroweth, 688. 

Soh true, 841, 842. 

So{>e, sooth, truth, 364, 388, 658, 

794. 
SoKast, true, very, 822. 
Soutere, cobbler, 744, 752, Lat. 

sutor, 
Sowle hele, health of the soul, 680. 
Spedfullest, readiest, 264. 
Spicerie, spicery, spices, 301. 
Sprad, spread, scattered loosely, 301. 
Stappyng, stepping, 649. 
Stei^, ascended, 810. A.S. stlgan, pt. t. 

ic stdh. 
Stere, stir, 829, 
Sterue, Steruen, die, 69, 740. A.S. 

iteorfan. 
Stodyen, study, 588. 
Ston, rock, 806, 810. 
Strake}>, roam, wander wide, Qit. 

stretch), 82. 
Stre, straw, 773. 
Stues, stews, 631. 
Stumblen, stumble about, 591. 
Sturen, stir, 588. 
Stynkande, stinking, 649. 
Sty3tle, to set in order, direct, 315. 

A.S. stihian. 
Suen, follow, 60, 105. O.Er. suir, 
Sueres, followers, 148. 
Sueh follow, 454. 
Suffraunce, patience, 652. ^^ Bele ver- 

tue est sufFraunce." Piers Plowra. 

ed. Whitaker; p. 225. 
Suffrant, patient, 646. 
Suffre}>, endure, 650, 
Sustren, sisters, 85, 329. 
Suweh follow, 577. See SueJ^. 
Swiche, such, 519. 
Swy|?e, very, 622. 
Sygge, say, 390. 
Syker, safe, secure, 306, 350 ; adv. 

surely, certainly, 237, 704 ; superL 

Sykerest, surest, securest, best, 

277. 
Synagoges, synagogues, 558. 
Syfjen, since, 241; afterwards, 668, 

806. 

Tabernacles, cells for reconnoitring, 

168. 
Tatered, jagged, 753. 



Tempren, temper, subdue, mortify, 
743. 

Terre, in phr. terre pow^e, 618. Mr 
Wright says, " a torn sack or 
poke (?)" The old glossary to the 
edition of 1553 suggests 'Harbox;" 
and I think it is right ; only, strictly 
speaking, a pow^he is a pouch. Terre 
is the usual old spelling of tar ; see 
Prompt. Parv. ; and in Halliwell, 
s. V. Tarbox, we find — "a box 
used by shepherds for carrying tar, 
used for anointing sores in sheep, 
marking them, &c. Tarre bovste = 
tar box, occurs in Chester Plays, i. 
125." 

pei^, though, 69. 

pere as, there where, 471. 

pis, Hes, these, 290, 392. 

po, those, 90, 619, 853. A.S. \>a. 

polede, suffered, 90, 823. A.S. 
\>6lian. 

Tildeth, set up, 494. See Tyld. 

To-forn, before, beforehand, 485. 

Tonne, tun, 221.- 

Too, toe, 649. 

Toten, to see clearly, perceive, 142 ; 
to look out, spy round, 168 ; pt. t. 
Totede, lookecf, 339 ; pi. Toteden, 
in phr. toteden out = peeped out, 
425. "Totehylle,/Sio<?^/a." Prompt. 
Parv. Totyng-place is a watcli- 
tower ; Wycuffe's Bible ; Isaiah 
xxi. 5. 

Touche, the sense of touch, 537. 

Trechurly, treacherously, 475. 

Treddede, trod, walked over, 425. 

Trefle, trifle, 352. [So in the old 
printed text ; but MS. A has the 
spelling trofie. 0. Fr. trufle, a trifle ; 
truflerj to mock, cheat.] 

Troiflardes, triflers, cheats, 742. Cf. 
1. 475. 

Trosten, vb. trust, 237 ; on to trosten, 
to trust in, 350. 

Trussen, pack up, 618. 

Tweie, Twey, Tweyne, two, 428, 439. 

Twyes, twice, 178. 

Twynnen, to count as twins, to con- 
sider alike, 496. 

Tyld, set up like a tent, set up, raised, • 
181. A.S. teldian, to spread a tilt 
or tent. 
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Tylyen, to till, 743. A.S. tilian, 
Tymbren, build, 723. A.S. timbrian. 
Tymen, tame, i. e. subdue, compel, 

742. A.S. tjfmian, temiant to tame, 

subdue, yoke. 
Tyn, tin, 195. 
Tyut, lost, 637. O.N. tyna, 

VnderneJ^en, underneath, 695. 
Vnne|?e, scarcely, with difficulty, 45. 

A.S. un-ea^e. See OneJ>e. 
Vnteyned, unfastened, not grounded, 

616. A.S. t^nan ; see note. [It 

should rather have been spelt 

Vntyned.] 
Vsen, use, 63. 
Vsej7, use, 690, 693, 697. 

Wagged, wagged about, 226. 

Waite, pay heed, look, 361. O.Fr. 
gaiter. See Awaytede. 

"VVar, wary; ben war, beware, 844. 

Warlawes, deceivers, 783. Sc. it^arlo, 
A.S. todbrlogay a word-breaker, liar. 
Prob. dktinct from Sc, warlavoe^ a 
warlock ; see toarlo^ warlawe in 
Jamieson. 

WaryeJ?, curseth, 615. A.S. w^ergian, 

Waseled, bemired himself, 430. from 
O.E. waisej icose, A.S. tcos, ooze, 
mud. 

Waspe^ wasp, 648. 

Wayuen, to waive, give up, cast aside, 
530, 685. O.Fr. guesver, to a- 
bandon ; cf. gteerpir^ Ger. werfen. 
See ^«d*p^r in Cotgrave and Roque- 
fort. 

Wele, weal, wealth, 20, 403, 784. 

Wende, weened, expected, 32, 452. 

"Werche, Werchen, vh, work, 260, 
285, '527, 788. 

Werdliche, 371, worldly. \_Werld is 
often spelt werd in 0. English.] 

Werwolues, werwolves, 459. 

Wexen, wax, become, 525. 

^^3^'^^' tawiffht 
Whit, 430, 5 ^ ^^^^^' 

Whou, Whow, Whouj, how, 42, 141, 

192, 234, 365. 

Why3tes, wights, 812. 

Wiche}>, wisheth, 615. 

Wijt, wit, 833, 854. 

Wij^t, a wight, man, 233 ; see Wijt. 



Wil, while, 416. 

Wilnc, will (pU of wil), 216. 

Wilnest, desirest, 676. 

WilneJ>, sing, desireth, 20 ; fil. desire, 
covet, 361, 371, 497, 499. A.S. 
tnlnian, 

Wissen, to make to know, to teach, 
100, 233. A.S. wissian. 

Wist, known, 452. 

WiJ>, with ; to coueren wij? our bonejs 
== to cover our bones with, 116 ; 
toilen wij> = bestow toil on, 742. 

Wi^t, a wight, man, 17. 

Wi3t, a whit ; a litil wi^t = a little 
whit, ever so little, 538. 

Wlon, hems, hemmed borders (P), 736. 
A.S. «r/o, a fringe, hem, border; 
whence perhaps wlon is formed as 
a plural, like schon and been. Or 
else we may adopt the reading 
wolne (MS. i) = wool, nap ; only 
wolne would more properly be an 
adj. = woollen. 

Wolward, 788. " JFoltoarde, without 
any lynnen next ones body, sans 
chemyse." Palsgrave. To go 
looolward was a common way of 
doing penance, viz. with the wool 
towards one's skin. 

Wombe, belly, 762. 

Wone, dwelhnff-place, 164. 

Wonynge, dwelling, 768. 

Woon, a dwelling-place j hence, a 
building, 172. 

Wordlyche, worldly, 784. See Werd- 
liche. 

Wortes, worts, 787 ; wortes flechles 
wroughte, vegetables cooked with- 
out meat. 

Wor|?e, Worsen, become, be, be made, 
748, 826, 828 ; to become, to be, 
9, 580, 776 ; pp. become, 431 (see 
note) ; to happen, in phr. wo mote 
jou wor|?en, may wo happen to 
you, evil be to you, 493. A.S. 
weor^an. 

WorJ? to, become, 746. See WorJ^e. 

Worjjcly, worthy, estimable, 233. 
A.S, wuf^Uc, 

W0U3, how, 356. See Whou. 

Wynwe-schete, a sheet used in win- 
nowing com, 435. 

Wyten, to know, 32. A.S. witan. 
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The following are the past participles, 

Sfc, beginning with Y- ; see also 

under I. 
Y-benched, furnished wito benches 

or seats, 205, 
Y-beld, built, 172. See Y-buld. 
Y-blessed, blessed, 520. 
Y-botend, buttoned, 296. 
Y-bou^t, bought, 569. 
Y-buld, built, 157. See Y-beld. 
Y-clense (eV^), to cleanse, 760. 
Y-clo>ed, clothed, 608. 
Y-corven, carved, 173. 
Y-couenaunt, covenanted, 38. 
Y-crouned, crowned, 805. 
Y-di;te, Y-dy;t, fitted up, provided, 

211 ; prepared, made, 228. A.S. 

dihtan^ to arrange. 
Y-founde, founded, 242. 
Y-founden, found, 631. 
Y-gadered, gathered, 189. 
Y-greiJjed, prepared, fitted, 196 ; made 

ready, 626. See Grai}>. 
Y-hamled, cut off short, docked, 300. 

" Algate a foot is hameled of 

thi sorwe." Chaucer ; Troil. & 

Cress, ii. 138. A.S. hamelian, 
Y-hid, hid, 643. 

Y-hyled, covered, 193. A.S. helan. 
Y-knowen, Y-cnowen, known, 252, 

800 ; know iinf), 647. 
Y-leyd, laid, 263. 
Y-lich, alike {adj.\ 730. 
Y-maked, made, 93. 
Y-medled, placed in the middle, placed 

alternately (with other things, i.e. 



with the shields), 177. 
Y-noumbred, numbered, 178. 
Y-paynted, painted, 506. 
Y-paued, paved, 194. 
Y-peynt, Y-peynted, painted, 160, 

202. 
Y-rade, read, 129. 
Y-rosted, roasted, 764. 
Y-sacred, consecrated, sanctified, 186. 
Y-set, set, 201, 3l5, 761. 
Y-sewed, sewn, 229. 
Y-stongen, pierced, pricked through 

(Jit. stun^), 553. 
Y-suled, soiled, sullied, 752. Fr. 

souiller. Dan. sole, 
Y-ti^t, firmly fastened, fixed, set, 168. 

Lit. tied, from A.S. ttgan, Spenser 

uses ti^ht for tied. 
Y-toted, inspected, 219. See Toten. 
Y-vsed, used, 510. 

Y- wis, certainly, 555. Cf . Gcr. geioiss, 
Y-wor|7en, become, 665 ; see Wor)?en. 
Y-wrou^t, wrought, 162. 

Ymped, grafted, 305. " Impyd or 
graffed. Insertus " Prompt. Parv. 
Yuele, adv, evilly, 660 ; ill, 58. 

^emede, looked carefully ; 3emede opon 
= closely regarded, 159. A.S. 
^man, to pay need to. 

jcrne, diligently, 159. 

^if, if, 62, &c. 

3yuen, to give, 54. 

3yue)?, give, 114. 
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INDEX OF NAMES. 



Austen, St Augustine, 579, 111, 
Austyn, an Augustine friar, 239; 

Austyns, 268. 
Austynes, St Augustine's, 466, 509. 
Aue-marie, 7. 

Brut, Wat ; Walter Brute, 657, 

Carm, Carmelite, 38, 39 ; see Karmes. 
Carmeli, Mt Carmel, 57. 
Caym, Cain, 486 ; see Kaymes. 
Charthous, Carthusians, 674. 
Crede, 8, 36, 38, 101, 131, 234, 272, 

343, 448, 792. 
Credo ; the first word of the Creed, 

795. 
Crist, 1, 37, 57, 62, &c. 
Cristen, Christian, 41, 382, 792; 

Christians, 470, 669. 
Christendam, 30, 278, 481. 

Domynike, St Dominick, 353, 464, 
510, 579, 776. 

Elves, Elias', Elijah's, 383. 

Farysens, Pharisees, 487, 547 
Four orders, 29, 153, 284, 451. 
Fraunces, seynt, 126, 291, 293, 298, 
465, 511, 579, 775. 

Golias, 479. 

Helye, Elijah, m. 
Herdforthe, Hertford, 362. 
Holy Cost, 802, 815, 836. 
Hyldegare, St Hildegarde, 703, 

Jesu, 14, 575, 799. 



Jewes, 14. 

Karmes, Carmelites, 338, 340, 382. 
Kaymes, Cain's, 559. 

Lady; Our Lady, 77, 79, 384. 
Lenten, Lent, 11, 568. 
Lucifer, 374, 578, 

Marie, 270, 803. 
Maries-men, 48. 

Menoure, Minorite, 33, 40, 276. 
Menures, Minorites, 103, 381. 
Minoures, Minorites, 281. 

Parlement-hous, 202. 

Paternoster, 6, 336. 

Paul (the hermit), 308. 

Peres (the ploweman), 473, 482, 679, 
79L 

Petur, St Peter, 710. 

Popes, 256, 467. 

Powel, Paul, 80, 87. 

Prechours, friars Preachers, Domini- 
cans, 154, 348, 354, 373, 381, 386, 
506. 

Pye, freres of the, 65. 

Robertes-men, Roberds-men or vaga- 
bonds, 72. 
Rome, 46, 256, 467. 

Satan, 480; Sat anas, 717. 

Trynitee, 127. 

Wedenesday, 13. 
Wycliff, 528. 



69 



(Lansdovme MS, 762 ; foL 5 a.) 



A PROCESSE OR AN EXORTATION TO TENDRE THE 
CHARGIS OF THE TRUE HUSBONDYS. 



As I me walked oner feldis wide * 
When men began to Ere and to Sowe, 
I beheld e husbondys ho we faste they hide, 
With their bestis and plowes all on A rowe ; 
I stode and "Behelde the bestis well drawe 
To ere the londe that was so tough ; 
Than to an husbond I sed this sawe, 
"I pray to God, spede wele the plough." 

The husbondys helde vp harte and hande, 
And said, " that is nedefull for to praye ; 
For all the yere we labour with the [lande], 
With many a comberous clot of [claye],^ 
To mayntayn this worlde yf that we maye, 
By downe and by dale and many a slough ; 
Therfore it is nedefull for to saye, 
* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 



As I went over 
the fields in 
plooghing time, I 
saw husbandmen 
at work, and said 
** God speed the 
plough r* 



One of them 
answered— ** It is 
needful to say 80$ 
we have hard 
work of it." 



12 



16 



[Fol. 6 ft.] 



^ This line is omitted in its right place ; but is written perpen- 
diculariy on the inner margin of the leaf, with a guide-line to shew 
its position. 

* The corner of the leaf is torn away. 
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GOD SPEDE THE PLOUGH. 



The parson gets 
the tithe-sheaC 

We have to pay 
our servants, and 
the clerk and 
sexton want 
something. 



And SO shulde of right the parson praye, 
That hath the tithe shefe of the londo ; 
For our sarvauntys wo Moste nedis payo, 
Or ellys ful still the plough maye stonde. 
Than cometh the clerk anon at hande, 
To haue A shef of come there it groweth ; 
And the sexten somwhate in his hande ; 
* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 



20 



2i 



J^^ore'want '^^^ ^T^S^^ puruiours also they como, 

wheat and meat, To haue whete and otys at the kyngis nede ; 

And over that befe and Mutton, 

And butter and pulleyn, so god me spede ! 28 

iiLtnT^SSd ^^^ And to the kyngis courto we moste it lede, 
with a beating. And OUT payment shalbe a styk of A bough ; 

And yet we moste speke faire for drede — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.* 32 



We have to pay 
the fifteenth, and 
our lord's rent; 



also bailifilB and 
beadles. 



To paye the Fiftene ayenst our ease,* 

Beside the lordys rente of our londe ; 

Thus be we shepe shonio, we may not chese. 

And yet it is full lytell vnderstonde. 

Than bayllys and bedellis woll putto their hande 

In enquestis to doo vs sorowe Inough, 

But yf we quite right wele the londe — 

[* I] ' praye to God, spede wele the plough.* 
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Prisoners come [Than comolth prisoners and sheweth their nede, 

and b^ of us, l J x- j 

[What gret] sorowe in prison theye drye ; 
[* To buye the kyngijs pardon we most take hede * — 
[FoLGrt.] For man and beste they woll take money. 44 

and then come the Than cometh the clcrke^ of saint lohn Frary, 

clerks of St John, 

And rede in their bokis mennyis namyis inough, 

And aU they live by husbondrye — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.* 48 



1 MS. " eases." 



2 The comer of the leaf is torn away. 



GOD SPEDE THE PLOUGH. 71. 

Then co7?iino the graye Freres and make theire mone, Then come 

And call for money our soulis to save ; Carmelite's, 

Then coinme the white Freres and begyn to grone, 

Whete or barley they woll fayne haue ; 52 

Then co77imeth the freres Augustynes & begynneth to ^«ff^8«nes, and 

crave 
Come or chese, for they haue not Inough ; 
Then commeth the blak freres which wolde fayne haue— 

* I praye to God, spede wele t[h]e plough.' 56 

And yet, amongest other, we may not forgete 

The poore obseniauntes that been so holy : Tiien come the 

^ •' ' poor Obeervants 

They muste amongis vs haue come or mete, *<> ^ p^^ ft>' 

They teche vs alwaye to fle from foly, . 60 

And line in vertuo full devowtely, 
Preching dayly Sermondys inough 
With good Examples full graciously — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 64 

Than cometh the Sompner to haue som rente, ^®" *^°*® *^*® 

^ ' sammoner, aiul 

And eUis he woll teche vs A newe lore. 

Saying, we haue lefte behynde vnproved som testament, 

And so he woll make vs lese moche more. 68 

Then commeth the grenewex wliich greveth vs sore, whifhCTT"* 

With ronnyng in reragis it doth vs sorowe Inough, *<>*'®- 

And After, we knowe nother why ne where-fore — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 72 

Then cwnmeth prestis that goth to rome ^d cSasS?*^' 

For to haue silver to singe at JScala cell ; Oxford; 

Than commeth clerkys of Oxford and make their mone, [Fo1.6&.] 
To her scole hire they most haue money. 76 and tipstaves and 

minstrels. 

Then coT/imeth the tipped-staves for the Marshalse, 
And saye they haue prisoners mo than Inough ; 
Then co?wmeth the mynstrellw to make vs gle — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 80 
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GOD SPEDE THE PLOUGH. 



We have too to 
pay the lawyer for 
pleadii^} 



and to give to 
chartered beggars 
and weeping 
women." 



At london Also yf we well plete, 

"We shal not be spared, good chepe nor dere ; 

Our man of la we may not be forgete, 

But be moste baue money ev<3ry quarte[re ;] 84 

And soTwme comme begging w^t^ tbe kyngis charter, 

And saye, bissboppis baue graunted tber-to pardon 

Inougb ; 
And wymen commetb weping on tbe same Maner — 
* I praye to God, spede wele tbe plougb.* " 88 



I thanked him, 
and prayed God 
to speed the 
plough, and all 
ploughmen. 



And tban I tbanked tbis good busbond, 

And prayed God tbe plougb to spede, 

And All tbo tbat laboretb witb tbe londe. 

And tbem tbat belpetb tbem w^t^ worde or dede. 92 

God * give tbem grace sucb life to lede, 

Tbat in tbeir concience maye be mery Inougb, 

And beven blisse to be tbeir mede. 

And ever I praye, " God ^ spede tbo plougb." 96 



1-1 MS. Gog. 
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NOTES. 



The MS. (Laiisdowne, 702) from which this poem is taken is a sort of 
album or coliectiou of scraps, not all in the same handwriting. There is 
little doubt but that this copy of " God speed the Plough," belongs to the 
reign of Uenry the Eighth, for in the same hand there is a table of Kings 
of England, with verses about them, which ends with saying that Henry 
the Seventh was buried at Westminster, At the same time, Mr Hamilton 
thinks the handwriting to be not very late, but to belong to the early 
part of Henry the Eighth's reign. The poem itself does not seem to 
be much earlier ; and the complaints of the exactions made by the King's 
purveyors, bailiffs, beadles, the summoner and the " grenewex," seem par- 
ticularly suitable to the reign of Henry the Seventh. As a conjectural date, 
A.D. 1500 may not be very far from the truth. Another poem, written 
much in the style of " Speed the Plough," has for its burden the line, 
** London, thowe arte the flowre of cities all ; " (fol, 8). 

1, Even without the "guide-line," we can tell by the structure of the 
stanza that the line written in the margin is really 1. 1, The 2nd, 4th, 5 th; 
and 7th lines of each stanza rime together throughout. 

22. Groweth. This seems a strange rime to plough. Perhaps it should 
be growe = grew. 

28. Wright, in his Provincial Dictionary, quotes the following : — 
" A false theefe 

That came, like a fabe foxe, my pullain to kill and mischeefe." 

Gammer Gurton, Old PL ii. 63. 

43, The words within square brackets are conjectural, and were suggested 

by the fact recorded in Piers Plowman, that getting pardon for a bribe even 

from a King is not altogether a thing unknown ; see Piers PL Text A. Pass. 

III. 11. 10-20, and IV. U, 120-125 (ed. Skeat, 1867). 

45. Frary^ friary, fraternity ; there was one such in Clerkenwell. 
49. See note to the " Crede," 1. 29. On fol. 9 A of this very LansdoMne 
MS. we find the following. " Fratres London. Whitefreres in fletestrete, 
Carmelitarum. Blak freres within ludgate, pr^dicatorum vel Jacob : Greye 
freres within newgate, Minorw^t. Augusteyn freres by saint Antonyes, 
Augustinenciazw. Crowched freres, Eratres sancte Crucis." 

6 



74 NOTES TO **GOD SPEDE THE PLOUGH." 

G7. This line is too long. The word " behynde *' is superfluous. 
74. Scala celt. Compare — 

'* In J>at place a chapelle ys, 
Scala cely called hit ys, 
* Laddere of heuen ' men clepej> hit." 
The Stacyons of Rome^ in Political, Religious, and Love Poems, 
p. 118 (E. E. T. S.) 
On which Mr Rossetti lias the note, *' The chapel Scala coeli stands near the 
foregoing church of St Anastatius. It was built over the cemetery of St 
Zeno, and has undergone restorations from 1582 onwards. It derives its 
name from a vision of St Bernard's, who, while celebrating a funereal mass, 
saw the souls for whom he was praying going up to heaven by a ladder.'' 

We should compare with this poem the feeling expressed in the Spanish 
proverb— "Z<? que no lleva Christo, lleva elfisco "; that which Christ (i.e. the 
clergy) takes not, the exchequer carries away. Lines 75, 76 remind us of 
Chaucer's clerk of Oxenford, who 

" busily gan for the soules pray 
Of hem that gaf him wherewith to scolay." 
85. These chartered beggars remind us of Edie Ochiltree, the King's 
Bedesman, with his blue gown and pewter badge, in Sir Walter Scott's novel 
of the Antiquary ; see vol. I. ch. iv. 

It should be noted that the word plough is made to rime with tough^ 
sloughy groweth (jfrowe F), bough, and inough (8 times). The probable pro- 
nunciation seems to be the same as now-a-days, slough and bough being still 
admissible rimes. In the Trinity MS. of " Piers Plowman " (classmark 
11. 3. 14) there is a picture of two "husbondys" with a plough and two 
" bestis," with a motto written above, which runs— "God spede \>q plou^ & 
send us korne I-now" — where I-nov> represents the old pronunciation of 
inough. In the MS. of the same poem in Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
the same motto occurs, but without the picture. 
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GLOSSARIAL INDEX AND INDEX OF NAMES 



"GOD SPEDE THE PLOUGH." 



Eayllys, bailiffs, 37. 

Bedeliis, beadles, 37. 

Chepe, in phr, good chepe =i at a 
good market, at a low price, 82, 

Chese, choose, 35. 

Drye, suffer, endure, 42. Sc. 
dree, A.S. dreogan. 

Enquestis, inquiries, searches, 38, 

Ere, to plough, 2, 6. A.S. eman. 
Lat. arare. See Isaiah xxx. 24 ; 
1 Sam. viii. 12. 

Fiftcne, fifteenth, a tax amounting 
to a fifteenth of one's property, 
33. 

Erary, fraternity, 3t5, ^^ Frary 
clerk, a member of a clerical 
brotherhood." Wright's Prov, 
Diet. 

Ereres, graye (Franciscans), 49 ; 
white (Carmelites), 51 ; Augus- 
tynes, 53 ; blak (Dominicans), 
55. 

Grenewex, 69. Green wax was 
used for estreats delivered to 
the sheriffs out of the king's 
exchequer. These estreats were 
under the seal of that court, 
made in green wcuc. See Blount's 
Law Dictionary. 

Hide, hied, hastened, 3. 



Husbond, husbandman, 7, 89 ; pi, 
husbondys, 3, 9. 

John, saint, 45. 

I^ese, lose, QQ, 

London, 81. 

Marshalse, 77. 

Obseruauntis, friars observants, 
58, " Observants, a branch of 
the Franciscan order, otherwise 
called Recollects'^ Imperial 
Diet. 

Oxford, 75. 

Plete, plead, 81, 

Pulleyn, poultry, 28. Cf. Fid- 
layle in Chaucer. 

Quite, quit ; i, e, pay rent for in 
full so as to be quit, 39. 

Eeragis, arrears, 70. 

Eome, 73. 

Scala celi, the name of a chapel 
in Rome, 74. 

Sermondys, sermons, 62. 

Sexten, sexto», 23. 

Sompner, a summoner, 65. 

There, where, 22. 

Tipped-staves, tipstaves, con- 
stables, 77. So called from 
their bearing a staff tipped with 
metaL 

Vnderstonde, understood, 36. 
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